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CIHON DELECLVSE, 
3 oe AND. 
y HENRY MAY 

THE ELDER. 


1, Corin. 13.3» 


IH Though I give my body to be burned, and have vet lave itt f 
\\ profforeth me nothing, = 


Bo 1,Corin, 11.19. FD 

\ There mu## be hereſies even among yas, that they Which are ap- 
_- proved,among you might be knoWne. 

Rt Colloſſ.2.18; 

| Let nomanat his pleaſure beare rule over you by humblenes of 
'. mind, and worſhipping of Angels, advancing himſelf in thoſe things: 
| -» Which he never. ſaw, raſbly puffed up with hu fleſhy mind;and houl- 
. dtth not the htad whereof all the body ts furniſhed and knis. together: 
V by joynts and bandi, | 


' An Advertiſiment to Tobu Delecluſs and Henry 
Ge, May the Elder. 


: CE F Ou have beene the Authours of ſtrange dodrine by 
"1 y which yee have deluded ſome, and troubled the minds 
| of many, to the griefe of ſundry who have heretofore 
| taſted of heavenly graces in whome you havegrieved the holy 
"7 Spirit, contrary to the Counſell of the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 4.30. 
| And youare hardened in this your pernicious doctrine, for 
| which I fayto you as the Apoſtle ſaid unto Symon Magus, if it 
{ be poſſible repent of your wickednes, and pray to God that 
| (if irbe poſſible) the thoughts of your hearts may be inligh- 
| )tened, and forgiven you, for [ ſee you are in the gall of bitter- 
1 nes and bond of iniquity, You have heretofore unjuſtly curſed 
7 ſundry ofthe ſervants of Ieſus Chriſt by your falſe excommu- 
: Nications, and to aggrevate your malice , you have ſpitefully 
ſlandered and reviled them , and now you are called to an ac- 
connt of your falſe accuſations, and unjuſt proceedings which 
if yee cannot maintaine before men, how will you anſwer it 
before Ieſus Chriſt when he cometh unto Indgement with 
thouſands of Angels in flaming fire, rendring vengeance on 
all which doe maliciouſly pervert his Goſpell, for then all 
| your ations ſhall come to judgment, and then your diſturbing 
| of the truth ſhalbe bitternes unto you; It is no ſmall judgment 
j that you are fallen to maintaine ſuch palpable errours, to deny 
{ the graces of God , and merits of Chriſts ſuffcings, as I have in 
1 this treatiſe manifeſted; the hardnes of your hearts have quite 
{ deprived you of humility, that yee doc ſo ſwell in pride, and 
J maintaine ſtrange doErine againſt all godly learned divines, & 
1 you doe deſpiſc their adviſe and counſell , you are growen to 
I that height , which the Apoſtle doth commaund his Church , 1, :.; 
4t0 avoid your company , and that we may not bid you God 
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James 3.144 


+. gation, 


milke of his holy word. 


ſpeed,and yee are nere that height of finne which the Apoſtle | 
Chargeth.the ſaintsro rejet you, Oh that you had an eareto, | 
heare, before it be too late; for you ſhall prevaile no lotiger, for | 
our madnes ſhalbe manifeſted and evident toall men. = 
' Qur Lord of glory hath foretould of your comming, that in 1 
theſe laſt dayes men ſhould ariſe and ſay, here is Chriſt ; but He ;; 
cominands us not to beleeve you, for he ſaith many ſuch ſhall | 
ariſe and deceive many, therefore he doth tell us how we may } 
know you by your fruites , and thoſe doe manifeſt you to be } 
men void eftrue humilitie, and to be high conceited -of your || 
ſelves, therefore the Apoſtle ſaith ſuch are proud men, and it 3 
is manifeſt you are exceedingly cotentious,in bitter envying, | 
reproaching, and falſly flandering. And are not thoſe works | 
of corrupt fleſh, and farre from the ſpirit of grace and ſanQifi- J 
cation? The Apoſtle faith: If yee have bitter envie and ſtrife in # 
your hearts, rejoice not, neither be lyars againſt the truth,now y 
ſeeing that envye & ſtrife is ſo odious to God in the thopghts, 4 
how much more doth heabhorr it{in the words and aQtions, | 
and therefore the Apoſtle affirmeth , it is earthly and Diveliſh, q 
and ciſewhere he doth wiſh,they were even cut off from thej 
Church of God, which raiſe ſtrange opinions to trouble the} 
minds of the faithfull, | ERS SR 
And Idoebeſeech the Lord to inlighten the hearts of ſo} 
many of you as appertaine to his election of grace, to ſee how! 
they are deceived by the deceipts of Sathan,that they may not 
any longer ſuck the poiſon of Scorpions, in ſtead of the ſincere 
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By him which deſireth all humaine diviſes, may be avoide | 
out of his Chucch, that Chriſt may raign King in his congre4 


STEPHEN OFWOD, 
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T- 1 /PHciftian Reader, T baue twoo oppoſeth aduerſariesto incounter 
"> | Nlpairft, the one doth deny the riches of Chriſtes merits and ſuffe- 4 
o (11/85 and liberty, he in mercy hath beſtowed vpen his Church,the other oY 
for 3 doth deny the Kiogly and profiticall cffice of:Chriſt our Lord, cow that 4 

| x may bearmed to incounter with theſe, I thinke it beſt to oblerue Da- 
in 3 vils cauſe, when Shimei came out and curſed him , on this Dauid pon- 
he 7 $e red on his wordes, arid faied,it may be the Lord will lock vpon mine: 
7 atliction,and doe me good for his curſſing me this day , 2:Sam, 16.20. 


all : So let vs pounder thele aduerfaries, rayling and laundering vs, in affir- 
xd 7 ring wee are fallen away -from the'ftaith which by due conſideration 
het 


7 w2 may attaine by an afſured teſtimony, tharweare in:Chrift, and hane 
our || te ſpirit of. Chriſt dwelling in vs by faith. | 
| it 3 And if wee obſerue theſe men, ſee if they doe not asa thiefe did,” 
ng, x hen he was perſued through a towne,he cryed out, ſtay the thiefe, ſtay 
rks | we thiefe,and ſo he eſcapzd away; therefore we will ſerch, if theſe men 
ifi-! þe-not thoſe , which are fallen away euen by their owne.authours {en- 
7 tence, and-yet they cry out and falſly accule vs. | | 
vINY Tn their apologie they affirme and they beleeue the common faith, pj; ox | 
OW y veceiued and profeſſed in our land moſt holy and ſound , and Penery "4 
hts, | ſaith, that be willingly confefied that both ofthe teachers , and allo of ln apologies | 
Ons, | +the profeſſours within theſe atſemblies of this land, haue {o imbraced the : 
-t 4 txue doarine eſtabliſhed and profefled in this land, that the Lord in his 
liſh, J-**2<: of 
thei infinite goodnes hath granted them the favour ,to ſhew in regard 0 
$ GodseleQion,]I proteſt before men and angells,that.I indge them mem: 
the} bers of the body whereof Chriſt is the head. .Y 
3 _ M, Barrow faith, the next calomniation whereby 'M.Gifford indea-.z,;. ,.e@. © 
f (of woured to bring vs into hatered with the whole land , is that wee con- ationof - 3 
ow! v emne all the perſons both: men and women of England , which arenot 4 29, 
-noty ?four mindes, and pluck them vp as teares , wherein he doth ys open ©” 
cerci vorong, if not againſt his owne conſcience, yet againſt our exprelle Wrl- 
* Tingesecuery where, and he'cannot iuſtly FFRort thisof vs. FS 
Now how farce are theſe men fallen from. this confeffion of faith, 
+hoſe did teftifie ynto their deaths, tet all-the world1udpe. | 
_ For theſe affirme thoſe are no viſible Chrifſtianes , which haue not 3. 
eflentialls of a true couenant , which they affirme not any in the parifh 
aflemblies in England baue no not thole waich witnes apainſt their 
\ngodly proceedings 1ntheir eccleſiaſtical courts, and RTF is. 
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- made a couenant together againſt all vngodly wayes , andpromiſed to 
3 I obey the word of God in all that he ſhall reueale vnto them, 4 


Yer theſe they doe deny to be viſible Chriſtianes , and for to culour v| 


it they doe falſifie the Scripture, as I haue ſhewedin folio64, There- 

200 fore, thelc are fallen away from the trueth, _ Eb 
 x.$9n.3. Theſe men are farce from the minde of Samuel , who ſaid , ſpeake 
.10. Lord, for thy feruant heareth: or farre from the ſpirit of Cornelius, who 
Ates 10. aid, Iam here preſent before God, to heare all things thar ſhallbe com= 


: 28 k manded me of God, that is, I am come with a parpoſe of heart,to ſubmit 
I - : I4- voto whatſoever the Lord command of me , for theſe men hane ſet vp 


idoles in their hearts, and put a ftombling block of their iniquities be= 
fore his face , and they arethe autours of their preaching, for they preach 
their owne inuention, ard make their owne braines forges _h new 
faith, and thus they doe gloos the pure word of God, and they doe poy- 
fon and pervert it; this is that the Propheet doe call lying viſions, and 


| - 2.Pce.3, dreames of mens vain hearts, which Peter call perverting the rule of ' 


KF 26. faith, and Paul faith , they handle the word of God deſaithfully in craf 
FO 2-C7-4:2 tines which isadultering of the word,and a ſnare that they might bring 
FF 72-4 the Churchinto bondage, and as hefſaith,turned the trueth of Chrift in- 
Þ tea ſnare. O that ye had a bart tocry our as Saul did , Lord what wilt 
Vi ' thou that I doe. AQs, 9. 6. 2 ER 
E Bur ye are ſo poſlefſed with bauthines of mind that ye can not ſe your 
|  finfull and wriche eſtate, your preſuming to vaderftand the Scripturs 
NF. W betere then the. Fathers or any other of the famoſt iſt larned Diuins 
| pProx6.c. living in this age: isa bieſinne ofprid, and the wiſe man faid,all thar arc 
© | (927.22 proud in bart are an abomination to the Lord , and they {hall not eſcap 
+3 BW FRET, for pride and arroganci dotheLord hare, and a mans pride 
all brivg him low,I will conclud with the wife mans fentents, though 
thou ſhouldeft bray a foule in a morter,yet will not his foulilhenes depatt 
 F from him, Sb. : 
2 5 Chriftian reader I defire you to mind with tby pen many faults is 
elcaped, OM Ear eo ns k 
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| bennmbed heart and a groundles ſecurity; 2nd the fpirit of 
flumber comming upon us, whereupon followes hardnes of 
heart, ſo that we cannot mourne as we ought, being pofſcfſed 
with ſelf-love, fecking onr own,and not that which is Chrifts, 
3 . O letusfeareandrremble at the ſentence of the Prophet: 
 & Thineowne wickednes ſhall corre thee, & thy turning aſide 2 » 
 { ſhall reprove thee: know therefore, this is an evill thing anda 
- F birrex,thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and my fearc was 
' $ notin thee,faich the Lord God of hoſtes, 
' {| _ Forſch as do follow their own braine before thoſe which 
7 have experience, are in great danger, becauſe they will not be 
z withdrawne from their opinions, which once they have con- 
x ceived: therfore the Prophet ſaith ; woe be to them that are 455+ 
7 wiſe in their owne eyes. It is ſcldome ſeene, that thoſe which I 
7 are {c|fwife, will yeild to any; therfor itis better to have ſmall . _ 
3 knowledge or little wiſcdome with modeſty, then profound 
2 knowledge witha proud mind, yea it is better to have little, 

1 then having much to wax proud , which made the wiſe man 2:..;.5. + 
'2 fay: Be not wiſe in thine owne eyes, but fearc the Lord, 
2; Wehave nothing to boaſt of, but many things to make us 
4 humble, therefore inany wiſe let us beware of pride and arro- 
4 gancy, foritis acauſe why many are hardenedin errour, and 
$ ſofall into blindnes incurably,ler the fall of thoſe proud ones, 
Z who did arrogate too much to themſelves become a fearfull 
g cxampleuntoall generations, 
Z Ohthac we could fearch and examine our hearts, and ſee 

our nakednes,& duely conſider our proneſle to evill, which is 

8 the right way to teach us humility , for thus have the faithfull 
J ſervants of God done as you may ſee, lob 15.16,Ezra 9.6, Gen, 
7 32-10,Dan.4.24.and 5,22.lames 4.6, 

$ But how contrary ate you unto this,in rejeRing he 20 
advice 
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advice & counſel! of. thoſe which h:ve the-effeQuall working. 
_ of heavenly graces in them.,. beciuic as yeeffirme-theyare. 


not quite purged from Idolatry , and.you judging your ſelves; 
to be quite purged from all falſe worſhip, wherby you blindly; 
do delude your ſelves. Bur if. your eyes: were not blinded, 
that you cannot ſee your polluted heart, you would cry out to! 
the Lord, and fay, yee are uncleane and wretched:; as for ins: 
fance,cxamine your heart, do you worſhip God in that ſin-. 


cere manner his holy law doth require? have yee no yaine: 
and wandring thoughts when you worſhip the Lord?and doe- 


you worſhip bim with all your ſtrength without any. vaine: 
thoughts 2 if you doe not, then you are not quite purged from, 
all Idolatry , fo as the pure law of God doth require ; Chriſt. 
faith to all : Why ſeeſt thou a mote in thy brothers eye, and, 
ſceſt nor the beame in thine owne eye ; Hypocrite, firſt pluck. 
the beame out of thine owne eye, and then thou ſhalt ſee: 
clearely the mote in thy brothers eye: lt is a great evidence 
that the ſpirit of blindnes and hardnes of heart hath poſſeſſed; 
you, that you. cannot ſee youruncleanes;, and bewaile it; and: 
crye out as the ſervants of God have formerly done to the 
Lordand ſay:I know that-in.my fleſh dwelleth no good thing: 
and with. Iacob : O God Iam not worthy. of the leaſt of thy. 
mercies : And with Iob.: Cry out to the Lord, and confeſſe; 
qQur hearte drinketh iniquity, as the carth doth .the water, and: 
that he cannot be cleane which is borne ofa woman, & there=. 
fore we ought to confeſſe to the Lord, that weare aſhamed 
and confounded, and to lift up our requeſts to him, by reaſon, 
Qur great pollutions are ſo increaſed by us, which.grace that: 


you. may attaine unto, I ſhall nor ceaſe to ſue :unto my God,. & 


that you may enjoy them before time is gone, and ſhalbe ns. 
a p 9. 
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| To 9 loving wife and childrem. ob 
_Heare hm whom ye are commaunded of the Loyd to hears. 


T4 Od commanded the Iſraelites to write his law on theic 
q 'Þ loor poaſts; that thoſe which are dull of hearing | 
@'now it & obey ir, & ſeing my wife andchildren have 
Z not cares which can heare untill the Lord in mercy do open 4 
JF their nnderftanding, & becauſe the Apolite affirmerh, that he is 
worſe then an -infideH that provideth not for his owne houſe, 


Y, 
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God havivg commidcd me to teach the his true way to wor= 
3 ſhip him, &to obey his Goſpell, & he having threatned ever- 
3 lfting torments upon all oppoſers of his trurh , for.this cauſe 
®* have 1 ſer forth this ſhort treatiſe, & diſcovered ſome of thoſe 
& wicked hereſyes they are inſnared in by the deluſiss of Satan, 
7 & dedicated theſe unto his cheifeſt inſtrumEts, to ſee what they 
1 have to maintaine ſuch ſtrange opiniss againſ the ſuffrings of 
4 Chriſt, and his graces offred unto us in his Goſpell by Ieſts 
7 Chriſt. Now therfor harde not your hearts, but give care,unto 
4 that Chriſt ith, he which hath cares to heare,let him heare,or 
Ztake heed how you doe heare, You cannot denye, but your 
4 conſciences will witnes, that you did firſt obtaine the know- ' 


3 ledge of your naturall corruption by the means of ſuc 


FR appeare in you., as ever you have had ſince, and I dee 


that you now condemne this meancs , you de deſpi 
| | —_ 00 BEV 


h whe 


A were in the miniſtry in our land;, by which you did obtaine 
I faith & repentance firſt, and thus you did continue 1 2. yeares, 
3 andin that time you had as much working of heavenly graces 


take it 


4 more, Why then doe you now (ſo loath that ſincere truth 
2 which your own conſciences tell you was the means to bring 
28 you to Chriſt? Truc it is you did then refraine from ſandry te 
F perſtitions practiſed in our land,in which you did well, but in 
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©*Word, and Fm your (elfe Bfille nel Gdd:drearged toil 
_. "draw: his to repentance, 

If I be in errour you have Jrawen me uvito it , for you did 
perſwade meto come over, and to joyne to this Church, ther- } 


fore if I be ſeduced in errour, you have brought me unto it. 


Heare, if you have-eares which can heare, You do knowT 
was indyted for abſtaining 13. moanthes from Church , nat- 7 
withſtanding the foreman of the Grand.- lury did teſtify he 
had ſeene me at Church in that time, 3nd you know ther was | 
a ſiemficavi' out againſt me, and then there was an extent out 
againſt my lands,to ceaze 2. parts of it tothe Queenes uſe, yet | 
you doe alſo know, I did frequent the learned preachers of * 
the word of God, & withall the heavy hand of God was upon %; 


vs in laying ſuch a greevous puniſhment on our child , whe- 
ther it was by witchary or by the falling ficknes, no learned 


man could determine , andin theſe great diſtrefles it was good 3 | 


for us to fecke to the Lord, and therfore I did oft exhort you 
that we ſhould ſecke to worſhip the Lord in the moſt hol 

manner we could, and [I ſaid to you, I was perſwaded that in 
this City here was the ſincere worſhip of God, yet withallI 
did Ggnify to you, & to the Elders bates I joyned with them, 
that 1 was & am perſwaded God did ſpeake to his Church by 
the Martirs,and ſome in the miairr and [ did always beleeve 
that his ſcrvants which have the - working of his Spirit in 
them, have a deſire to obey his word,and notto relye on an 


man, and when I preſented my Children to be baptiſed, 1 did 3 
not as fome did , preſent them to be baptiſed in the faith of 3 


the Church, but into the faith I profeſſed with that Church; 


And aftcr we came hither, their government was not ſo.cor- | 
rupt,as it was ſhortly after , for their controverſies then were ® 
—_ firſt before the Elders, and related before them, and ii 
they } 


a 


TY heare any matter but in the Congregation , and-then they 


- 'F municated me;as I have here related, of which I do call you to 


. 


; Fin joyning with them in their curſing of me, and remember 
; $ God hath ſaid, he will not hould him guiltles which takes his 


2 ro ae A ti i Ao 
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 ghey;did ſhew their judgmertt, which if the-partyes did.reſt in, 


never ſo much as the tenth part of one of the Churches in the 


 F witnes, as you will anſwer at the day when all ſecrets ſhalbe 


the matter was ended, but aftetward the Elders would not 
could have no'end of their contending, & though they were 


A Apoſtles dayes, yet on this erroneous proceeding they exc6- 
7 diſcloſed, and ſee how you will anſwer this before the Lord, 


name in vaine. ' And know this, that I did never conſent that 
Wobz Delecluſe ſhould ſeperate from the French Church , nei- 
Feher did I ever conſent to contend with that revcrend divine 
3M.1vnjus,ncither did I conſent to their oppoſingof the Dutch 
IChurches, andalwayes I have affirmed we muſt have a deſire 
"Zto yeild obedience to all ſuch traths,as the word of God doth 
Frevcale unto us. And now although I perſwaded you to come 
Zand to worſhip God with this people, yet I did never per- 
Fwade you to joyne with them in any thing contrary to his 
written word, but you have joyned with them in their wicked 
Fexcommunication , and in ſtead of defiring the ſincere milke 
of his heavenly word, you have received the poy ſon of Scor- 
Fpions,as here in this treatiſe I have manifeſted, and you do de- 
#{piſe that word which firſt raiſed you to life, & yau do delight 
ia prophare diſcourſes on the Scriptures by thoſe which can» 
not handle the word in that ſanctifyed uſe which God hath 
Yordained, but in ſtead of imbracing of heavenly conſolation, 
Yyoudoe miſpend your timeiin ſtrife, & envy, ſo that the Spirit 
Hof humiliation is farre from yon, for you do refuſe the Coun+ 
cell of the Apoſtle, to deck your ſelves inwardly with lowlines : 2... :. 5.65 
3 __ ofmind, 


FF 
of mind, ind beſhewetk the reafon,becaufe God refifteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble, But you doe apr 
the Counſell of the Apoſtle , who chargeth us to behave our | 
ſelves in all hnmility of mind , and mecknes in helping one | 
another, for he ſaith, this is the way to keepe the nniry of the | 
Spiritin the bond of peace , neither have you the working of I 
 thegraces in you which you have had, for you do not repent | i , 
from dead works,and thus I do manifeſt it: It is well knowne fot 
- you have troubled the minds of many faithfull perſons by Hh,, 
{ſundry of your pernicious errours , and theſe you have beene } ho 
covicted of, 1. That the innocent party might not forgive the 
they were joyned in mariage with,and broken the mariage b i 
hos 2. That thoſe temples buildedby Idolaters are unlawful 
for the Saints of God to worſhip God in; 3.That all formes of | 
prayerare unlawfull for Chriſtians to uſe as prayers, Theſe er- 1. 
rours many of you have confeſſed , yet ſundry of you hould } 
them ſtill,and you do demurre upon them. The Prophet Da- > Co 
vid was of another Spirit, for he mourned at the remembrance. | | 
of his finnes,and he ſaid: my ſinne is ever before me. = 
Andif the Lord in mercy would opE your hearts, as he did | : 
open the heart of Lydia, , you would then with Iob abhorre 8 
yourſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, O let us feare Gods } 
judgments , and not harden out hearts as the Iſraelites did, for ; ; 
it isa haynous finne, to'ſtand in errour is preſumption, there- | Jia 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith, if we ſinne willingly or wilfully after MY © 
I w_ wee know the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for | 
finne but a fearefull looking for of judgment: judgments are 
cither ſpirituall or wewbpordil f irituall is a departing fro God, | 
that is,to be unſenſible of that he doth teach us,& we have not 
hearts ro lament the fame as'weſhould, Then followes 4 decay | 
of his graces,which we haye enjoyned, and fo there followes a | 


benumbed | 


| 
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Wa 
© 
. 
. 
*% 
= < 
F#pheſ, 42, 
yN ' 
» 


Pap... 
Meady and rafu Cenſurers ſeaſonably reproved. 


.6 Hriſtian Reader, there wete certaine Chriſtians in Lon- 
3K  _ don, which did ſee,by the doarine there ſoundly. from the word 
| of God delivercd, that by nature they were the Children of 
wrath,and that God in his infinite love bath ſent his Sonne Icfus 
 FChriſt, who hath ſuffered death , to redeeme all thoſe which doe beleeve 
' [Bi him, and ſubwit obediemly unto his Goſpell, and they ſecing there al- 
| Mowed an Antichriſtian Government, which did there burden the Church 
 Fwith ſundry ſuperſtitions contrary to the word' of God, they aflembled_ 
: Fhemſclves rogether, and folemncly made a joint Covenant, to help one 
> "notherin obedience to the truth,in theſe words. 
3 We doe covenant to Walk, obediently unto the word of God in all things, the 
* Lord hath revealed, or ſhall reveale untous. 
'F. And. afier this they did refraine from ſundry ſuperſtitions there prac- 
Fiſcd,upon which they were perſecuted by the Prelaces, whereupon ſundry 
"2 df thera came over into this Land, and joined themſelves unto Engliſh 
FCongregations in ſevcrall places,as their callings did conſtraine them,and 
- 'Flome of them came hither ro Amſterdam , unto the congregation of 
Fthoſc which were called Browniſts, and there by the Miniſter,and moſt of 
: Fche people they wore acknowledged as fellow brethren. Hob 
 & Since which time divers have riſen up from amongſt them who have 
Wfaid , that that Covenant which thole perſons had formerly made was 
"Wfalle; So after long debating they affirmed that that Covenant was an 
doll. and that thoſe which held it in jodgment » were no viſible Chci- 
*Riians, wy 
= Vpon this ſome of them deſired ro have aconferenceto diſcuſle this 
WFmattcr, and there being a mceting , there came ſundry ſtrangers , and wy 
ſclfe was one being preſent and hcaring their diſcourſe of this matter, 
| which continucd 3. hourcs,each ,party having their argurnents written 
M9gowne & cad in our hearing: In fine Mr, 24ay and Delecluſe did affirme 
Frhat that Covenant was an abominable Idoll, and as great an Idoll asthar 
F which was ſer up inthe plaine of Dara; atthe hearing whereof I was 
2 much preivcd , that men which had becae religious, ſhould fall into ſuch 
great Blaſphcmy againſt the Goſpell. . SAT 
3 . Now let us ſec how the Lord hath graciouſly accepted yile Woierh 
it | W neck 


& (brow, . 
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when they did with a true heart turne unto him , although they were | 


much defiled. 


| We: read of Ieroboams ſonne, although he was traincd up in falſe 
worſhip, yet in that the Lord ſaw in him ſome goodnes, he would not lor if 
him ſee thatevill which fell on that kingdome as the Scriptures record. * *'? 

 Weread alſo,that when Iſtacl was without the trueGod,& without the 3 
Law,and without the true Miniſtry, yet the Lord did graciouſly receive 


to mercy all thoſe which ſought him in truth, although they remained in 


an idolatrous Land with Jdolaters , and there were two ſchooles of the Þþ 


Prophets,one at Bethell, and another at Iericho.. 


We find thar'the idolatrous Citic of Nineyckh repented',' and made a | 
Covenant tothe Lord, and the Lord did graciouſly accept of themand 3 
removed his judgment from them although they were exceedingly pollu- \/ 


red in falſe worſhip, yet in that they forſooke thoſe evill courſes they ſaw 
to be contrary to.the will of God , the Lord'did graciouſly ſhew them 
his favour, and accepted of their repentance , although they remained in 


many finnes, If it be objeRted, thatthis was but froma tewporall puniſh- 


ment , and therefore they did onely ſorrow co avoyd that; Beir fo that 


moſt of them did, yet it doth nn that ſundry of them turned to the '. 


Lord in truth,ar.d obtained temiflion for all their finnes,and the reſt had 


the judgments of God fell upon them within 40. yeares, becauſe they did 4 
not.goc forward in the fruites of tru: repentance. For as it is in our firſt 
birth, the whole perſon is borne and not (ome parts oneiy, fo is it in the - 


worke of our Regeneration , the whole perfon is borne againe though 


not fully, for there 1s but one ſpicit both of faich, hope, love, humility,and - 1 
paticnce which all have which acc Chrifts; If any man have not the Spirit \ 


of Chiiſt he is none of his, therefore I conclude, that he which hath not 


all Chriſtian graces ina meaſure, bath-none,& he which hath any intruth, 2 


hath them all, although all ace not manifcſted at their firſt converſion. 
We read in the Goſpel! , That the Diſciples of Chriſt tonuld himthey 
were among ſome which preached ih his name, but they followed him 


not,and therefore they forbad them to preach : But our Saviour rebuked 4 
them for forbidding them, and affirmed that thoſe which are not againſt 
him, are with him, which doth manifcft ſome may be wanting in the 


knowledge of ſundry truths, and yet be accepted of God. 
We do find ſundry of the Kings of Iudah, of whom the Holy Ghoſt 


reſtifyerh, They did that which was right in the fight of the Lord, and yer ] 
| | the © 


fafbnably reproved. | 3 

; Wke high placcs were not Av 71 Sea was Idolatry,and yet for all 
Mhis,they reccived teſtimony of Gods favour. 

BZ Wedorcad inthe Apoflles dayes, when the manifeſtation of the gra- 

- ices of God did moſt clearly ſhine , that thoſe maiſter builders did receive 

"Hinco the Church, ſome which were as corruptin Iudgment,as thole which 

adethe Coycnant with Mr Iacob; and we read, when Paul came among 


oly Ghoſt, they confeſſed they knew not whether there was an Holy 
hoſt. | And I thinke, you cannot inſtance any of thoſe of Mr lacobs 
"FÞeople, that erred more in judgment, then thoſe did in this. 

3 Ve doe find when the Maiſtcr builders did receive men into the Co- 
| Fenant of Chriſt, they received all thoſe into the Church, that did confes 
, Rhcir narurall cotruptions , and beleeved in Icfus Chriſt, that through his 

K&ffcrings they ſhould receive remiflion of all-their finnes, and yer man 
; Of them were ignorante & erred in many grounds of the Chriſtian faith,& 
| Ferthe Holy Ghoſtcalls them Saints and Chriſtians, yea ſomedid denye 
| "Fho ceſurreRion , ſome knew not that there was a Holy Ghoſt, and ſome 
 Wid maintaine the doctrine of Balaam, and ſome which maintained that 
© Silthy Doctrine of the Nicholaitaines , and ſuffered the abominable Doc- 
Meine of Iczabell to be taught among them, theſe were great and hainous 
 M1$e ES 
7 Yet theſe were accounted Chriſtians , and the true Church of Icſus 


ome of them, and demanded of them concerning the operation of the 48 r5.s, 


; ol hriſt, which yer fcequenred the Tewes worſhip. We read alſo whenthe ,, ... 
Alraclites had bcene tertifyed and quaked at the preſence of God , the 419.7 


C I pcople ſpake to Moſes; Goe thou up to the Lord, and ſpeake unto us - 
 2Þll that the Lord-faith , and declare thou itunto us,for all that che Lord 
| Wur God faith unto thee,that we will heareand doe ir. This holy Cove- 
— Mant the Lord didacceptof,, and ſaid they haye well ſaid , and the Lord 
vas well pleaſcd with this. 

3 But you condemne this holy Covenant , and ſay itis an abominable 
 Mdoll,is there a greater blaſphemy committed among men then this? 
 #F- Burthtſe maiſters of ſtrange doctrine affirme, that there are 3, efſen- 
| Frialls of the Lo1ds Covenant, and without them they are no viſible 
Chriſtians ; Firſt a calling, 2. Obedichce; 3. Signes of obedience. Now 
FHalthovgh they come, in another ſhew then the Papiſts, yer it is the {ame ar- 
 Eguamenc which the Papiſts have maintained : Namcly, that we arc juſt:fyed 
; Wbcforc God partly by faith, and partly by works ; Againſt which we af - 

= | WE 2 | firme, 
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firme, weare juſtifyed freely by grace betceving in Teſus Chriſt, withour 


any deſerts of our (clves, for we are fo polluted in finne ' and iniquity that * 


weare notable to performe any holy duty, ſo as the perfite Law of God 
doth require , therefore we confelle our beſt ations arc polluted, We doe 
defire holineſſe and doe ſtrive for it, wee doedayly pray to our heavenly 


Father for it, but by reaſon of our great corruption , we cannot attayne to 
that wee deſire, Wee doe beleeys wee ſhalbe clothed with the righteduſ- } 

ncſle of Chriſt, and if we ſhould ſecke to obtayne ſalvation by our owns 
obedience we were proude wretches and abominable,” we doe love the | 


perfite Law of God and we delight in it, and wee labour ro obay it, and 
our beliefe doth binde us thereunto, bur by reaſon of our corrupt nature 
wee cannot attayne unto it , untill our bodies and ſoulcs, be ſeparated, 
then it ſhalbee utterly conſumed by the quickning power of Chriſt. 
Therefore wee doc condemne this abominable doctrine, to affirme 
the eſſence of a Chriſtian ftands in our obedience. 
This is fufficient to manifeſt that the Lord doth accept of thoſe which 
' come unte him with a {incereheart, although they. be corrupted in Ido- 
| latry. And this is aceordivg to that which Chriſt tcacheth us,for be to 
tenr4 35 Whom much is given, of him more ſhalbe required, then of him on 
«> 27> whom lefle is beſtowed. Bur all the ſervants of God have a defire to ob= 
ſerve all his commandements , and hereunto Chriſt ſaith , If ye love me 
keepe my Commandements , and againe he that hath my commandment 
and keepeth them,is he that loveth me,and kethat loverh me ſhalbe loved 
of my father,and I will love him,and will ſhew my ſclfe unto him. -. 
Againe Chriſt doth command us to:come unto him, and to learne of 
him, Therefore there is none ſo ignorant, but the Lord will reach him if 


T:8.4,14, 


he cometo him in fincerity , for the Lord delighteth in the humble, and 


will teach them his precepts. And ſcing the Goſpell doth call us to repen= 
tance from all (ins ſo faras we can attaine to lee,and learne by his word; 
and that the-Lord doth accept of our generall repentance for our fins 
PIP 19. unknewne,for who can underſtand his errours. Such men having a con- 
tinuall trifr againſt their corrupt nature , and often praying tothe Lord 
for wore ſtrength of his gracete ſubdue their naturall corruptions , and 
refraining from all Supetſtitions and Idolatries , which they do attaine to 
ſee by the Word of God, although they do comwir Idolatry, yer they ſee 

| itnot,they know it not, Itis a ſinne of ignorance in them. Therefore thoſe 
men aro landtifyed men,in that they are faithful co all the cones 
TT I: Rs of God 
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of God (o farre as the Lord hath revealed unto them , and therefore they 
ſuffer perſecution becauſe thgy dare nur. fubmig to. thole luperſtitions they: 
7 ſee ro be evill,ang they lead afangifyed life, and belecch the Lord to wa» 
2X nifeſt his truth-uipco chem, and doe daily {ye unto the Lord for more. 


b | ſtrength of his grace to ſubdue their body of finne. 


. Such aman-l affirme to be atcue Chriſtian though of yrs he be Rem. 14,29 
fcined with Idolatry , for as tac Apoſtle afficmcth, whatlocyer is not of 
faich is Sinne. > a 
Now with what Conſcience can theſe men affticme this Covenant theſe 
men made, to be a falſe Covenant, (cing the whole renour of the SCcipe 


'F tures do call us to repentance and we all know but in part, and (ec darkly 


'Y and in many things We are Ignorant, as the Apoſtle (hew eth us. if; 

'% The words of the Coyenant are (uch as the Golpcll calls us unto: g,,,,,, 

_ Their obedience is ſuch as the Servants of God have formerly.made , as 
© is here manifeſted. Therefore thoſe which doe afticme this Covenant to 
7 bean doll, do blaſpheme God and his Saints, and deſerve to, be cut of, * 7#m-1-20 
'Z that they may no more blaſpheme., 

* . By che Law the Blaſphemec ought to be ſtoned to death: the Apoſtle Levir,a4- 
yrote to the Saints, ſaying 3 Let no man call Iefus Chriſt execrable, þur #1710 
thoſe which affticme this Covenant to be an 1doll, do call Chriſt execra» 
ble. ber 
_ Y8, but they ſay, they were corrupted in Idolatry, and are pollued in 
many great ſinnes , and that they are not ſanCtifyed as the Lord comman- 
deth his peopleto be. 

.- [grant itis (0, and (o are weall (o long as we remaine in this finfull 99-423 
fichh, . know yeenot ihe Lord hath promiſed that a bruiſed reed he will 
not; break, and ſmoaking flax he will nor quench ? 

The Apoſtle Paul afticmeth, there is no ſalvation bur in Icſus Chriſt, ,.c.,..,, | 
and for our comfort he doth manifeſt unto us, that if we imbrace the 26-07: dh 

Goſpell in ſincerity, although we be ſtained with ſuadry cxrours and ma- © © _ 
ny finns,yet if we walke holily,ang conſcionably in that truth which God 
hath reyeiled.unto us, we ſhall inherite eternall life. | 

Hereunto the Prophet ſpeaking in the perſon of God, ſaith: I haye 1149.44.22 
pi away thy tranſgreffions as a cloud,and thy finnes as a miſt: elſewhere 
e ſaith, he forgivcth all our iniquities ; and the Evangeliſt reſtifyeth, Chciſk 
is the Lambe of God, which doth take away che finnes of the World, So 

I conclude, Chriſt Leſus is he that hath (atilfyed the wrath of God for all 

; > --A-4 the 
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the fiunes of all thoſe which bekeve in him, and have ſuch efficacy of 

Faith,and repentance, as I have formerly deſcribed. | | 

| Thoſe therefore that doe affirme this holy Covenant to þc an Idoll, 

Epke 4.30, do oppoſe the Counſell of the Apoftle, in greiving the holy Spirit of 
God. 

If we be in linne we ſee it nor, are we therefore tycd in our finnes, as 
you aftirme, and as you maintaine againſt us ? lJooke you umto it ; for you 
maintaine a preat hereſye which doth overthrow the grace of God given 
us in Iefus Chriſt, and the foundation of Chriſtian Religion both concer- 
ning faith and repeatance » and concerning Chriſts merit and ſuffrings; 
By your reaſoning , it muſt follow , that no repentance is accepted unto 
{alyation, unles thece be a particular acknowledgment of all thoſe finnes: 
you teach againſt; of which ſome of them are proved to your faces to be 
falle charges, and ſome of thern are ſo diſputable, that no man- living can 
diſcerne, yet thus you teach againſt us, that the bloud of Chriſt doth not 
cieanſe us from all our finns , but that we are tyed in the Coards of them 
till we particularly diſcernc,ard acknowledge them. = 

- This is contrary to the whole ſcope of the truth of the Goſpell mani- 
felted unto us inthe Holy Scriptures, which ſhew , that throughfaith in 
Chriſt we obtaine remiſſion of all our finnes which through the preat 
corruption of our nature remaine in us, and which the moſt faithful} can- 
not dilcerne, although the Lord hath given ſufficient means to reyeale 
and manifeſt them unto us. 

What availeth it to (ay, that Chriſt dyed for ſinners, whileſt you-main» 
taine ſuch a condition which requires ſuch repentance as no man can at- 
raine unto? But we know,God haih decrecd to magnify the perfeQtion'of 
his grace in the imperfeQion of our faith and repentance: The infinite 
veriue and dignity of Chiifts Divine Nature appeared moſt g:orioufly in 
this, 11 giving merrit to the luffrings of h's manhood to fatiſfy even for 
umknowne fines, which arc not particolarly and diſtin&ly confeſſed 
ahd repented of, by reaſon of our great cor:nuptiongin our whole nature. 

| How ſhall you appeare before the molt 1ighteous judge ſeeing you 
 pſ#t.103, Maintaine ſuch pernicious hereſy , which doth darken both Chriſts Per- 
| 2-Cor 73-94 fo1, and his Offices and defaceth his Tettament 3 as theſe places ſhew, 
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With what face or conſcience can yee ſay, we are bound in our finnes, 
and are not to be communicated. withall , b.caule we -repent not of un» 
| knowne 
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knowne finnes , which we ice not, and ate fo intricate and controverlall 
that none can diſcerne thers , yet you (bring the onely people on carth, ) 
dare thus cenſure us. 

Our Saviour Chrift hath taught us to hold communion with his 


Church, although wicked men rewaine there; cyen for the Godlies lake, ,,, 


yea wich ſuch as are tycd inthe cords of their {innes , and ſuch as did live N 
and dye in their finnes without repentance , which is contrary to your ,,, 
praiſe , as is wanifcſt by your receiving of John Delecluſe who (c- 
perated_not onely from the French Church here , butalſo trom your 
owne of late, yet. you maintaine your ſchilwaticall Doctrine con- 
rcary .to the: expreſſe example of Chriſt , and thus you do call men 
to your ſchiſme which is manifettly diſcerned , although you dos it 
XZ under the colour and pretence of ſeperating fromfinne, and from per-. 
* taking in ſinne, for you ſeperate from the true worſhip of God upon pre- 

| rence of ſome\ſinnes we have not repented of, which might pollute you 


[ in your fellowſhip with us,if you thould participate with us. 


Conſider how yee do contradict your (clves ; you do acknowledgethe 
Datch Church tra be a rrue Church, and doe cali them brethren in Chriſt 
yet you leperate from them,& judge th.mtyed intheir finns, becaule they 
doe not repent of divers {inns, which in your judgment they are convicted 
of tobe cyill, you charging them with the breach of ſo many Lawes of 
God,yhich they doe rcmaine in and doe not repent of. 

\ This your reaſoning ſerves to. bring confulton and diſlipation among 
your ſelves in your Church. For it is well man\feſted according to your 
owne profeſlion,that there are many knowne linns among you not repen= 
ted of,to omit ſundry I could name,confider of theſe. Ic 1s well knowne 
that ſome of you doe heare the word, preached in thoſe Temples which 
you hould to be idoll Temples, and you affirme itis finne, yer you dog 
ſuffer it praQtiſed among you. Againe your Elder John Delecluſe ſeperated 
fromthe French Chucch , and this was one of his grounds he iaid for 
bis {epcration from them , becauſe they ſuffered the junocent party ta 
. xetaine the offcndant which had committed Agultery to remaine tos 
gether upon his repentance which was your praCtiſe , but ſince you 
have acknowledged it your errour, but ſtill ſome of you are {o. min- 
ded ; I demaund of you according to your grounds againſt us, how 
can ye hould communion with thoſe, which hould brotherly ſociety with 
fuch,who arc ſo abominable,& icapdallous, & deſerve excommunication, 
nf 2-:.-: id 
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and ate tolerated in your Church eſpecially Iohn Delecluſe,and if ho have 

altered his Indgment then why doth he not acknowledge his finue unto 
the french church, for alledging (ach falſe grounds , to ſeperate from 

them 2 and if he be ſtill ſo minded,then with what conſcience can he com- 

municate in the worſhip of God with thoſe which hould ſuch abomi- 

nable iniquity to be tolerated, and maintained in their ſociety? 

Apaine , When Mr Iohnſon by his publick doArine had given a falſe 
expoſition upon Mathew 18. and contrary to your pratife dd waintaing |} 
it in ſundry difputes almoſt a yearc in the publick congregation, that he 
might quite ſubvert, & change your form of your government praQtifed, 
yet Mr. Ainſworth offered him, if he would ler their preſentorder ceaſe, 
and reccive that order which they prattiſed before the yeare 1602, they 
would reſt together peaceably, this offer he did make in the'name of the 
reſt, but this they accepted not of ,. then they offred ther before their 
parting , that notwithſtanding the great difference berwixt thetn of judg- 
ment, yet that they might lovingly part; and be rwwo ſeverall congregations, 
cach praftiſing as they were perſwaded,and yer nouriſhing brothetly love 
and unity betwixt themſelves, Now if your requeſt and defire had beehe 
granted you, yet you cannot denye burthar Mr. lohnſon., and thoſe with 
him had beene tyed in the cords of their finnes, and then their guiltines 
had remained upon them, both for falſe doctrine and' falſe government 
and great ſcandall, which in your opinion doth follow thereupon, and 
yet with theſe unrepentant Apoſtates , you profecſled to hould brotherly 
loye,freindſhip,and unity. | 

O extreame partiality in you ! which are ſo ready to {mother up ſuch 
ſcandals among your ſelves withour repentance of the'auih6urs of ſach 
falſe DoCrine,and yet to be {o ready to accuſe other Chiichtss 'of Chriſt 
of ſfinne, which you cannot fo deeply charge with forſaking the rturh 
which they formerly profelſed; and fo by your former plea agaitiſt us, you 
could not communicate together, ſeeing you maintAine fickrgreatipatrtia- 
lity , how can we judge yoo to walke conſcionably, bit rattier corrvptly 
and unconſcionably. For if your defice hid betne gtanted you ;yer could 
you not but judge them bound in.the cordes'oF'theit ſinvies ,'ad yer you 


profeſ{cd to hould brotherly love and unity with them, 

[The Apoſtle doth charge Timorhy to doe nothing partially and thar 
before God and leſus Chriſt}, and his cle& Angels. How little 'doe you 
regard this graye charge, how willyou anſwcre this befote tlie as 

| | 1s 
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FM 2  ſeaſonably reproved. ' = 
his angells in that great and terrible day of indgement, Pop 
- Againe ſeeing M.Robinſons people doe receive ſome to be members 
of their Charch , which were members of the Church of England , and 
© they haue not renounced that Church from whence they were of, neither 
A ſhewed reputance, for being members where they were, how can you 
Mhould communion with them, ſeeing by your reaſoning, they are ryed in 
their ſinnes as much as wee are , {o egery way your parciallitic doth ap<- 
care, | 
Yer ye Qtill accuſe the Dutch Church in Amfterdam vnto M, Iunius a 
MF reverend Diuine for 11. fianes, which you {ay they doeliue in, of the 
MJ which two of them are proned to' your, faces to be falſe charges, and 
MZ oreat ſlaunders of you ſo to accuſe rhem,as M. Padget hath well manife=- 
Feed , you doe alſoaccuſe the Dutch Church for abuſeing the Cenſureof 
"Zexcowmunication, & yet you doe tranſ{grelſe in abuſeing that holy Cen- 
ure more hainouſfly , as for Example , you excommunicated lome, be-= 
Fcaule they maryed with the members of the Dutch Charch, We? 
3 May wee.not fay to you as Chriſt ſaieth., out of thine owne mouth Animads 
F thou ſhalt be iudged, and in your owne words , if they which hold verſion. 
F otherwiſe in iudgement , ſhall let the true praiſe of the Goſpell goe, 125+ 
YE pofteritie afterthem being brought into bondage, may iuſtly blame and 
J curſe them which would not ſtand for the truerh. we 
Y Wee read, that the Church of God negle&ed the: paſſouer and |, 2] 
J circumciſion in the wildernefle, yet the Lord did not reie& them, al- » 4s by 
J though hee commanded them to vle it for cuer , and wee do finde they 
Y kepr it the ſecond yeere, as doth appeare Nombers the ninth, 1. 2. 3, 
FJ and their negle& of circumciſion doth appeare to be their grienouſe _ 
© finne,as wee (ee in Exodus the 4, 24.25, and wee read , they were vncir- 
Y cumciſed , by reaſon they circymciled rhem not by the way, therfore the 
F Lord calleth this their circumciſion the rakeing away of the ſhame of 
3 Epipt from them Ioſua the 5. 7, 9. by this hee doth reproach then , for 
YnegleCing it, and wee may ſee it was the breach of Gods Law, Gen. 17, 
F and (otheir finne : and yettheſe were the Church of God , and yet wee This 5s 
q ſee they lived in this finne contrarie to the Law of God, which cqm- greater cors 
F mandgd then to circumciſe their Children the eight day,and if ir ſhould Tprion 
be obieted they were tollerated by reaſon of their tragells, I anſwere it *"*** A 5 
F doth appeare otherwaies, by the example of Moſes, by reaſon their 799797 . 
KF =orhers did carie their yong thildren in their armes , and when they peacons. 
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Heady and raſh Cenſuers | 
came to Gilgall before they came to their reſt , where ny did circum 
cile them in more danger by their enimies there , then if chey had per- 
formed ir according to the Law,and theſe people the Lord did not reiedt .' 


them to be his befoued, for all theſe preat finnes, from which wee con. | 


clude, that fome Churches maie want ſome neceſſarie points, appertaining 
to ſound and cornly being, and yet not reie&ed of the Lord, j 

' Wee' find'the firſt of Samuel} that thoſe holy Perfons , Elkanah and } 
Hanna , and Samuel! , did hold communion withthe Church , when the » 
bigh Prieſts fonnes, did exceedingly cotrupt the worſhip of God, in fo | 
much thar it is ſaid,that men abhorred the ſacrifice of the Lord. 4 

" This doth manifeſt Brownes Dodrine, is an erroniouſe Dorine,who & 


affirmerh they are'no vifible, Chriſtians , which hould not our obedience NJ 
is the eſſence of a Chriſtian, which Dofcrine was learnedly confuted , by 


M. S. B. and dedicated to his Coffen Thomas Hufey Eſquire 44.yeeres $a 
ſince, And although M, Barrow did maintaine ſundry of his errours, 4 


| yetthis hee neyer maintained, 


' As for Robert Browne , heare the teſtimonie of M. Hariſon who was 


_ Choſen paſtoire' of that company , and Browne teacher when they for- . F 


ſooke England, and came to Midle-Borgh, with about go or 6o Perſons, 


and before they had bim their 3 monethes Browne forſooke them , of ©: 


whom M. Haryſon wrote thus in a latter to a friend of his in Londen , in 
thee words! Uo | hi LS 
" Indeed the Lord bath made a breach amongſt vs for our ſinnes , which 
hath made ys vnworthy to beare his great and worthy cauſe,M, Browne .# 
hath caft vs of, and that with open manifeſt and notable treacheries, asI 4 
abhorre to .tell, and if I ſhould declare them you could not beleeue ' 
mee , which becauſe this ſheete and many more could not ſuffice to | 
rehearſe, I will medle with no particuler thing, onely this I teftifie vnto Þ} 
you, I am well able toproue that Caine delt not fo jll with his brother 1 
Habell,as hee bath delt with mee, A 
'And towards the end of his letter hee writeth, this I would admoniſh 
you to take heed how yee doe adyEture your ſelfe to bea meansto ſpread 
abroad any of that parties bookes , except they were more tending to the 


| i of God , then they bee, for in bis firſt booke there is minifeſt ? 

| heriſy , and in the other vpon the 23 of Mart. is a paterne of all lude fran- Þ 
ticke diſorder , who hauecyes to ſee it, and I doe not doubt but that the ' } 3 
'Lord willdriue him to worle , ſeeing hee hath ſo notablie fallen from : 


God . 1 


ſeaſonably reproved. : 7I 
God; therefore giue not your ſelues tobe abuſed, and the Lord open 
$ your eyes,and giue you profit by my writing,euen as I ſend it you, to doe 
you good, This is the Teſtimony of M. Harriſon. Yet you doe embrace 
FF this pernicioule DoArine of Browne, althongh hee confeſſed it was erro- 
W niouſe, in that hee afirmeth, the eſſence of a Chriſtian ſtandeth in our 

obedience to the word of God, yet yeeagreuate it , in your affirming, 
there are three efſentialls of the Lords Conenant, and without thoſe they 
are no viſible Chriſtians, 

Oh that your beart could ſee your wretched rebellion , againſt his 
ereaces, which if ye bad obtained , ye would cry our, wee are polutedin 
2 fioneand iniquity,that we are not able ro preforme any holly duety fo as 
'$ the pertite Law of God doth require , therfore we confeffe our beſt aQti- 
X onsare poluted , wedoe deſire holinefſe and doe ftriue for it, wee doe 
'=2 dayly pray to our heauenly father for it, but by rea{on of our great cor- 
7 cuptions wee cannot atrayne to that wee deſire, We doe beleeue,wee 
3 ſhalbe claothed with the righteiouſnefle of Chrift, and if we ſhould 
Þ ſeeke to obtaine (aluation, by our owne- obedience we were proud 
Z wretches and abominable , we doeloue the perfite Law of God, and we 
'Z; delight in,it, and wee laboure to obey it, and our belecue doth binde ys 
## thereynto, bur by reaſon of our corrupt jnature wee cannot attayne: ynto T#.2.14+ 
# It, vncill our bodies and ſoules, be ſeparated , then it ſhalbe vtterly con- | 
#4 ſumed by the quickning power of Chriſt. 


: We profeſle to be builded by faith, vypon Iefus Chriſt the head corner x peter 2; 
& ftone, Andit is ina two: foule condition to be conſidered , the Firft is, chap 3. 4, 
7 the very kaniting vnto Chriſt,in whicha one ſtandeth the life, and being 5-7. 
"@ of A Chriſtian , and ſo of a Church and in nothing elſe, for it is hee 
3 faieth the Apoſtell that giueth ſaluation to the body, He maketh ir by Eph,5,22: 
F paying his ranſome, and he imputerh righteouſneſle. and iuftifieth vs 23. "FM 
Þ holly and vablameable without ſpot or wrinkle ;: The ſecond is, in that 
<2 oyvkis voion with Chriſt all things of his mediation and ſo of his Kingly 
'Þ office, are in a meaſure communicated heare vnto vs, ſo that we pradtiſe 
F obedience, and holly behaviour ynto the Lord, And theſe conditions _ ,,, PE, 
F arenoother, then ſuch as we may behould in many particular: Chriſtians, chap. Fl 5 1 
1 firtapprehendivg Chriſt by faith, we become one: with him next it 4$/vers. | 
Þ# begin dofollow. Acommunication A change of inherent qualities tothe 2Tm1.9 
.Y price of a holly life, 2 Tim-1;9;Þ0o oo ooo 


3 * Now I demand of you whither a man beiuſtified and fo a Chriftian in Epheſ. 5.ce 
apprehending of Chriſt, orelle in the renuinge of his inherent qualities. 24- 26. 
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If you fay by renuing you hauethe councell of Trent for your Com- 
panions, if you grant it by apprehending,then your ground worke haue | 
failed you, for like as euery one particularly is Iuſtified for a Chriſtian, * 


through their onely vniting with Chriſt by faith, euenſo are many toge= | 
ther iuſtified and a Church of Chriſt, ? | 


I hold it for an excellent grace of God to paſſe offences , herevnto Sa- 
lemon faith, it is a mans honour to paſſe by offences, I bauing ſeene the | 
ill of taking occations to be ouer iuſt , remembring the ſentence , be not 
wicked ouer much , neither be iuſt ouer much, which hath cauſerh me to | 
paſſe by many {landerous reproaches and falſe calumniations which I haue 
receiued amongſt you, which I haue long paſſed by and often beſeeching | 
the Lord by his grace to {uppreſſe my corrupt nature, that I might pati= | 
ently beare thoſe yniuſt rebuckes,and now I doe thinke it time to ſpeake 
and cleare my innocencie. 

1 was brought to your pnblicke congregation for ſtanding obſtitinate 
in linne as they teftitied and affirmed,and I anſwered that I was vniuft] 


acculed,and it was Lawfull for me to maintaine, thenthey deuided the | 1 


matter into 3 parts , the one part I confeſſed was the breach of the great 
commandement of loue, the other 2 parts I did defend,in fine,they feing 
I ſtood to mentaine the matter, they vſed perſwading words for me to 
conlefle I had finned in therRion to which I anſwered, that was notthe 


_ queſtion, ſo I perceived they wold couler itouer by quiuocation as I had 


formerly {eeng among t them. 


I will omit the many queſtions which your companions put to me, 
toinſnare me, and M.Anſworth demanded of me,why I did not anſwere 


_ . . «them,vnto which Iaid,among many words there cannot want iniquity, 


thus being provoked 2 Lords dayes. And your Church hauing 'con- 
{ſented I ſhould beexcomms: one of your Elders. ſtood vp and ſaid , bre- 
thre there is an other matter to come in agaivſt him,& is a haynous {inne 


| and he know it cannot now be publiſhed , and if you will ſtay vorill the 
_ .., next Lords day , we might bring that to your publike , and fo we way || 
_. -preſide- againſt him, for that and this both together. This was the zx9thr *}jþ 
* of March; x616.. + | | 


The wceke following that Elder came to me, and one with him, and 
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feafonably reproved, 13 
Planches and M.Slade wold not meere for good men to be ioyned with 
Derray, and that I ſaid L hard them not ſayr fo, to which I anſwered, 
wold anſwere it, to their Church, and when the matter was relate, 
in their Church they demanded of me whatI anſwered to that accuſa- 
tion,and I ſaid, it is true , I ſaid thole men would not meete, to diſcuſe 
the matter with Derray, And it was alſo true, that I did not beare them 
ſaid ſo, then they ſaid this is a contradiQtion , my anſwere was make of 
it, what you pleaſe. Then after alonge pauſe, Iſaid is this the haynous 
finne your Elder faid he had againſtme, thenlI told them , if they had 
any other matter againſt me,l deſire them to ſignifie it, and as for theſe 
matters they had my anſwere,and I haue beard your Sentence, therefore 
henceforth I will neither trouble you, nor my ſelfe in theſe matters. 

Then M. Ayn{worth ſpoke to me with perſwading words and ſaid, 
the Law of God isſpirituall, and that there was finne in ſome matters, 
which we could not {ee jnto, and therfore he exhorted me to confeſse 
that I bad ſinned-in the a&ion, vnto which I anſwered them , that is not 
the queſtion, | 

They cauſed meto ſtay after amongſt them an hower longer then 1 
purpofed,in: which time they diſcourſed of ſundry things, to vrge me to 
ſpeake, but remained in filens, and till being vrged I anſwered that 
among many words there wanted not iniquity, For aw that whatſoe- 
uer I did ſpeake would be taken-in ill part and the worft ſence, | 

\ Itthen minded that I was. hardly intreated by thoſe , with whome I 
had remained , nere x5 yeares and ſhewed Kkindnes vnto, but with allI 
remembred how Iofephs Brethren had dealt with him, and that the Lord 
turned it to his good, I gettin a Copie from them , of that they obieed 
8gainſt, me I went afterwards tothe Dutch Church and there remained, 
fince they baue vſed-very repraochfull & ſlanderous ſpeaches apainſt me, 
þut I thanke God who keept me, that E rendered them nor ill for ill, 
and fince they are fallen into more grofle errours, 


We doe not beleeue that the Church would proceede againſt you, 0;e8; 


bur vpon iuſt cauſe. 


T his was the cauſe I had forewarned one man my houſe, for ſome- Anſw, 


thing I diſliked in that man, and after I finding himin my bouſe,l com. 
manded himout , but he refuſed, vpon that 1 did-take a weapon in my 
| bands, and commanded him preſently to goe out of my doores, but he 


Aill refuſed ,.then I thruſt him out. by ſtrong hand , and inthruſting him, 
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1% | Heady and raſh Cenſuers 
'hefell downe, and h2did yſe-prouoking words to mee, which did cauſe 
me to anſwer him with ſuch yyords as1 ought not to ſpeake: yponthis 
he did after-come to me and admoniſh me of finne, for thruſting him out 
.of my houſe: I anſwered him, I'would maintaine my authority in mine 
owne houſe; after this he came to my houſe with two more on a 7th day 
at night about xor $ of the Clock at night, and they ſent to me to ſpeake 


-with me, I being then buſy yet came I to them, and told them chat I was | 


buſy & ir was late, therfore I defired them to come the 2 day , & I would 
ſatisfy them,8 ſo I returned to the company I had to do withall,The next 
day I being ar their Church , theſe parties did ſay , they had a matter of 


ſinne ro.complaine of againſt me, 8&1 an{wered,that I had not been dealt 


-with all in the 2 place,and I'vrged that my anſwer; it was anſwered that 


the Church was now poſſeſsed with the matter , and therefore they muſt, 
bring me to repentance; ſo then they drew the matter vnto 3 heads , firſt 


for euill words, ſecondly for being . angry , and takeing a weapon in my 
hands; thirdly for thruſting bim out of my dores. To which I anſwered, 
that I had ſinned in ſpeaking ſo to him , then they demanded of 
me, waat commandement I had broken ? I faid, the great com- 
mandement of loue , then they prefſed me to confelse I had finned in 
thruſting him out of my houſe: I anſwered , I would maintaine it was 
my authority I had to command him out of my houſe,to which they ſaid, 
that he being a brather , I ought not todoeit, ynrill I had firſt com- 
plained to them of it, and they conſented vntoit, the which I did denye 
and ſaid, I ought to gonerne my houſe, and would gouerne it, without, 
aſking them leaue; then they demanded of me ; what I confeſsed for 
| being angry with him: and I anſwered, he had giuen me iuft cauſe tobe 


angry with him; then they did admoniſh me of theſe 2 otherpoints for 


fino , with fgnification that if I ſhewed nor forth repentance the next 
Lords day , I ſhould be proceeded againſt:and ſo how I was intreated the 
next Lords day I haue formerly ſhewed. | | ? 
Now whereas ſome doe ſlaunderouſly report that I was excommuni. 
cated, for that I hauing before conſented he ſhould mary my daughter, 
& now denied her vnto him , this is well knowne, that in this citty,here 
is an order for all thoſe buſineſses, and wee were rwo moneths before the 
commiſcaries who did heare the matter, 8c he had his freind to heare and 
to plead before the Commilsaries, & they hauing heard all which could 
| befaid,did pronounce all matters concerning mariage was yoyd , andif 
- any 


| ſeal onably reproved, ” 15 
ahy ddubt of the truethof this, they may beſatisfyed with the Commil. 


faries booke. Here is the trueth related, Let all which feare God confſi- 
der and judge as they wil anſwer at the great day,when all ſecrets ſhalbe 


manifeſted. 


| I will not trouble my ſelf to relate their vniuſt excommunicating of 


Others , neither of their reuileing and ſlaundring thoſe which they 


have yniuſtly excommunicated ,I doe lee the band of God is heauy vpon 
them in blinding their minds , and bardening their hearts, that they 


| doe not ſee his trueth, but oppoſe it, ſo that they are at warres amongſt 


themſelues , and they are farre from that true peace of God which doth 


follow bolines, the Prophet ſaith , they are rebels which doe refule to Ezech. 12: 


obey the word of the Lord. 


s And ſome yeeres ſince, they hauing a contrauerſy among themſelues, 


they agreed that Door Amies and M.Peeter ſhould difſide the matter, 
ſo there came ſundry to heare it diſcuſed , and Do&or Amies ſhewed 
them ſuch arguments and reaſons , that they both did confeſse, he gaue a 
true cenſure of their matter , after this M, Peeter ſaid ynto them , you 
are bardly thought on becauſe you haue excomunicated ſo many honeſt 
men. | 

Vnto which Iohn Delecluſe one of their Elders did anſwer,they had ex- 
communicated none which had any ſparke of grace in them, but they 


were all notorious wicked me;thus he {pake in the preſence ofhis fellow 


Elder,& ſundry others of their company, but not any of them,did blame 
him for ſo ſpeaking , vnto which M, Peeter repleyed and ſaid, ſome of 
thoſe you baue excommunicated I know, and I thinke them tobe honeſt 
men , and heere is Steuen Offwood, what can you lay againſt him,I doe 
thinke him an honeſt man,ynto which they replyed not one word, 

Now they haue bad time let them inſtance what they can againſt me, 
and ſee if they can charge me , with any ill all -the time which Ilived 
amonghiſt them or fince to this day, which they are not as giltie of as my 
{elfe , yet I doe know many preat faylings by my ſelfe , againſt which I 
dayly doe ſue ynto my God, for more ſtrenght of grace, to ſubdue and 
ouercome, | 

One of their Elders M, May,whom I had known more then 20 yeers, 
and though,be had ſome good parts inbim, I hauing heard a conference 
betwixt them , I was minded to deliver him this my writing,and on the 
21th of AuguftI yyent to bim , after had ſaluted bim ,1ſaid cobim, I 
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was preſent at their conference , and T hard their Arguments , and I told 
him they were very dangerous errours, therefore it was good for him to 
conſider what way be ſaid againft them , and {ee how dangerouſly they 
peruerted the faith, and blaſphemed againſt the trueth, to which he 
anſwered me,Steus doeft thou come to ynderminde me, I will mantaine 
thoſo argumets, againſt you & 20 of the learnedeft mentha:. could came 
though the were more , for I know well enough what them art, horn 
an Apoſtate & an enitnie to the trueth ,thou wenteſt to the ſtat houſe & 
weert a falſe witnes againſt ys there other bitrer words he vſed, to which 
I anſwered, iyou doe ſpeake very vntruely 8 ſlanderouſly,, I doe mind 
your argumeuts to be blaſpheme_ herefie , he ſaid where in I anſwered 
in this which yea, affirmed, that thoſe which held or made M. Jacobs 
couenant were no viſible Chriſtians , he replyed that that was falſe fors 
he vſed noſuch arguments and that was not for thee to take ypon the 
to oppole them , and other ſuch like ſpeaches he yſed ro flight me, And 
ſaid take DoQor Amies bis helpe and yet we { hould find it more them 
weecould doe, ee | 
Vnto with I anſwered him, Ihaue embraced Religion as long as you 
if not longer I haue reade as much as you if not more,therefore I ſee not 
but I may ynderſtand Religion as well as you , he was ſtill, burdenin 
of me with vniuſt matters, Itold him that I wonld publif h his berefie 
and blaſphemie ynto the world,and for his raylings and flaunders they 
ſhould come on his owne backe, he ſaid I {hould doe ill to flaunder bim 
wiih that he did not hould ; to which Ianſwered if I did {o that was my 
great ill, bat this I ſaw in him, a corrupt conſcience to denie that which 
he affirmed before many witneſſes and was written downe, & read ynto 
bim , and there prefens he did: maintaine it,and yet now he doth denie 
it, which isthe part of an bereticke. 
Now to anſ{were ſome of your accaſations you faid I am an Apoftate 
f you doe mind as fone of you haue former- 
ly faid,that John Marke the Euangeliſt was an Apoſtate in that he vyent 
not forward In the worke of the Lord as he ought, I doe confelle it and 


AB x5- am therein highly gilty , and I bumbly beſeech the Lord for pardon of 
- 138. 


my many faylings therein,but if you do vnderftand that I dooppole that 


flaunder me , trueth it is throught Gods mercie I haue ſeene hnndry er- 
rours,l formerly I beld which you,which nowl doe deteſtand I doe 0 
riouſly 


- xrueth which formerly I profeſsed I doe denie and doe affirme, you doe | 
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& or not, and Paul lefca ruleto decerne falſe Teachers by. 


riouſly profeſse, that whenſoeuer the Lord pleaſed to manifeſt his trueth 
farther vnato me , Iwill thankefully receiue it , and by his grace embrace 
it, and if you doe calle this apoſtoſie, it were happie for you to baue ſuch 
a heart , of humility , as we haue a worthy example of Father Augu- 
ſtine, 

And whereas yon ſay I went tothe ftathoule to make a falſe Teſti- 
mony againſt you, and thatI witneſſed againſt the trueth, I anſwere you 
doe {landerouſly accuſe me , and remember the Lord. will deſtroy thoſe 
which maliſhouſly ſpeake leyes, the Law of God appointeth that a falces 
wetnes is to recelue the ſame puriſhement he would bring vpon him he 
doe accuſe, Deur.19.16.2r. 

The Apoftle doe chardge vs to try the ſpirit, whither they be of God 


For Iknow there are as many deſeaſes of the ſoule of man , as there is 
of the body , and the Apoftle affirmeth that he is worſe then an infidel, 
which prouideth not for his owne, therfore I am bound in conſcience to 
manifeſt his trueth, againſt this hainous peruerting of the Gofpell, and 
if it be the will of God my wife and children may eſchape out of this pal= 
pable hereſie, which doth yndermine the foundation of Chriſtianity and 
defaces the Grace of God and deminiſheth the merities of Chrift as I 
haue in part manifeſted, | 


The Apoſtels deſcription of an erro- 
niouſe {pirit. 


Ne” the Apoſtle deſcribeth them thus, if any man teach other- 
wayes & concenteth not to the hollſome wordsof our Lord Ieſus 
ChriR and the Doctrine which is according to godlines, he 1s puffed vp 
and knoweth nothing but doteth about {eg and ftrife of words, 
whereof cometh enuie, ftrife, rayling , ill 

| Weelſce naturally men which Gave i haue diſtempred ſtoma þ 
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8 Heady and raſh Cenſuers 
and therefore thoſe things teaſt him beſt which are moft hurtfull for his 
health,ſo diſtempered vnderftanding cinot ſaujour the words of life, for 
they are very hathto him, and the words of deceiptare pleaſing to his 
ſpirit, therefore the Apoſtle doth fhew vs, that a man which is proud, he 
is puffed vp, that is, hehas a highconceipt , of his owne priuate {pirir. 
Therefore he cannot be guided by grace, the cauſe is, becauſe he hath a 
proud heart and God reſiſteth the proude, high mindednes js oppoſite ro 
bumility aud God gineth grace tothe humble, the Apoſtel (ajeth the 
Sainrs haue their conuerfation in heauen andiin all Gudly pureneffe even 
asthe grace of God guidtth them , but theſe men he doth deſcribe to 
know nothing , that is they know not avy thing a riphr, and therefore, 
he fay he is puffed vp and dooteth abont Queſtions and ftrife of words, 
whereof cometh envie, ftrife, & are there any people in the world more 
oven toenuie and ſtrife then theſe men are in their Religion, high mine 
didneſſe doth appeare in this, for they doe diſpices the aduice and 
councell of others which haue farr greater knowledge then them (elues, 
this appeared in Hen: May , for whenhe had given fourth his erronious 
orounds to maintaine his herefie , yet it was manifeſt, ro ſhew them to 
be fslfe, after deliberation of this he affirmed hisgrounds were fo ſound, 
that all the Learneft Diuines could nor diſproue them, he is fo conceipted 
of him ſelfe, | | 
Secondly pride doth ingender contention and that is one of the 
oreateſt plagues, that can come in the ſocieties of men, Thirdly'pride 
filleth them with conceipt of their owne wortheynefle , that they thinke 
their vnderſtanding is berter by fart then other whoare indued with bet- 
ter gifts and graces, In this diſcription the Apoſtle doth ſhew ſundry 
ſorts of men which ſhould come- and corcupr:the Church , with their 
perniſhious teaching, many of them { hould hunt for the powpe of this 
world,ſuch he ſaith they make their belly their God, an other fort which 


would delight in ſtrange opinions, and therefore they he doth deſcribe * 


toſer ſtrife & rayling and peruerſe diſpurarions, alfothey will accoumpt 
of ſmall things great matters,68 of:{trife of words wake preat debates, 
yet he diſcribeth them to be ignorant. This isthat the Apoſtle ſpeake of 
ellewhere, where they profeſſe- therſelnes to be wiſe yet they become 


 fooles, that is thay. are foolivin the true” knowledge of the Goſpell, the- 
- . - word dothſipnifieſicknes or madnes,one that is diſtempered and notin 


his rigtit ſence, this we may ſee in tharthey ſer abroade ſtrang oma 1 
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feaſonably repro ved, i9 
ynſound poſitions,ſuch men doors and layes the fooles , euen in matrers 


of Religion, the Apoſtle faieth ſuch men are beſids themſelues, ſor ſuch 


ſtrang opinions is contrary to the great commandement of loue and to 
the peace ofthe Church, roler vs fee the wocfull effe&t which theſe 
worke, both totheir hearars and themſelues, 

Therefore the Saints muſt auoyde theſe ſtrange Doftrine, which 
doth ſett variances and debats in his Church, and therefore he exorteth 
vs not to prieue the ſpirit, tocome more neerer to this. Enule is a vice 
odious to God and all honeft men , bur then it is moſt odious when it is 
taught ynder the pretence of ſeruing God , the Apoſtle ſpeakes of ſome, 
that did preach Chriſt out of enaie , yet thoſe were not ſoill as theſe 
heere ſpooken of, for allthough their Do@rine was enuious yet their 
deaching was good, but thoſe with teach ſuch points which makes enuie 
and cauſeth diuiſion, thoſe are not of God, for ſach doe not follow peace 
aud holineſle, 

The Apoſtle Iames and Petter tell ys that God giueth prace tothe 
humble,bur he refiſteth the proud , for pride depriues them of all prace, 
God will teach the humble his precepts therefore,the Apoſtle ſaieth,our 
reioyſing is in heauen in all godly pureneſle , euen as the grace of God 
did guide them. Why fo, becauſe God giueth not grace to a proude 
man, or on which is high conceipted of himſelfe, which haue a proude 
heart, for there is great oppoſition betwixt God and a proude heart, for 
pride the Angells were throwen out of heauen and reſerued vnto vtter 
darknes, Knowledge puffeth vp,faieth the Apoſtle,but humility edifieth, 
andifany man thinketh that he knoweth any thing , he knoweth no« 
thing as he oaght to know; therefore he ſaieth elſewhere , I would they 
were euen cut cf which trouble you, he ſheweth what diſturbance 6c 
trouble they doe , which doth diſturbe the peace ofthe Church, with 
their ſtrange DoQtrines as the Apoſtel doth deſcribe the euills which pro- 
ceeds from theſe men, which is enuying triffe raylings, euill ſ{urmiſings 
and preuerſt diſputations, and now he hauing ſett downe theireffte&s,he 
illuſtriats them againe , and ſaieth they are men of corrupt minds, the 
Argument is taken from the woefull effect of fuch teaching, therfore it is 
to be avoyded , becauſe it brings ſuch ill effe&s , therefore men muſt 
make conſcience of his wayes, & not medle withſuch,which produces no 
good but hurt, nograce bart ſinne, 8: vexation to the ſoule 8 conlcience, 


for that man muſt needs be yoyed of diſcretion which will praCtice thoſe 


2 things 
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things which will hurt him , therefore we ought to examine our actions 
. What wilbe the end of ſuch doeings which tend vnto contention and 
firife, Therefore the ſernants of God muſt avoyde all ſuch ſtrange opi- 
nions which doth nor tend toedifing , this is not an Argument of ſmall 
moment to conſider of , but warrily to obſerue and avoyde ir, for onely 
ſoundDoQrine makes ſound effteAts in them,which heare it 8 receiue it, 
| Jan3. 17 this we may playnly feeif we marke the difference which Iames ſhewes, 
þ - betwixt heauenly wiledome and earthly wiſedome)he ſaith the wiſedo- 
me from aboue is firſt pure then peaceable gentle,cafie to be entreated, 
full of mercie and good fruits, without parſhallity and without hipo=- 
crily , whereas he ſheweth , the other wiſedome is debats and Cruell 
cEſuring ſo he diſcriberh that hanenly wiſedome bath all good propertie 
accompained with it , and brings all good graces , thus ſound wiſedome 
makes a {ound hart and that wiledom which works not ſoundnes is from 
| hell, & is deſtitude of the ſpirit of God, Therfore thoſe that will embrace 
Chriſt muſt take bheedethar they fall not away from the grace of God, 
but theſe doe deny the grace of God vnto thoſe which haue this ſpirit of 
Chrift, and dayly Labour to ſubdue their bodie of {inne, that they may 
be SanCiified to ſerue the Lord in holines and to glorify him” in 

trueth, | 
-— The teachers in the Church of Chriſt are compared to ſtarres , by 
reaſon there are ſtarres, by which traveilers are guided to their defired 
hauen, ſo there are wandring ſtarres, which led men to perdition, and 


_ diſtempered affections in peruerting the trueth which the ſaints ought 
to avoyde, 


"2 


Nowrto ſpeake ſomething of the A'ticles of your faith: T doe acknow- 
ledge there are ſundty rruethes in them which I doe embrace, but with 
all there are ſundry dangerous errours couched amounpe thole trueths, 
in you 13 article you afirme that God hath ſpooke to his Church in his 
owne ordinance by his owne Miniſtry , and inſtruments onely,& not by 
any. falſe Miniſtry at any time, I take it they mind that God did neuer 
ſpeake to his Church by any which wanted that calling or any part 
thereof which you doe diſcribe in your Artickles and this is the reaſon I 
doe ſo ynderſtand you becauſe you doe denie to heare any teach the 
word of God , ſincerly and in bis conyerſation doe liue yn reprone ablie 
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yet you doe reieQtiich and refuſe-to performe any religions worſhip 
with them, | 

If this be you faith I reie&it , and affirme it to be erronious and this I 
affirme and belieue, and by the aſſiſtance of God will yeeld my breath to 
maintayne that God hath ſpooken to his Church, by Martyrs 8 by Friers 
Prieſts and Byſhops , which were his wittnes this 400 yeers which had 
not theſe outward calling you fet downe. Nay ſome of them they were 


ſtayned & polured with antichriftian offices,ſome of them were muncks, 
{ome Friers, ſome prouinrtiall Byſhops , ſome Prieſts , all which offices 
I acknowledge with you , were ynlawfull as concerning their outward 


calliug, yet they bad the principall calling by his ſpirit , they had faith & 


_ thetrue effe&ts of regeneration they were Chrifts faithfull wittnes vato 


the death and ſheed their bloode for the Teſtimony of Ieſus,they were 
Godsinſtruments to conuert others to the faith,8c if you ſerch the Scrip= 
turs, you many find that ſundry which had their outward calling by 
the Church, and yet wanted the effe&tuall calling by bis ſpirit , which 
were peruerters of the trueth, as the Apoſtels doe { hew in their Epi- 
ſtles ard in thele our dayes in out contrey , there baue beinſundr 

which hath taught the Goſpell of Ieſus Chriſt ſo effeftually , that they 
baue conuerted ſundrey to the faith & they were inftraments to bring 
men yat@ Chrift,therfore their Miniſtrie is of God alltongh they wanted 
ſome part of that entrance which \ hould be obferued , yet in that they 


bring men to Chrift the Apoſtol doth note to be the ſeale of their calling. 2 Cor.3.2 | 


I doe grant with you that.all which God doe ſend to conuert any to 
his truetb,muſft baue a calling , which be manifefteth vnto the parties (6 
ſenr, which doth appeare by his feruent deſire of drawing men voto 
Chriſt , and he knowing himſelf to be qualified with gifts todeclare 
the will of God to the people in ſome good meaſure,and fo approved by 
men, and ſuch haue this 5 hundred yeeres drayen men vnto Chriſt, and 
ſundry of them haue bene choſen by their flock,and now in regard of the 
iniquity of tbe time have beene conſtrained to goe and receine the 
Byſhojs approbation, be it he is a Tyrant,the ſeruants of God in former 
times haue ſo much ſubmitted vnder Tyrants. 


In that they receiue authority from the Byſ hops, they receiue the Objeft, 


marke of the beaſt , and ſo doe all which partake with them, and ſa they 
are all ſyubje& to the curſe of Gods wrath recorded in Rev, r 3, 

We willexamine this deluſion of Satan,firſt we are to ſee,why the holy 
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Ghoſtdoth compare this man of finne to a beaft , the Apoſtle doth come 
pare him to a man of finne in that he ſets vp humaine inuentions 
in place of Gods ordinances, and compells them to be obſerued more 
then the Law of God , and the breakers of them are more puniſ hed then 
thoſe which tranſgretſe the'Law of God , and thus we ſee Daniel! doth 
deſcribe thoſe Tyrants to be beaſts by reaſon they ſet yp their yaine yo- 
luptuons deviſes to be obſerued aboue Gods commands , it is manifeſt 
by the Holy Ghoſt that they are deſcribed to be beafts, in that they doe 
which ſo high a hand compelltradirions of mans inuention to be obler- 
ued, and doe ſolittle regard that which God commandeth : andthus I 
doe ynderſtand the deaifes of men which are vſed in Gods worl hip, 


which God hath not appointed , tobe called the beaft , and thoſe which 
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doe refuſe to receiue this beaſt we ſee how they are perſecuted , and 
therfore the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, here is the patience of the Saints , here are 
they that keepe the Commandements of God and the faith of Teſus, 

And Hiſtories doe ſhew vs that this 500 yeeres the martyers baue op- 
poſed, and teſtified that humaine inuentions uſed in Gods worſhip,are 
contrary to the dignity of Chrift, and in this age wee doe teftify that 
nothing ought to be praiſed in his Church, but that which is appoin- 
ted in-his word, and this is the warre which we baue which the beaft, 
that is humaine inuentions in Gods worſhip wee deteſt, *” 

Now we will obſerue what the Prelates doe command, although they 
will deliver him the Bible, and {ay varobim, preach the word of God, yet 
their chiefeſt charge is, to oblerue their traditions and although he 
preach ſcarce once in a moneth, he is not blamed, bur if he doe negle& 
to obſerue their Ceremonies, then they doe call him in queſtion, and 
puniſh him with their ſuſpenſions , and depriuations : for although he 
doliue a yolaptuous liefe, and preach not twile in a yeere,it matters nor, 
{o he doobſerae their ſuperſtitions. | | 

Now theſe teachers of whome I ſpeake they doe painfully inftru&t 
their flock inthe knowledge of the word of God, and exhort them to 
the obedience of his will, and to mortify their earthly afte&ions, and ro 
ſanRify themſelues to honour the trueth by a holy lefe,which doth cauſe 
the Prelates-to rage againſt them , and to reuile them, ard call them þ 
the name of old herericks , as that of puritans , and they doe them the 
greateſt diſprace, whereas prophane men are honoured by them : we are 
ro obſerue what theſe Biſhops doe chiefly ſeeke : namely , for to oe 
their 


| ſeaſoriably repreuead. + es ig? | 23: 
their traditions obferued, and that they do fometime- preach in defence 
of t heir Ceremovies-to be good , & invade againſt thoſe which diſlike 
them, and although they preach but windy ſtuffe , andTeed their flock 
with {entences of prophane writers, and ſome Fathers yet it doth paſſe 
for currant, ; | 

But theſe preachers (which in Conſciencie you;ought to heare ) da la- 
bour to draw men to-Chrift, and in their teaching doſhew them their 
naturall corruptions and-provoke thera ynto ſanRification., and holines 
of life, and to haue then) increaſe in faith, with a defire to obſerue all 
Gods Commandememts , and this they doe by vertue of their heauenly 
calling, and not bythe Bif hops call as you may ſee,if your hearts be nor 
hardened, and this hath bene the pratice of the Martiers theſe.500, 
yECres. 

The Martyrs: were ignorant that theſe-Prelates were apart of this objef 

Beaſt. fy” 
You. are ignorant of what yee doe ay, for Iobn Wickliffe nier Anſw: 

300 yeeres ſince did {hew the Lord Bil hops office to be a parte of that 

beaR, and he ſheweth that as Chriſt had 12 Apoſtles, ſo Antechrifthath 

12:Diſciples to. vphould his Kingdome, of-which 6 of choſe are ftill in 

our land. M:Bale, writing an the Reuelation doth affirme , Prouinciall 

Byſ hops to be apart of that beaſt there ſpoken of , yea learned Papiſtes, 

haue written that their: office is:not infticuted by: Chriſt, fo Cardinal 

Cuſanus wrote'to-the councell of. Conſtance, fo:hath the councelt of Baſil} 

written,and ſo Do@or Cramner: and {undry others of our land, at the 

requeſt: of King Henry: wrote ina:booke-called the Byſ hops booke; It 

would be to tedious:to rehearſe all which have affirmed that their office 4 

i5: not of Chriſts planting, | | 

It doth appeare, yau are obſtivately ignorant;, and ya doe refufethe i 
order God appointed: you to learne by, for all ought to learne: of the _ 4-9 | 
Elders, and to obey their holy Counſell , and God hath. commanded & af P jj 
wifes to learne of their huſ bands , and children of their parentes and to xzeb. i. i} 
obey their holy counſell; and to learne the will of the Lordiby them, 17. 
this is the order God bath appointediin the ſociety of men, I. Cor.14, | 

The Apoſtle wif heth . they were euen.cut of, which bring into the 35; Po 
Church frange Dodtrive, and tronble the minds of the faithfull; and 2/7 <2 | 
thoſe which live in thoſe finnes can! nener increaſe in any fanQified - i 
EE PINT VE Cn nt boy LO OA ON; : | 
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| Fpbeſ: therefore they are enemies to the working offanAity, and contrary to 
E the Counſell of ip Apoſtle in griewing the Holy Spirit. 

| If you wouldlearne inthe word of the Lord; the Holy Ghoſt teacheth 
vs bow we may preuaile againſt thele euills : And that is to deck our 
ſelues inwardly which lowlines of mind , he ſheweth the reaſon, becauſe 
- x.Pet.x.5 God refiſterh the proud: , and giueth grace tothe humble , therefore he 
* 6. _ chargethys to humble ourſelues vnder the mighty hand of God , that 
in due time we may obtaine mercy , and the Apoſtle Paull doth exhorr 
& charge all the ſeruants of God to behaue rhemſelues in all kumblenes 


' 


Peace. 
hye.a hand deſpice the graces of God in others, you doe ſo {well in hau= 


EX to heare, by the councell of the Holy Ghoſt, Remember the hauty hearr 
of Corah who deſpiſed Moles, and was for. that (in of pride ſwallowed 
down to hell, No 

lf ye haue an extraotdenary Renelation to make knowne that all Chur- 
ches are blinded inerrour , why doe you not manifeſt it by the Scrip- 


tures? 
| Dent. 19, Doe you thbinke it tobe enough, to accuſe ? we know that the Law of 
| 16. God doth appoint for thoſe which cannot proue their accuſations, they 


þ they doe accule ; theſe euillsdoequenchall heauenly graces in you , yea 
| they doe manifeſt , you are oppolite yntoall heauenly vertues, and you 
F are lead which the ſpirit of contention and debate, the Prophet Dauid 
| Bfal.10Is ſpeaking inthe perſon of God faieth , be that bath a proud looke , and a 
| FS 737 bauty-heart,I cannot ſuffer. Therfore he ſaith, Lord my heart isnot hauty 
; neither are mine eyes loſty , neither doe I meddle: with great matters 
_ bid from me, j LDH 

: \ Butyou bane falſly accuſed thoſe which God hath-ſent to draw finners 
XL  torepentance, in that you doe affirme it a breach of Gods Law to heare 
_ , _ thalepreach, which deliner the word .of God, and manifeft it to the 
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Cor,12 promiſed, that a bruiſed reed he will.not breake , and ſwo; ing flax he 
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| Epheſ.4.5 of mind., with meeknes to helpe one another louingly , he ſheweth- 
| chat this is the way to keepe the ynity-of the Spirit in the bound of 


But how contrary tothis is you praQice, in that you doe with ſo 


tines of mind , that ye rejec the aduile and conncell of thoſe you ought. 


muſtreceiue the ſamepuniſhement , they would have brought on them 


' conſcience ſo as they bring forth repentance know yee not > God hath: ' 
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84 willnorquench, Andthe Apoſtle affirmeth that although we be tained . 


feaſonably repro wed. 27 


with ſondry errours, and corrupted with many fanes , yetif we doe 
labour toſubdue our finnes, and walke holily, and conſcionably,we ſhall 


tnheric eternall life, 


But you doe obje&, we are not gon purged from Idolatry , and thoſe Otjef, 


you doe ioyne withall, they haue for ſaken all Idolatry. 


Anſwer, ye are juſt, in your owne eyes , but before the Lord yee are yp. 
| abominable, examine your own hearts, if ye can by the perfe&t Law of 


God: do you worſhip the Lord according to his holy Law? haue you 
no 'vaine thoughts in you, when you doe participate in his worſhip ? doe 
you worſhip him, with all your heart in fancerity? hane yee no wandring 
yaine cogitations come into your mindes in the time of your worſhip? 


If yee beguilty in theſe, then you commit Idolatry , and for theſe fins, 
the ſeruants of God haue cryed out to the Lord for mercy,Ezra ſaid , O 
my God Iam aſhamed and confounded to lift vp mine eyes, for my ini- 
quityes are increaſed. Jacob ſaid, I am not worthy ofthe leaſt of thy mer- 
cies. Therefore we doe finde thar the {eruants of God when they did 
approach ynto him, did ſanQify themſelues , and apprebend him , to be 
moſt holy, immortall,and glorious,and that he doth abhorre all vncleanes, 
therefore they did beſeech him to ſanRtify their hearts , that they might 
approach ynto him, and therfore the Apoſtle chargeth vs tolifc yp pure 
hands when we come before him. 

I doerefer this ynto the iudgement of all that feare God, that I baue 
manifeſted:You baue ſlanderouſly accuſed thoſe preachers which doe la- 
bour to aduance the Ordinance of Chrift, 8 to with ſtand all bumaine 
ſuperſtitions about the worſhip of God, that Chrift may raigne as King 
in his worſhip. 

This doth giue more light unto it, it is ſaid they receiue the marke 
of the beaft: I doe read that word received by the Euangelift is vied for 
belecued, as the Apoftles heart that Samaria had receiued the word, that 
is beleeued, ſo then the receiuing of the beaſts marke is to hold their 
traditions good to vie in Geds worſhip , then thoſe which dere not vie 
theſe ſuperſtitions but deteſt them,6: labour to haue hisChurch onely to 
obey vnto the word of Cherift, are on the lambes ſide aginſt the beaſt , for 
_ Whichthey aredepriued, & not ſuffered to enjoy the ſociety with men, 
 yetyou doe ſpitefully ſlander them, | 


We doe read that Ichu iudged otherwiſe , for when he purſues the » King. 9 


Iſa. 6 4. 7 
Exra.g.6.- 
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King of Iſrael, and ſeeing Jezabell the queene , he cryed out , whois on 32, 
acclcon | D E had, 


my 
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my ſide who? he mindedthere were ſowe with: that Idolatrous Queene 
which did deteſt her Idolarry, and therfore they executed Gods iudge- 
ment on her, and thoſe he accounted on his fide, K 

We doe willingly grant that all Gods ordinances are to be imbraced | 
of all his,but witball we doe know, that neither the powerfull preaching, 
nor Sacraments can draw one ſoule to God, except he by his holy ſpirit 
do draw ys vnto him, which for the moſt part God fe doth bring to palle, 
at the powerfull preaching of his word , ſo we doe hold this for the 
means God hath ordained to draw men to him, yet we doe attributethe 
worke wholy to the worke of the Holy Ghoft,it is the Spirit which doth 
change our hearts,and make vs new Creatures. | 

And thus the Apoſtle teacheth vs ſaying, circumciſion yerily is prof 
table if thou keepe the Law , but if thou be a tranſgreſſour of the 
Law, thy circumciſion is made vncircumciſion, therefore if the vncir- 
cumſion keepe the ordinances of the Law , { hall not his vncircumſion be 
counted for circumciſion : and { ball not vncircumciſfiom which is by na« « 
ture (if it keepe the Law) iudge the which by the letter and circumci- 
ſion art a tranſgreſſour of the Law ? for he is not a [ew which is oneout- 
ward &c. RY 

So 1 fay toyou concerning thoſe Minifters which want part of that 
call which they ought ro have by the Church , if it were rightly eftabli= .. 
ſhed ſeing they doe draw men to ſanRify and holines of life,and thus the 
marters did beleeue & wetnes ynto the death ye may ſe in their defen«= |. 
ces of the 14 and 15 artikell of wicklif. $6 

I doe grant with, you that theſe Byſ hops areas farre ynlike thoſe 


. Byſ hops in the Apoſtles dayes , as a wolfe is toa 1 heepe , ſaucing that 


thole were men and lo are theſe. $1 
For of thoſe there were 2 or 3 or more to watch ouer one congrega- = 
| 


tion,and they did painfully labour to inſtrua& them in the will of God, _ 
and to watch ouer them, and vilic their flock, Act.,20,17.28. Heb,rz.7, . * 
Rom,r2.7. Theſe one doth gouerne ouer a hundreth, and if they could - 
they would haue more, and theſe in ſtead of teaching them the wil of 3. 


God , doe giue them humaine decrees, and appoint their ſeruants to 
command them to be obſerued. | | 


— — — 


mon wes - we 


ſeaſonably reproned, 27 
_ compell them to confeile them for their Byſhop , and Ghoftly 
ather, 
_ Thoſe werepertakers of the affli&ions of their flock and lamented 
with them to the Lord to obtaine releaſe, But theſe doe not regard 
their flock. | | 

Thoſe uſed the good Creatures of God ſparingly and moderately , ſo 
_ 85 they might be an example to their flack, knowing that if the ex. 
celſe of nature be yeelded ynto , ſuch cannot increaſe in grace. 

Burt theſe , doe abound inſuperfluite and glory in the fleſh like the 

reat men of the world, 

Thoſe did painfully ſtudy night and day to declare the will of God fo 
to their flock, as they might draw them vnto holines, and increaſe in all 
knowledge of the will of God, that they might honour his Goſpel], 
Whereas theſe regard not to have them learne the will of God, bur to 
learne to obſerue humaine inuentions , and vaine Ceremonies, and if 
any doe refraine from their Ceremonies , thole they perſecute and 
Vex, | 

Thoſe vſed the good Creatures of God moderately 8 ſparingly , fo 
that they might be examples to their flock , and often called the pore of 
their flock to pertake which them of that food God ſent them, informin 
them with fatherly councell how to ſerue the Lord. Burt theſe nener 
doe ſo,but ſeeke to abound in ſuperfluity like the nobleme of the world, 
and regard not the miſeryes of their pore flock. 
| : Thoſe did labour to preſerue unity 8 peace withall men , 6: chiefly, 
in their flock among themſelfes, But theſe will not labour ro make 
unity and peace in their flock , but ſecke to be countenanced of Noble- 
men, and fauour of Princes , and feared of rheir flock, and therevnto 
they baue theirpriſons for to commit.thoſe they pleaſe, & to vex them, 
which thoſe anciens Byſhops would neuer hane , for they lived 
among their flocks as fellow brethren and were pertakers with them 
 Intheir afflitions,but theſe Lord it ouer them, contrary tothe command 

» of Chriftour Lord of glory. | 
' Thoſe Byſhops then uſed tobe z of 4 for to watch & to gouerne one 
* congregation & inſtru& them , as appearetb both by Scriptures , 6 Fa- 
; thers, and yer they ſtudied night & day to performe their wal ghty 
' Charge, and afrer ambition came in among them that they would haue 


 butone Byſhop in one congregation, Euſebius doth lay, when they 
| D 2 would 
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' wouldin a village where there was two Biſhops , haue put away one, 
then God by diuine revelation did manifeft they ſhould both therere- 
maine;but theſe are ſo farrof from being content with one congregatis, . 
that they are ouer a hundred, & yet they defire more, 8 as for labourin 
to baue themreligios,they deſire not,but rather to haue the ſuperſtitious, 

Thoſe Biſhop did thinke themſelfes vn able to performe their dnety, 
and preat and waighty charge, in { hewing their flock the counſell and 
will of God: Bat theſe thinke they can ſufficiently performe their duety 
ouera handred, and feed and gouerne them ſufficiently , and fo in ſtead 
of feeding them, they appoint their ſeruants to inftru& them in humaine 
decrees, and puniſh thofe,which doe not obſerue them, | 

Thoſe regarded not the pompe & glory of this world , for their con- 
uerſation was in heauen , and therfore the Holy Ghoſt calles them An- 
gels becauſe they regarded not the things of this life but for neceſlity. 
But theſe doe mind earthly things and preferments , and thereunto they 
bene their ſtudyes how they may ger preferments., and eftimation of the 
Nobles and Princes of this world, and as for thoſe which are reli- 
gi0us, they put vpon them opprobrious names, and deride them, 

As {aid thoſe did not regard to- obtaine. the riches of this life , and 


{1ace the Emperour Conſtantine,and other Princes did give them great  * * 


liaings , with command that they \hould beſtow 3 parts on the pore 
6c building of Churches,and other good vſes, which was ſince confirmed 
by many councells , as the councell of Cartrage 397, and 398, that they 
muſt imploy the Church goods to the vie they were giuen, and not as 
their owne, and that they neither weare coſtly apparell nor bane coſtly 
. dyer, nor coſtly houſe hold ſtaffe ; bur they muſt liue ſoberly in dyet , & 
{ince, this was confirmed by Carolus Magnus at a councell.holden at 
Salitzburghanno 802. and M.Beza doth hew the pratice of the church 
before Conftantine the Greats time, the Church did ordeine , that all 
which was giuen unto the Church , the Bif hops , and Minifters ſhould 
haue but a fourth part, and the pore a 4th part, and a 4th part to builde 
Churches, and a 4th part toother officers in the Charch, But theſe doe 
poſſeſſe all to themſelues, and for the pore they obtaine none, and ſo they 
commit acralidge againſt Gode, 

Thoſe did labour to increaſe more faithfull Teachers ouer the flock of 
Criſt , andin their prayers they beſought the Lord to ſend more, But 
theſe Biſ hops doe ſtudy to-roote out , thole which doe dinide the word 


of God 


ſeaſonably reproned. £ pn” ® 
' of God a right , and place thoſe which {hall mcreaſe ſuperſticion and 
yaine Ceremonies, | 


You doe much diſhonner our reuerent Bifhops , and if they Objeft. 
weare not in our land wee { hould haue as many ſ{eQs in our land as there 
is in Amſterdam, and euery Miniſter ſhouid bee a petty Pope in his 
PCTs and ſo wee ſhould haue confuſion, which the Magiſtrat oughtnor 
to [uffer, | 

Theſe obiections are like the report of the 10 ſpies which brought euill 4 
one 1ſraell, and the are receiuing of there euill report brought diftruc= 
tion one them, and Itake ir this age {hall finde what this ſhall bringe 
forth, 

It is far from the true Church to admite of diſorder for when a con- 
trouerſie aroſe at Antioch,they ſent to Ieruſalem for to bring the Charch 
there ynto ynity and order , which the Apoſtels performed , and the 
like doe the reformed Churcbes heare and in Fraunce , and at Ge- 
neua. As Iobn Bodwen teſtified of the allemblies of Geneua to be the 
beſt gouerment in all Vrope ly his 4 bock 6 chap. , 

_ Firft they doe conſent of an holly order , that is how and after what 
manner the Sacraments are to bee adminiſtred aud alſo howe- and after 
what manner prayers areto bee offred ro the Lord. in the Church, and: 
chiefly they doe decree for the powerfull preachinge of the Goſpell, 
thisorder is to have place in all Churches as alſv how every Church are: - 
toule the cenſers , appointed by Chriſt, and that this may bee obſerued 
duelys : 

IDE place muſt be ordained where euery hamblet- or honders 
of about 12 of 20, Miniſters are ro meete , and to debate this buyſines, 
euery moneth or oftener as they ſee cauſe , and as. many of ſuch men as 
are fit for rulinge elders, and they to haue there yoyces iuyntly,and euc-: 
ry aſſembley they chuſe there Prefhdenr. 

 , Whichis togeather there voyces, and giue the definitive ſentence, as- 
was amonge the Apoſtels where ſometimes Peeter,and ſometimes James 
did performe the place,and thus the Churches may preſerue peace and: 
vnity, beter then by that order is by the Biſhops , and of thele there is 
tobee Prouinciall councell once or twice a yeere to decide ſuch marrers. 
as they cannot determine , if 1 ſhould prolecute this, matter it. would; 

I? d-2 require: 


nſw. 
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, Anſw: 


Not. 
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require a whole treatis , but this is from the matter I haue in 
hand, | | 


We doe hold as you doe of theſe Biſhops , but concerning that ſcrip- 


- ture is abuſed by reaſon the Paſtores of the Charch are called vato a 


conuerted pleople, therefore this doe not proue any thing for that... 
This is an erronious Dodrine of you to maintayne that all in the vi= 
ſible Church are holly perſons,and to maintayne this errour,they alleadge 
Scriptures which'are ſpoken of the Church triumphant , and that yee 
applye to the Chnrch Millitant. ; 
True it is that all which the Church many recelueinto theire commu. 
nion, muſt firſt acknoweledge their naturall corruption in ſome mea- 
ſure,and profeſle to beleeue in Teſus Chriſt,and promis to be obedient to 
his word, and thus the Maſter builders did receiue men into the com« 
munion of Sain&s , as wee ſee Iphn Baptift did and the primatiue 


_ ChurchpraQtiſed, 


But obſerue ſolonge as men liue inthis fleſh wee are in danger , and 
doe goe out of the right way , therfore wee muſt  returne into the riglit 


_ way, and whenwee come andreturne to _ the Goſpell, wee doe con« 
*** yertto'the Lord , thus hkaue many "famous ſeruantes of the Lord done, 


and he is the meſſenger of Ieſus Chriſt, which doe bring ſinners to re« 
pentance ; and thus the Church practiſed, and Chrift taught his Diſci. 
ples when thou art conuerted, conuert they brerhren, There are man 
examples. Nathan conuerted Dauid, 8 ſolong as weline in this earthly 
tabernacle, we are in greate danger to turne our of the right way,for our 
fleſ h doe oppoſe all hauenly graces,as the Apoſtel doth tell vs of, and Sa- 
than doth aſfiſe our nature to oppoſe all heauely graces & they doe often 
ouercome the good ſpirit in ys,and thus they haue giuen the ſerpants of 
God preatfalles, therfore one doth compare the ftrife betwixt the fleſh 
& the ſpirit in the ſeruants of God, tothe fighting of twoe maſtiue dog- 
ges, when they doe fight the one doth gine the other greate brueſles, fo 
doth our corrupt nature with the aſſiſtance of Sathan , oppoſe all holly 
oraces in ys, therfore the beſt feruants of Ieſus Chriſt haue cryed out to 
the Lord for more aſſiſtance of his bolly ſpirit to {ſubdue there bodye of ' 
finne in their mortall bodies, 8 your erringe in this doth driue you into 
many other errours, 12% | | 
It 


+ feaſonably reproned. 3r 
If you doe obſerue the primatiue time , you may finde that ſundry 

of the beleeuers in the Apoſtels dayes were much wantinge in know- 

ledge and corrupt in praCtis, as wee may ſeein the ſeauen Churches, yet 

wee doe.ſee the holly Ghoft calleth them SainQes, 

/ 


But you haue brought vs to his profeſſion , we doe now hold , ther- 
fore you doe wrong as very much to ſeeke to draw ys from ir, 
We are ſhorthly to appeare before the Lord who knoweth all ſecrets 


Objea. 


and then there is.no tim to repent, anſwer ſincerely did 1 require of you Anſw. 


any further to heare me , then I did obey-the ſcriptures , and thus hath 
that Church profefſed in their writings , whither they meant fo in their 
hearts, the ſearcher of all hearts doth know: this being true , with whar 
conſcience can you charge me to haue forſaken my religion, ſeing there 
is go trueth I euer profeſſed , but I doe ftill maintaine the ſame , can yee 
ſay, I left your Company till you had giuen a falſe ſentence ? and three 
Lords dayes ye ſought to intrap me with queſtions, and frivelous diſ- 
courſes : now {eing I could not worl hip God peacebly with you , why 


_ © areyeeoffended that I ſhould worſ hip him which thoſe you bold for 


brethren. 

The perſecuted Church at Franckford did decree with the conſent of 
the Magiſtrates, & of the French Church there, that the taking away of 
errours in religion is no forſakeing of religion, bur the preſeruing of ſin- 
cerity in religion. I could inſtatice ſundry of the famous ſeruants,of leſus 

Chriſt, and that haue ſo written, which now reſt with the Lord, onely I 
will inftance Martin Luther by reaſon it is not in our language, 

But your eyes are ſo blinded , thatI feare youare paſt reclaiming to 
ſee the trueth till it be tolate: if it be poſſible call to mind , you haue ſo 
highly offended the Lord and grieued the holy Spirit in that you doe 
refuſe to worſ hipGod which thoſe your conſciences doe tell you they are 
in eftate of grace , Idoe ſee the hand of God is heauy on you , that yee 
cannot vnderftand his trueth, but yee doe denye an article of faith 
which the Charch hath in all ages profeſſed fince the Apoſtles dayes. 

In that you deny to hold communion with thoſe your conſciences 
till yon they are in eſtate of grace, as Penary bath written , and you doe 
praQice ſee his confeſſion of faith, you doe allo denye the faith which the 


marters witneſeth ynto death asI haue mapiteſted, 
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 Youdoemaintaine a greate kerefie to affirme that the eſſence of a 
Chriſtiari ſtands in our obedience which doe derogate from the merrits 
of Chriſts ſufferings, as I haue manifeſted in Folio 11. | 
Your manner of ſeparation is contrary to the conncell of Chriſt, for 
whe ſome of his Diſciples wold haue weeded out the tears which ſprong 


with the wheate, Chriſt ſayde , nay leaſt you plucke vp the whearte allo, 


Matth.x3.30, | oe” 

Therfore let vs obſerue Gods adminiſtration , and wee may finde that 
his will is to haue his word manifeſted vnto men that they may knowe 
there ſinnes, and how they doe diſobey his will, and that if they will re- 
turne vnto him they ſhould obtaine remiſsion for all their finnes in the 
blood of Chriſt, and this is the will of God that all mens conſciences 


ſhould be conuinſed of, & co this end bee hath appointed an'order in his 


Church ibar ſchandalous ſinners ſhould be admoniſhed and conuicted 
of their fines and confes them , and promiſe amendement of life , and 
ſuch as remaine obſtinate and peruerle they are to bee excommunicated, 
and put from the ſocitie of his Sain&s, which doth repreſent the great 


ſeparation God will execute at the great day of Iudgement , for Chriſt 


doth (hew vs that his Kingdome in this world is like a {ower which doth 


ſowe his ſeede in the feilde ; ſome of it did neuer ſpringe forth, other _ 
twoe forts ſprong gloriouſly and yet by impediments came to no good, 


but to a fearefull end,anda fourth parte onely came ro good, & brought 

forth fruite , and thus is the eſtate of the Churche millicanr, as wee ma 

{e in the ſeuen Church, of Afa, for as ment exceed in reſiftinge the worde 

y: [ __ there condemnation bee rendered yntothem accordinge to their 
eeds, 

In your 36 you affirme, none may ſeparate from a true Churche for 
faultes and corruptions which fall out ſo longe as the Churche conſifteth 
of mortall men. | _— 

How contrarye to this your Artikell of your faith is your practice & 
profeſsion, which doe maintaine Iohn Delacluſe,bis ſeperation, from the 
Frenſh Church in this cittie, and thus you haue dealt with the Dutch 
Churche heare , but perbaps yea will ſay you conui&ed them of ſinne, 
which I deny: indeed you. did accuſethem of many greate finnes , but I 
doe deny you haue prooned them to be finnes, nay ſundry' of them 
haue beene manifefted to the world they are falce charges you haue ac= 
cuſed them of, yee dae call them brerheren in the faith, and yet you doe 

eny 
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deny to worſhip God withthem,, which is contrary to- the ancient 


\ faithraught by the Apoſtels : and profeſſed by the marters in all ages. 


{| - The Apoſtell faith the Sain&s faith is elec and pretious, that is, it 


is fincere for ir is the preateſt treaſure man can attaine yoto 'in this 


| life. | 


Therefore it is farrefrorh deceipt but your faith doth appeare with 
twoo faces, for yee ſay it is not lawfull to ſeperate from a true churche, 


 & yer you doe maintayne Iohn Delacluce his ſeperation from the fren- 


che Churche, The Prophet doth note a wicked man which begnileth 
with bis tongue, and ſuch are your wayes, hee ſaith they ſpeake with 
2 double hart, that is,they doe beguild,deceipt is odious to God, and all 


| honeftmen yee the very heathens did abhorre it. 


Homore faith hate a deceauer as the gates of bell,that haue one thing 


in his tongue, and another in his heart, 


Wee haue a fearefull example of deceiptof Ananias and his wife, how 
the Lord by his mediate hand ſtroocke them to death for their deceipt 
indeceauinge in their goods. How muche more doth the Lord abhorre 
deceipt in our faith, which is the Ancker of our ſoules. 

Your 39 artickle whereas you doe affirme it is the Magiſtrates duety, 


- to aboliſhe & diftroye the Idoll Temples and all monuments: I grant ſo 
* farce as they are intiſers to falces worſhippe, But the idolliters monu. 


ments bein taken away there is a lawfull vie for the Churche of God to 
haue of ſuch buyldings,as M.Padchet hath well manifeſted againſt you, 
and that it is the denying of the grace of God profered in Ieſus Chrift, 
In your 18 artickle you affirme God hath made his promiſes and given 
the ſealles of his couenant preſens loue bleſſings , and prote&ion, heare 
are the holly orracles as in the arke ſurelie keepr and purely taught, 
heare are all the fontayns 8 ſprings of his grace cotinually repleniſhed, 
and floweing forth , Heare is Chrift lifted vp to all Nations. Hether 


: hee inviteth all menro come. And the ſcriptures they coate doth 


* ſhewthat Chriſte willbe with this Curche, vntill the end of the worlde, 


' gelift ſpeaketh of, God hath bKndeth your eyes and hardened your haerts . 
+ f iniouſly di de,i ſters ſeper- 
; Tor you hauc bainiouſly diſhonored the Lorde,in your propofters ſ{eper 


; ration ,and condemninge and ſlanderipg with your ynjuſt accuſations, 
Ons, bc irene - SI 


is 

A. 

* 
A 


If your eyes bee not blinded and your harts hardened, yee might ſee 
you are not this people , for I rake it you are in that eſtate the Euan. 


tholc 
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thoſe which you onght to heare and tolearne the will of God, from their 
mouthes as I haue manifeſted, 

Haue you Gods protection as in the Arcke, and yet not any celebra- 
tions of any Sacrament in tenn yeeres bur onely once, and that by one 
which you fay is afalce teacher , did you not chouſe and ellect him by 
fuſtinge and prayer, waere you then led by the ſpirit of deluſſion, or is 
it that you are guyded with the ſpirit of contention and debates, as I 
BY haue formerly ſhewed out of the Apoſtels diſcription,certaine this is not 
| B.Pe.1.x that pretious faith,the Apoſtell ſaith the Sain&s had which hee ſpeaketh 
| of in his ſeconde Epiſtell. | | 

For the true Churche of God in there moſte holly worſhip , haue the 
prote&ion and guydances of Gods fpirit, according as hee hath pro- 
miſſed. Plal.5o.15.116. | 


\ therefore by your owne argument you are not that Churche,but you are 
” Eſa,58.4 fatherlike thoſe the Prophet ſpeaketh of , beholde you faſte to firiefe 
and debate, and to {myte with the fiſte of wickednes. 
, Or as another Prophet ſpeaketh of , when they faſte , I will not heare 
Jer,14,12 Fheir crye , and when'they offer burnte offerings and oblaſsions,I will 
4 not accept ehem, but I will conſume them, 

Therefore I'conclude with Chriftes ſentences , out of thine owne 
mouthe thou ſhalt be iudged. Your hardenes of harte doth ſo oppoſe 
the trueth that the Apoſtell ſpeaketh God hath ſent you ſtronge deluſsi- 
ons that yee ſhould beleeue lyes,be ſheweth vs it is a righteous thing 

Hereunts VIP God thus to harden all fuche which doth diſobey his goſpell. 
| Tob ſaich , Yet you laye, that thoſe which holde theſe artickels for true , they 
| ſexcrhGod holde the faith, and all which doe not coufes them for trueth , they doe 
$ millnos denye the faith, although they haue attained , vnto many excellant gra- 


| 


F ty neither 
| gill theAl- 
S mighty re 
F gard it, 


# 1ob.35,13 


for more ſtrength of his graces to ſubdue their bodie of {inne,fand have 
a delight to meditate in his worde;yet theſe you doe reieA, therfore your 
faith 1s erronious, 

Yet itdoth condem your practis and the penner of it , M Tohnſon did 
diſclame it, and I befeeche the Lorde to open the hearts of fo many, of 
you as doe appertainie vnto his elle&ion of graces , to ſee the deluſſions 
of Sathan, even as Liddias heart was opened to heare the plealeipg will 
of God, 

arora For 


But you haue not his guydances , not in your faſtinge and prayers, / 


| #£ar29%i- ces, as to be wayle their naturall corruptions & daylie beleech the Lorde 


'} Ccouyered you with the ſpirit of ſlumber, and hath ſhutte vp your eyes, Þ 
| REN ION E 2 and | 


I 
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For you are growne to that height of erronr the Apoſtell Iohn ſpea- 
keth of, and commaunds vs to ayoide your company, and that wee maye 
not bidd you God ſpeed, and you are neere that height of errours that 
the Saints are commaunded to reie& you, O that you had aneare ro 2 Ihn10 
heare before it bee to late , for you ſhall preuayle no longer , but your 
madnes ſhallbe enident to all men. 

For you haue ſet vp Idolls in your hearts as the Prophet complaineth 
of the Iſraelits, therefore God commanded him to tell the ſonne of man, 
theſe men haue ſet vp Idolls in their hearts this is euidEt,you haue ſet yp 
Idolls in your hearts, which is your abominable hereſies as firſt your 
flandring of Gods meſſengers in your a forming they are apart of the 
beaſt,and that all which doe worſhip God with them doe worſhip the 
beaſt, which I haue manifeſted to be Eices in the 2x and 22 folio. 

You doe as thoſe Iewes did of whom our Sauiour doth ſpeake ſaying, Mat,23, 
yee builde the toems of the Prophets, and garniſhe their ſepulcers, ,, * 
and ſay if they had beene in their fathers dayes,they would baue honou- 
red them, | 
* Solfay vntoyou , thatin wordes you doe ſpeake honnorably of the 
matters,yet you do condem thoſe which rofl the ſame faith they wit- 
nefſed ynto the death, and I doe inftance Iohn Whittcleſe whoe did af- 
firme and teache that whoſoener doth forbeare or negle@ the hearinge 
of the worde ſincerly preached for feare of men,he was accurſed of God, 
howe muche more are thoſe accurſed which doe ypon falcs pretence re- 
fuſe to heare it powerfully preached. 

This do@rine the Roomiſhe crewe did condem ſaying, it was er- 
ronious, 

Which Iohn Hus did diſpute of in the vniverſitye of Prage, 8 main- 
taine it to bee Gods trueth, and hee doth ſhew it by ſundery ſounde ar- 
guments to conforme it, & this was aproeued by the Vniuerſitie there, 
as yee maye read recorded by M, Fox in the 14 and 1g artickels in the 
raigne of Kinge Richard the ſeconde , and leaſt ye ſhoulde delude any, 
hee doth ſpeake of ſuch Miniſters preachinge as are in our lande, thele 
you doe ſlanderonſly condemne, and ſay they doe receiue the marke of | 
the beaſte, and thus you ſtinge them with your reproches,for which you L 

haue the heauie hande of God fallen vpon you : I ſee not but that blin- , 216:1 
denes is come on you, the Prophet ſpeakes of ſayinge , the Lorde hath Iſa.6,9. *F 


Ezec.14.-2 1 ; 
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and your chiefe ſeers hath hee convered with blindenes. 
Obſerue Gods indgements for ſome of you haue taſted of the ſweet 
worde, and are fallen into anabaptiſts, and ſome into Arrians and ſome 


into the Dottitges of the familie of loue, ſome haue not only forfaken you - 


but allſo all religion, yea ſome of you haue forſaken all Chriſti anity , and 


torned to bee Iewes, ſince your firſt authors of your religion came for to 


make knowne theſe heriſes. | 

If it be poſlible call to minde your finnes , and bewaiell them , eſpeci- 
ally your highe concait of your vnderftanding , which is a proude heart 
for this is a Rs God dothe abhorre, I ſaye to you as an ancient father 
| ſaydeylet ys bewaere of pride and aroganſy a cauſe why many are harde- 
ned in errour, and foo fall awaye into blindenes yncureably, Let the fall 
of Corach and other proud ones , who did arogate to muche ynto them- 
ſc]ues, become a fearefull example ynto all generations, How haue Sa» 
than delueded you which haue heare to foretaſted of heauenly graces, 
vnder this falce pretence that if you did heare the worde powerfullye 
preached by ſuch as the Prelaets had alowed , then yee receaued the 
marke of the beafte , and ſo you ſhould be ynder the curſe of God which 
I haue manifeſted, to be a falce deluflion of Sathan , as yee may lee inthe 
21 folio and forwarde. 

I did neuer perſwade you to fallow me or any other, further then 
they followed the word of God, theſe people did profetle the dutch re- 
formed Churches,to be the trueChurches of Chriſt,and they called them 
brethren in the faith, and they defired their prayers to the Lord ; and if 
I had knowne they had reie&ted the Dutch Church here, I would 
neuer haue ioyned with them, and when I heard their letters read 
againſt M. Junius I went to the Elders , and tould them , I diſliked 
their writeing againſt that reuerent man, for I alwayes aftirmed, God 
ſpeake to his Church by the Martrs, and by ſome in the Miniftry , and 
that all which baue the working of his ſpirit in them , haue a deſire to 
obey his word, and not torelye on any man : therefore when I preſented 
my Children to be baptiſed, I did not as ſome did to baue-them bapti- 


ſed in the faith of that Church , but in the faith I profeſſed with that - 


Church, and then their gonernement was not ſo corrupr,as it came to be 
ſhortly after, for their controverſyes were firſt brought before the E]- 
ders, and related before them, and they did ſhew their judgment, which 
if the partyes did reſt in , the matter was ended , but ſhortly FL 

| Elders 


vs 


ws 


_— 


Elders weuld not heare any matter, but in the preſente of the 
Church,& then they could haue no end of their contentions, though they 
were neuer the 1oth part ſo many as the Churches were inthe Apoſtles 
dayes in ſundry cittyes. | 

And whereas ye doe charge me that I bronght you to this , ye doe 
hould , examine your heart? did1 euer perſwade you to belecue that 
thoſe which made a couenant to obey the word of God in all that he 


hath or ſhall reueale ynto them is an abominable Idoll, if they diflent from 


you in ſome things? 


I all wayes a formed that thoſe which haue the effeQes of ſanRification 
& mortitication apeare in their holy life though they worſtained in ſome 
Idollatry ignorantly. I iudged them to be fainQs in Chriſt, 

Did Leuer perſwade you to conſent to the yniuſt excommunication 
of any ? doe yee not know when Ricbard Bennet was excommunicated, 
and William Saltſ{ bury , I profefled I would hold them for brethren in 
the faith? I confefle Iperſwaded you in this errours , that we might nor 
worſhip God with thoſe which bath receiued authority from the Byſ hop 
tillthey did renounce his authority , with ſince 1 doe find it agreater- 


,  rours by the word of God, and contrary to the ancient faith, and I mani- 


The Apoftle faith circumciſion is profitable if we obey the Law, but if gyy.2,25 
we tran{prefſe the Law our circumciſion is made vncircumcifion, And 26, 


if the yncircumciſion keepe the ordinances of the Law,his yncircumci- 
fion { balbe counted for circumciſion, 


Which dothteach vs this: although ſome which God doe ſend to dif- 


pence his word, baue not ſucha calling , nor ſuch an ordination as they 
{hould haue,if the Church were reformed as it oughttobe ; yet in thar 
thoſe doe faithfully diſpence the will of God vnto their flock , and draw 
men to Chriſt, thoſe are the true mef{engers of Iefus Chriſt. 

And the places of the Reuelation ye doe quote to maniteſtit, for theſe 
warre againſt the beaſt, and the beaſt doth perſecute them, and the Apo- 
file el[where plainly tells vs that the beaſt is humaine inuentions in Gods 


A worſhip, and the commanding of them to be oblerued , more then that 


which God commandeth, So we doe know that circumciſion was Gods 
ordinance, yet the want of that did not depriue thoſe of Gods fauour, 
on which I conclude, the want of mans approbation doe not diffanull 


— — *— 


 tboſcMinifters which doe fincer]y teach the powerfull word of God,and 
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to their greateſt ability doe maintaine Chriſts Kingly authority , as they 
are charged by the Apoſtles grane charge x. Tim.6.13.14. : 

Heare the judgement of that reuerent diuine M. Iohn Robinſon who 

now reſt from his labours , and againſt hom ye can haue no iuft cauſe to 
except,for heliued in our land in good eſtimation and for the loue hee 
bore ynto the truetb, he forſock and renownced the Byſ hops authority, 
and he lived here about 20 yeares, and ſpent a great part of bis inheri- 
tances,and heleued in great abſtinances contentedly,yer of his mean diat 
he ofren had of the pore of his Church) to pertake with him of his 
moſalls, and he was on you ware beholding vnto, for when you war 
wearied with contending with M,Iohnfon,ye ſend for him and he came 
and dead laboure in the matter that you might haue a frundelie parting 
which he had promiſed to him, allthough they after recalled it, 

And this he wrote alittle before his death after he hath contriuertid 
this point in wreiting with M, Aynſworth with obie@iones and an- 
{wers, 7 ; LES 
| OBIECT. OLE 

He that hears , appears to haue communion with the-Church, and 
Miniftry : were be hears and all appearance ofeuill is ro be auoided, 
1,Theſl,5.22, SOR | i 

The. Scripture is not to be-ynderſtood of all that appeares euill tb 
others, out of an erronious, and deceaued iudpement : for then we moſt 
abſtain from almoſt all good : ſeeing there are ſome to whom almoſt all 

ood ſemes euill : but iris ment eyther of the DoGtrine in prophecie , of 
which I baue ſome probable ſuſpition : of which the Apoſtle leemes pro- 
perlie to ſpeake : or of that which appears euill toa rightly diſcerning 
eye, By this imagined expoſition I might net hyre a howſe in a parriſhe 
where I were not known : ſeeing thereby I appeare a parriſhe mem- 
ber, | | 
OBIECT;. | 

None can hear without a preachet , nor preach , except he be ſent, 
Rom, 10.14.15. therefore I cannot lawfully hear him that hath not a 
lawfull ſending, SEED 

4 ANSWERE:; 
- 1. That concluſion is neither in theText nor ſound.I may lawfully hear 
him that bath no tawfull callig,as I haue formerly ſhewed.2,TheApoſtles 
FIN meauing 
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meaning there is no to ſhew what is vnlawfull , but what is impoſsible, 
It is vnp.ſ{sible robeleeue withont hearing,& vnpolsible to hear without 
preaching , & impoſsible to preach without the ſending there intended; 
that is, without Gods gracious work of prouidence in railing vp of men, 


| by enhableing, :& diſpoſeing them to preach, for the efteQtuall calling of 


the ele& of God; of which he there ſpeaks. If any make queſtion whether 
faich come by the hearing of the preachers there: it is more queſtionable, 
whether they themſelues want not faith,which are lo barren of charity,in 
which true faith is fraitfull, If faith come by the preaching 1n England, 
to any,it followes there ypon that ſuch preachers are ſent,in the Apoftles 
ſence. | OBIECT, 

The ſheep of Chriſt hear his yoyce ; bur ſtrangers they will not hear. 


Iohn. x0. 38.27. 

ANSWERE. 

Chriſt doth not there ſpeak of the outward hearing , but of the hear. 
kening ynto, that is, as he expounds himlelfe , verſ, 3.4.5.14.16.26.27. 
of the knowing and beleening of his beleeuing of his voyce , and follo- 
wing it, Sochap.g.1 told you before, and yee did not hear, that is, not 
beleeue,yerſ. 27, and God hears not ſinners verl.; 1.that is approues not 
of thern, and their prayers. So chap.xx,ver{.42.I know that thou heareft 
me alwajes,and a 1000, times inthe Scriptures, The drift of Chriſt in 
that place is, (without queſtion) to { hew the difference between ſuchas 
were not his { heep , and ſuct as were his ſheep. His { heep heard his 
voyce: and they which were not his { heep heard not his yoyce, But they 
that were not his { heep, nor heard his voyce , as there he ſpeaks , heard 
him preach outwardly as well as the reſt, which were his { heep. Beſids, 
they which were his { heep, and would not hear ftraungers,in the Lords 
ſence, heard outwardly thoſe ftraungers preach,and by hearing them dil. 
couered them to be ſtaungers, that 1s, falſe Prophets, The ſtrangers of 
whom he ſpeaks wereof the true Church , and of Iſraell : but brought 
falce dodtrine tending to kill the ſoul , ſuch ſtrangers none { hould hear: 
that is, not belecue and follow, _ 

Your firfte' Authors of this erronious dof&rine came ouer the ſeas 
aboute the yeere i582 to Middelburowe , and.in { horte time Robert 
Browne forſoouke them and ſubſcribed ro the Arche-Byſ hope to live obe= 
diently vnto all thoſe ordinances he { hould inioyne him , of whom M. 
Harriſon wrote as I haue formerly noted in the x0 fol, —_ 


0 Pg.  Hiady andraſh (enſues 
. And Bronne with his affociars ſpread ef their bokes among the Pro» 
. feſſours of the Goſpell, of which there was 3 trad{man of Naylland neete 
Coullcheſter apprehended for ſpreading Brouns and Herifons boks,and 
they ware areined before iudg Anderſon Lord chief juſtices, of the comi 
pleas and condemned of falloney for ſpreading of them, yet the iudge 
| *proferred the mercy if they would beſorey for there errour ſo debatting 
_  #: of the matter,the Iadge did demand of them if they would hencesforth 
become new men 6 liue obediently as the bock of common prayer did 
dire& them, To which they repleyed and ſaid,that the book of common 
an prayer was the preat Idoll of England,& onthis the Indge was exce- 
dingly offended and ſaid he would hang them before be went out of the 
town,if they did maintayne that, So they did defiere a conferences with 
certain Miniſters there,which they bad and the'next day they ware de- 
| manded of che Tudge what they ſayd concerning the book, and they did 
| x584, ftand to maintaine there chardge, ſo they war hang the next day before 
| the abye pate in the preſences of the Indge and one of them ſpooke 
yery hardly ynto the Iudge onthe gibete and ſome of thoſe bocks ware 
 — - there burnt. | | | 
| Buthebad ThomasWolſey remayned priſoner 30 yeers,who was of ſuch aharſhe 
akgef "72 firit like Browne, in which time he peruerted many zealous profel. 
| kimbome fors of which I knewe twentie , and I dare affime their was not any of 
_ beould ang them except M, Barrowe, bat hee did either excommunicate or res 
E wo out jeRe them at one time or other , hee helde ſundery other Iewiſhe er 
$ Ga epled= rours-yntill his death, one which your company heere wrote againſt,and 
| Jedara ſent ynto-him ounce by mee. 7, 
M, Barrowe beinge a zealous profeſſor {carge x8 monetbs,Brownes 
booke came into his Ls ,and hee would yndertake toconfute it,and 
hee did meet with ſome paſſages which weare to barde for him , then | 
hee went to Thomas Wollfey and hee peruerted him and drewe him in- 
to many errours, ſundrey of which he did forſake as many wittneſſes 
- did teftifie and his owne letter bee wrote foure dayes before his ſuffe. 
ringe doth witnes, SR 1 
"i As this great errour of denying to holde communion , with 
thoſe which doe manifeſt they are in Chrifte , he affirmeth thatthe 
Counties ynto whom he wrote was ediccated in the faith, & he did call 
her elle& Ladye,this was not of our faith for that was not then hatched, 
It is to bee ynderſtoode that faith which the marters did witnes "_ the 
adadbauer i brogirg.. ; cot opohngcotpapa ad onda dc ccy Lend dere egg 5-9 
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| | ; 41 
Heath as hee did , which weewoe call the Apoftolike faith, for ſhe did 
muche frequent the heareinge of the zelous preacher about Londen, 8: 
hee did ſupplicate to. her. for to make interceffion for him vnto our 
Queene; and ſheweth her that whereas the Prelates did accuſe and 
chargs him that he belde all the people in the lande are infidells,hee an- 
ſwered that hee __ imbraced, and belecued the common faith recei= 
ued and profeſſe 
- reuerent eſtcemation of ſundrye , and good hope of many hundereq 

thouſands in our lande , although hee utterlie diſliked the preſent con. 
_ , yet hee beleeued they belde the true faith, Which you doe 

enye. 

: Therfore he deſired that his writtings might be taken againſt the Ec< 
clefiafticall gouerment Canones and Courtes brought in, and vſurped by 
the Prelaets and as for thoſe bookes he had wricteng hee deſired all men 
no further to receiue any thinge therein contayned, then they ſhoulde 
finde founde proofe of the ſame out of the Scriptures, | 

-And hee faith hee belecued, the blood of Chriſte hath redeemed them, 
& not only them, but all thar kept the faith & commandements of Ieſus, 


* -- 


of which nomber hee did hope, and heare ſhee was of, | | 
-- By this it doth appeare be was farr from maintaineinge that the ef< 
fances of a Chriſtian ſtande in our obedience.or farr from this to affirme 
that thoſe which promiſed to walke obediently to the worde of God in 
all things, hee had renealed ynto them, or ſhould reueall ynto them war 
no viſibe] Chriſtians. | | 
Elſewhere hee wrote M. Giforde doth indenour to bring vs into ha« 
tred with the whole Lande,and that wee condem all the people both 
men and Women of Englande, which are not of our minde, wherein 
my thinke hee doth vs open wronge , if not apainft his conlcience,yet 
apainſte our exprefle writtings , haue wee not commanded the faith of 
the Enpliſhe matters', and' deemed them faued , notwithſtandinge 
On falce offices not doubting of their ſincere faith ynto Teſus 
riſt, | 
And thoſe which ware at his execution did teftify , thar after his 
prayers made ynto God as his laſt ſacrifice the Shreuffaid yntohim,M, 
arrown now ſeeing your time is at an end, pray that x pe Chriſt 
Na vs,that we may ny you hold not that errour which is faid ye 
doe hold:Vpto which he anſwered M, Shref my time is at an end, ther- 
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in our lande, as mofte holly and ſounde , and hee had * . 


<2 Heady and raſh'Cenſuers 
fore why ſhould I'now pray for dayly bread notwithſtanding if yon 
will pray it,I will pray with you, and when he had baung {ſo long as the 
onders by-rhougbt,his- life had bene our <f his body. be being pinined, he 
then. lifted yp:his hands Jayſarly and laid his fingers on his eye ledes,and 
cloled vp' his eyes and {o lete his hands downe, this is the laſt time they 
perceived any mouing' of his body,this haue bene teſtified by ſundry 
which ware there preſent of which M.Iacob. was one. | 

. It doe appeare vnto me that the Prelaers did exceedingly ſeek to oite 
his blode for when ire CuftofoarePouppan was.newly choſen Lord chief 
iuſtis,of England, I doefind that the Prelats had before them H., Barrow 
In the preſence of this Lord chiefe juſtis,hefore home they did diſcources 
of ſundry puints,and the Prelats did de mand of him,if they might not a 
rayn him vf bericy vnto which the Lord chief iuftis anſwered thus,a man 
by our Law. way, make quears and ,douts,of opinions which they hold 
doutingly,avd he ſhall not procure any breacb.of Law.,eſpicially. be ſhe» 
wing cales and reaſons of his doubting , and be a forming nothing: 
perentarily but ſubmitting himſelfe ynto found iudgement for reſolus 
' And ſoPenery wrote inles then one moneth before he ſuffered death, 
Gying , the-truech of doQring concerving;iuftifying faith', Sacramepts 
externally eſtabliſhed-by ber. Mageſtie profeſſed by ber ſelfe, their hon- 
ners, and ſuch as have knoweledge inthe afſemblies of theſe Lande, I 
acknoweledge from my heart to be ſuch as if I maintayned not the Vni. 
ty, and helde not the trueth of the ſame doAtringe with them in theſe 
points,.l could not poſſible be ſaved, 0 

, On which I conclude,they weare farr from this blaſphemous doArin 
of Delacluſe 8& May , W bo doth affirme the eflence cf a Chriftian ſtands 
in our obedience ofthe word, muche further from afirmeinge the pro= 
fefſours in our lande areno viſible Chriſtians , wee doe belecue inthe 
Apoſtollike faith., which all the Saints and marters profeſſed vnto the 
death of which we beleeue the communion of Saindts, and forgiuenefle 
of our ſinnes, this faith the marters witnefled ynto the death. 

I doe thinke M, Aynſworth was one of the conſcionabluſt cf all that 
company;,and I doe acknowledge. he had ſundry good parts in bim,yet 
be hild meny errours, & when be was called in queſtion for his refuſing 
to-hear the: word, preached he-would not goe topriſon for that, bur went - 
8. hearg. if he had bene called ynto the hearing of Maſe,l am perivaged 

| Ee Woug. 
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| ſeaſonably reproned, 43 
'he would rather have ſuffered then to have corrupted his conſci- 
Ences , about 5 yeeres after they had excommunicared mee, he came 
to my houſe, 8 entred into ſpeach with me with perſwading words, thar 
_ we might worthip God together in vnity ; vato which I anſwered that 
I would willingly ſoir might be in theLord,but in that they had excom. 
municat meas I am perſwaded uniuftly,I ſaw not we could be reconcil- 
wy vnto-which hee anfweared chere might be away that that ſhould be 
nolette, 
So we entred into diſcoures concerning the ynderſtanding of the 
- 18 of Mathew,cocerning the power of theChurch in which there paced 
ſome heat of words ſo he departed,6c after this we had no more ſpeach. 
And he defended thereerronious ground till his death, and he had in- | 
' nomberable of contenſions to bis dying daye, and he was pgrieuouſly af- q 
: flied with the ſtone callicke 8 fo ended his dayes Anno 1622 in great 
paive,he did in his life time writgh profitable comentaries on the 5 boks 
of Moyſes,and anthe fangs of Salomone, and on the Pſalms, yet in ſome 
things he erred greatly,l will inftices of his nots on the $ vers of the 48 
'Plalm, there hee faichthey rraineilled from Tarſes tothe eaſt Indes and 
. to Oppar,/but all which haue ynderſtanding in maps how countries doe - 
leye.doe know it is otherwaies, for there is a mayo contineEr betrwixt the, 
as we may ſee thar they traded to the Indes through the read ſea, at a 2Cron,28t | 
.Citry called Lefin Gaba on the read ſea and Tyrus is lituated on the Me- 36. | 
:direrranam fea, which wee call the botton ofthe ftreates. "= a Þ 
- 1 Allſs hee doe not-on the'68 Plalm,rthat Ifacker couched betwixt the « | 
 PhiliReans on the one end,& the Amonits on the other who vexed them _ 
ſore,which doe appeare otherwayes both by the Scriptur,and by maps,I I!f. 19.17 
could inſtances more but this I'doe obſerue for a great erroure 1n him in ' 
.that he was ſo much adi&ed yntothe ſpeding of his time in theArabians 
-who war many wayes more corrupt then the fatbers, who did laboure 
for Chriſt to rayn: but che Rabins did and doe 'oppoſe Chrift our Lord 


of glory, | 
2 hold it not good to rake into the ſinnes of other men , but that theſe 
men I haue to deall withall are of ſuch aperuerſt generation, that Imuft 
mavifeſt their. generation, forchey doe condemne all which: are other 
wiſe minded;6cithey doe bold thar if they ſhould worſhipGod with the 
the they ware polured in Idollatry,which I haue ſhewed is farr from the 
exampellof the godly pillars of our Church, and of ous Lord of glory 
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4 Heady and raſh Cenſyers 


himſelfe and thoſe they. doe excommunicated them, they doe falſly a 


forme they are vtterly voide of graces and notorioſe wicked men, as I 


haue ipſtanced in the x5 folio, | {ERR s 

And if they baue altered their iudgement in any thing they hould then 
they doe (aid they are fallen awaye, and they are Apoſtates from the 
faith, | | | - 
 Andthus they doe breath out there venom againſt all which, dos not 
runn,with them in their pernitious errours. agoghenn 

Bat if the altring in judgment and practis be a falling away,thenthey 

are fallen away for they baue forſaken ſundry errours which they for- 
merly held, as I haue in part inftanced, _ | 

| Now by caſe ye doe pretend to be. the ſucceflars of the marters in 


. Quen Maris days.I can manifefttbar is vot lo, for I was aquainted with 


ſundry of them,which flead for to kepe a-good conſcience in'that queys 
Rain whereof 3 of ther ware preachers,ip ded there ware cf them ſome 
that did more tid againſt ſuperſtitious ſermonis,ths thers. On M.Bro- 
diſh had a benefies nere where I dwelt, and hee was a zellovs-preacher 
and 2 other ware both zellons preachers, and, they: did preach.at londry 


J pleaces in the cantrey; & they ware proferred benefices, bur they would 
EF: «ns not except of any. M.Larance had great leufens'of his owne &c becauſe 
Fw they would not take the Miviftry to baue a charge they war forbidden 
| Hef ©& wne« to preach any more the yeere 1586, yet M. Harelfton did evs acxcercis 
pepel in bis hous 4 yeers after euery 14 daits ; 83 which I-baue bene:lundiy 


+ 2 io times, Idoe remember in his prayers.commonly: he would pray;to God to 


rood out,of his Church all Idoll:{hephegrds dome dopges;none relidets, 
time ſeruers and all yayne ſuperſtition and toſend | 
in his Church , 1 rakevit he was 86 yeeres old when he ended his dayes, 
|... I baveconferred with bim cancerhing Robert Browne and hedid:-ve. 
terly diſlike of his-proceding,:and he: #: formed it yas a great errgure 
in them for to refuſe to hear Gods word'pregebed:by thaſe which refu; 
ced to obſerue their ſermonies, & that they one my knowledge did goe 
to hear the word of God preached by thoſe in the Miniſtry which leved 
confcionably,& they received thr Sacraments with chaw,there war ſun» 
dry Profeſſors. which I did knowe,tharfleed inquen Maris ;daies ih prer 
ſerue thera from Idollarry,yet they. would trauell: 3: or 4:tyiles to hoara 
good Sermon, and one wy knowledge they would ſometimes, aflemble 
lome 29 or 30 and they uled to proje together and to conferre ſowe- 
= &-4 Tuned 
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| ſeafonably reproned. -  _ 
times at one pleaces,8 fomtimes at an-anothier they vſed to line ſparing] 
+ and'this I-baue: heard them: faie, thatall che lively, members'of Chri 
muſt not be drones, but fo bebauc them ſelnes ſorthar:rhey'may doe pood 
 toothers, I wasthen yong about 14 of x5 yeers old'; the world did call 
them preciſe as they now dve puritanes,” Th 93s 2H TGA 
270 Louing wife and children,l am bound by the word of God to doe you 
\ good, and nature doe bipd me: allo-ynto it, and Þ doefee: you are excec- 
| FAdingly deluded we now are readie ro:poo out of this'life therefore'iv'i 
; how notime to deſcemble , I doe appell to your conſciences ,"if I haue 
not alwayes bareddefayt, & {ſhould 1 not now abhorre it,now I ati-ready 
| to appeare before. my God, who doth abhorre all de{ceiuers &-all defait: 
| I haueall thaugh in weeknes imbracedRetigion as Ipng/as any of you;if 
| not longer,and hate converced: wh'thoberterſorre-of lerned denies 
p mare then any'of you, 8 I haue laboured'to rnderftand theminde ofthe 
ancient fathers, more then any'of you have done, for you doe difpistheir 
books which 1 doe' honoure, and. confes 1 baue- obtained 'prear light by 
there labours,and I doe profeflel doe thinke ſome of then haue execs 
did any in this adgejt heauebly gravevand they hautinanifeſtedGods 
rruetty viieo vs; alt houghwohave ardiveyito tee fame wheths;the 
faw-nor that Qoe tor prove we are equalt to them in. piftsand grave 
| fora dwarf ftanding on otherrallinens ſhoulders, way ſe ſomething! that 
F arall man could nor fee; ſo we'baue manifeſted fome things: they! nover 
ſawe:bur you;aredeluded byerrowiousphicsitit pleaces the Lord'es 
openi'your eyes? role-it ; orice wiles ci you earthorgtraiteyns frepkniy 
thisthar the preareryow reſifthis trecth thepreater: condenmativns ſhall 
be fall in qhe dayof indpement, and f you heofrhenomber of thoſ& God 
will.plorify,koow #hjis God will (enerly wipe aud fynordpe/ you ip-this 
life for your peruerfh opitions this -hiphconfairofyvurkmwiedgeitane 
beyilled you,ir was the fiupe of Corath,it isa finne as I have manifeſted 
from the Apoftels verie odious vnto God,why dare you perſuade your 
ſelfs that you doe ſee, & vnderftand more in the wayes of God,then we 
doe.O þeate dovyn this ftrong deluficns of fathan,for it will bs your re« 
winge and beternes inthe end.. You baue my dire&tion how yee might 
bumble your ſelfs in przyer,and preuaille with God, and till my daies be 
epded;i{ will ſew to him for you,if I cannot obtaine my defire,l muft do 
as Aaron did when his ſons ware {laine, reft in his workes, 
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Heady and raſh (enſutrs ſeaſonably reproned: 


The Profefiours of the Goſpell ſundry of then did fley out, of  Eng- 
Badin therainof QueneMary Anno t 554-8 they arriued at Franckford, 4 
and-rhere fill a grear controuerſie: among ithemlelges, concerning the | 
bock of common prayer, for ſome did vrterly deſlike it,and ſome would | 
haue it in their worſhip, wherevpon they ſent , to fondry larned men for F 
there aduices, one which ſame went to Zurik to craue of M, Ballingar, 
what he thoughr of the book of: common prayec,ufiag this reaſon that z -* | | 
larbed mend teſtify ; that Doctor Crandmore- had drawn out a baak 
for.eq yſe in the Churcha hundredrimes beter then that which they had, | 
bur-he ſaich that cauld cake no places for thathe was mached with ſuch.a | 
wickediclargey & conyocation,withother enemies,8 M.Bullingar ſaid, 
there are Code uperſtirions if that bagk which be would, not. view ! 
$ee the book of the. reoubles at Franckfort iorhego folio. 1111 1 
',$othe meſſengers'went» toGenend;, and {paake with M, Culnine: 
and he ſhewed Wh alerter he had; recejued, from Franckford of x; of 
Our; natian all divines there: that would hage ie book ok” common 
pon: 2s: oduid3 35D LN ft: tuo tol gs 
.,-Ypon;which M. Caluine aforcrethin hin o7ife;.. & 21d; 01 yet bil 
yHhate-ſhewed as briefly as L cane. the: defait of "he Spirits with os | | 
Thane to deall, and 1 og ds irl thel. more, manifeſt it by a brief 
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The anſwereand Indgemente of 

that famousand excellent lerned man Maiſter Iohn 

. Caluin the late Paſtor of Geneua, touching the Book 
of England, after that he had peruſed ; Þ ſame 


faithfully tranſlated out' of Latin by 
Maiſter Whitthingham. 


To the beans lernedmen Maiſter Iohn Knox, 
and Mailter William Whittingham, his faithfull 
_ - bretheren at Frankford &c. 


great thame that contention ſhoulde ariſe among brethern ba« 
nithed & driuen oat of their contrie for one faithe, and for that 
cauſe whiche onely ought to haue holden yow bounde together as it 
were withe on holy bande in this your diſperſion, For what might yow 
doe better in this dolorous and miſerable plage , then (being pulled. vio« 
lently from your countrie) to procure your ſ{elues a Church, whiche 
ſhould receive and nouriſhe yow ( beinge ioyned FI in mindes 
and languedge)in her motherly lappe. But nowe for ſome men to ſtrive 
as tonchinge the forme of prayer and for :Ceremonies as though ye 
wereat refte and proſperitie, 8 to ſuffer that to be an impedimente that 
ye cannot there ioyne to one body of the churche(as I think)ir is to much 
out of ſeaſon, | 

Yet notwithſtanding , I allowe their conſtancie whiche ftriue for a 
iufte cauſe beinge forced againſte their willes ynto contention, I doe 
wonthely condemne frowardnes, whiche doeth hinder and ftaie the ho- 
lye carefullnes of reforminge the churche, 


T His thing truclie:greuethe me very muche, anditis a. 
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And as I behave wy ſelf gentle and traQtable in meane things ( as ex- 


by Caluins 


 dudgement the lerned,graue , and godly Minifters of Chriſte toenterpriſe farther, 


ating eo CladiD e . -Furthermore;"this' newe- order farce differeth from's 
Chs I Oe T 


the evil] rumor.inEvglande , as thoughthey had fallen from that Reli- 
gion which was the cauſe of their baniſhement, they are farre deceiued 
for this true and ſincere Religion , willrather compell them that they 


remaine, faithfully: to conſider-in rowhat deepe gulff they haue fal- 
len for there downefall ſhall-more grienouſly wounde them , when they 


perceiue your goinge.forewarde beionde a mid courſe, from the whiche 
they are turned. Fare ye wel dearely beloue brethery , and faithfullſer- 


uant 
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nants of Chriſte. The Lordedefende and gouerue yow, from Geneua 
this 20.of Januar, Anno 1555, | 


- ſtration in the Church. 


of contention is to be hoped for, valeſſe theone parte ſomethinge re- 
lent, this will 1 doo for my parte, that quietnes maie inſue, I will ſhewe 
my iudgement howe(as I think ) it maiebe beſte for edification of this 


daye, and to his congregation in this life, &&c. W herevpon after ſome 


to the laſte of April following. If.any coatention ſhould ariſe in the, ,,. . nll 


_ winge, at whiche time, D, Coxe and others with him came to Frank 


fort. out oft, Englande , who began to break that order. which: ugs Oey | 
-aprecd.. 1: - | | | ' to Franckf, 


” 7 ; . | | c 3g 
» : 49 


Your Iohn Caluin, 


After M. Caluens letter was read they agreede that 4 of them di- 
vines ſhould draw out an ordre how they ſhould obſerue the:Mini- 


Thies 4 aſſembled for thatpurpos. And firſt, Maiſter Knox ſpake to Pha 
the reſte in this wife, For ſo muche, (ſaith he) as I perceiue, that noende fri of Kner 


poore flocke, whiche if ye will not accepte,nor followe (after that I haue 
diſcharged my. conſcience) I will ceaſe and commir the whole matter to 
be ordered by: yow as yow- will anſwere before Chrift Ieſus at the lafte 


conference, an order was agreed vpon: ſome parte taken forth: of the 
Englithe booke and other oka put to, as the ſtate of that Churchs re- 


quired, | | 
And'this order by the conſent of the congregation { honld continue This ordey 


meane time, the matter then to be determined by thies 5, notable lerned the 6.off 
men , to wit, Caluin, Muſculus, Martir , Bullingar and Vyrer, This Feb, 
apremente was put in wrytinge. To that all gaue their conſentes, This 
daie was toyfull, Thankes were geuen to God, brotherly reconciliation 
followed, great familiaritie v{ed, the former grudpes ſeemed: tabefor- 
gotten. Yeathe holie communion was. vpon this happie agremente, alſo 
miniſtred, And this frind{hipp continued till the.x 3 of Marth folo- 


+. Whereypon M; Knoxe in his ſermon di. inuade agaipſt that; diſor- 
dere and ſhewed that nothing: might be brought into the Church, but 
that the word of God aproued of and he aformed: that the book of com- 
man prayer which he a formed is ſuperſtitious, & vnpure before God 8& 
all:men, & that be would not, conſent thax; oo Chureh Lhoald ay | 
9.3 2 & -" 
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.,- He farther: affirmedthat amonge manie thinges whiche pronoked 
gods anger againſte Englande was ſlacknes to refurme religion (-when 
time and place was graunted) was one, And therefore it became them to 
be circumſpe&, how they laid their foundation, And where as ſome men 
ware not al hamed to faie,that there was nolet or ſtoppe in Englarde, bur 

| that Religion might be,& was already brought to perfeQion,be proued 

8 the contrary , by the wante of diſcipline. Alſo by the troubles which 

Maiſter Hooper Suſtained , for the Rochet and ſuch like , in the booke 
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E-:-; ;commanded andallowed. 
Wl... And for that one man was permitted to haue 3. 4. or 5. benefices to 
| © -theygreat ſlaunderof the goſpell and:defraudinge of the:flock-of Chriſte 
-of theit lively 'foode and {uftenaunce, Theſe were the chieft notes of 
his fermon.,, wiche wasſo ftomaked of ſome , eſpecially of {uch as bad 
many. liuinges in Englande, that he was verye { harplie charged, and re- 
proued ſo fone as he came out of the pulpit for the lame, 
.Bar Doctor Coxe and his company did obtaine to be members of that 
E-. :Church,fo one rhis their parte was the: greater nomber and thew-they:for- 
| bade M, Knoxpreaching any more, | 4: DON Or 
Sa [Now the nexte daye being wenſday, W hittingbam wente to Maifter 
hs urs lohn Glauburge (who was the chief meane in obtainge the Churche ) 8 
hich. he "brake'the-matter ynto bim, declaringe , howe that certaine, naw tome 
Frovebr in, -owts of Enplande had forbidden thei: Miniſter appointed , to preache 
_ ..- ithat daye, and.intended to fet vpp another , whiche be dowted woulde 
- 'not be well taken, And therfore,leaſte any in conuenience { hould happe, 
-he tought good to make him priue therto. W herevpon the laied Magi- 
ſtrat ſent immediatly and gaue commaunded that there { hould be no 
ſermon that daie. Afrerwarde be fent for Valeran the frenche Minifter, 
-commandinge him that 2 lerned men {hould be appointed 'of either 
parte, and that he and they ſhould conſulte and agree vpon ſome good 
- -ordre, arid to make report ynto him accordingly, "Then were apointed 
\.w..... 2. Coxand lever ofthe one fide, and Knox and Whittingham on the 
4+... Othcrſide, to decide the matter, Valeran was appointed to put. downe 
in writtinge what they ſhulde 'agree ypon. Bur when in this cobfe- 
rence, they cameto the order of Martins and that D, Coxe ſaide. , Ego 
volo habere, there coulde/he'noagrement amonge them, and ſo brake of, 
wherypoh the congregation drew out a fupplication in latrer & preſen= 
 te& it torhelajed maiſter GladburgeregaoRinge him tobe a — 
root meter eo ore 
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the ſame mightbe conſidered of amonge the Senators, The Engliſhe 
whereof was as followeth, hes 


The ſdpplication to the Senate, 


Folio 40. 


F Er-it not moleft yow ( moſte graue and wortbie Senators ) that your 

affayresareletten with a fewe wordes, And leafte we { hould trou- 
blel you with prolixitie, you f ball vnderſtande the matter briefly, W hen 
your great and ynſpeakable bamanitie, through the prouidence of God 
had praunted vs a Churche , we vndertoke forthwith ( as became ys)to 
the abowre the orders of the ſame , and ro ſet owt a Liturgie. And 
becaule weſawe that in the polixe and Ceremonious booke of the litur. 
gie of Englande, be manie thinges (that we maie ſpeake no worle ofit) 
not moſte perfecte, it ſeemed beſte to reduce it to a;perfe& rule of the 
Scriptures, and to accommodate our fſelues .to the enſamples of that 
Churche where.in we teache, and to whome we. haue f{ublcribed. Bur 


To veri the 


. when this enterpriſe offended ſome of our contriemen (altoughe the freuchs 
greateſt nomber agreed vnto vs) for that we woulde decline from the charche. 


decrees of our elders, hereypon there greyve toys fora feyye monethes 
no ſmall trouble, . es 2 EF 
. ;Ar the lenght , vvhen thereappeared;no.ende, for peace and concor- 


+ 


degſake yve gaue place to their vvill, and {uffred them ar their pleaſure 


to-pike oyyte of their booke the chiefeſt or beſte thinges vpon thiscon= 
dition that rhe ſame {houlde continue vvith out alteration, at the 
leafte, ynto'the laſte daye of Aprill , at the vyhich daie (if there ſhould 


any neyye contention rri{e) that then all.the-matter.{ hould be referred to 


theſe 5, men notable men, Caluin, Muſculus, Martir,Bullinger, vad Vi- 
ret, What nedethe many wordes, This condition yvas vvillingly ac- 
cepted, and the couenante rated on both partes, A yvritinge vvyas 
alſo -therof toteſtifiethe promeſſe made of the.one tothe other, -More« 
ouer thankes yyere geuen to God vyithe.great ioye, and common pray 
ersvyereimade;for.that men;:thought-that daie tobe the end.of-dilcorde, 
Beſides this,'tbey recey ued, the communion .as the ſure rakep, or ſeale of 
thejr mutual apramente, yvyiche.yy4s-omitted before, by the ſpace of 3 
monethes, ;Valaran alſo the frenche Minifter vyas,pertaker of this com- 
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munion & a fartherer of concorde and a 'vvitnes of theis@hinges, Novve 
of late dayes , certaine of our contrey men, cameto ys who haue inde- 
uored by all meanes to obirude thar brov yolume of Ceremonies ypon 
Vs to break the couenante and to ouerthrough the liberty of the Churches 
graunted by your benonolence. And no dowte ,this they enterpriſe 
. and minde ynder the title and name of your defence, Whereby they 
maye abuſe the authority of your name to ſatisfie their luſte. Weare 
here compelled to omitre manie thinges whiche would make for our 
cauſe,nolefle rightly then profitably , but we remit thies to our brethren 
for concordes ſake, - | 
Thus you haue here , moſt hounorable Sen. a brieff ſamme of our caſe, 
and contention, wherby you may cafile yaderftannde , what to indge of 
the whole matter, he ge | | LIES 

What manner of boke this is for the which they ſo cruelly contende,ye 
maye conſider by:the Epiftle that Caluin lately wrote vnto vs, in the 
The letter hich be hath ſignified his minde, aſwel plainely of the booke., as alſo of 
6 litle befo= A g oy $ tb Hp od 7 apr.” Os Se ® 
_, the vprighrnefle of our cauſe. We could haue pointed our 'vito you 
+.” -.; the folrſhe and fonde things of the booke, bur paſſinge 'oner an ' infinity 
nomber of thinges, this one will we bringe for many the whiche ſhalbe 
neceflarie well to be marked. Whithin theſe 3 yeeres arroſe a great 
conflite betweene the Biſhops of the realme and the Bithoppe of Glo= 
| ceſter, Maifter Hooper, a man worthy of perpetuall memorie-, whome 
| This con- We beate to be burned of late. This man beinge made Biſhopp by King 
- trouerſy Edwarde, there was obtruted by other Byſhopp of the ſame order (ac- 
| hathly cording to this booke)arochet,and and a Byl hops robe this man being 


JF $ Jints king welllerned and a longe time nouriſhed,and brought vp in Germany, as 


29 © 
| © 1am 
: " 


duard 65 {gone as he refuſed thies proud thinges that! fooles maruell at , he vyas 
caſte intopriſon and at length by their importanity ouercomie , and/re> 
1Tentinge , he was compelled to bis ſhame to giue place to their 'impu- 
'dency with the common prieffand ſorowe of all godly mindes, 


But wherfore ſpeake you of theis! thinges will you faie , that apper- 
 *rainenothinge toys: yes verely , wethink it toucheth you very moche; 
_:forifthies men armed by your authotiry ſhall doe what they liſte, this 

_ _ euillſballbein time eſtabliſhed by youand neuer be redreſſed , neither 
ſhall there for ever be any endeof this controuetſie 'in Englande: But 

'E it wonlde pleaſe your honorable authoritie to decree this moderation 
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| betweene ys, that this whole matter may be referred to the indgements | 3 
of the five aboue named not we alone that are here preſent , but our 
Whole poſterity, , yea our whole Engliſ he nation, and all good men, to 
© the perpetuall memorie of your names, { halbe bounde vnto you for this 
oreat benefit, 'VVe. might hane yſed moo words in this narration , for - 
we feared not, that we {hould lake reaſons, but rather that time { hould 
faile you , letted with more ſerious buſines, Therefore , we by theis 
thinges, leaue the reſte to the conſideration of your wiſedomes. : 

The 22 of Marche Maiſter Glauburge came ro the Engliſ he Churche, 
and [hewed the congregation , that it was commaunded them , by the 
Magiſtrate (when by his procurement the Church was graunted) that 
they ſhould agree withe the frenche churche both in Doctrine and Ce- 
remonies, and that they ynderſtood how tbe fallinge from that order had 
bred muche difſention amonge them, T herfore, he ftraitly charged and 
commanded that from thence foorth they { hould not diffent from thar 
order, if they did as he had opened the Churche dore ynto them , fo 
would he ſhutte it againe, And that ſuch as would not obey ther- 
vnto-{houlde not tary within that city , willinge them to conſulte 
together oute of hande an anſwere before he departed, D.Coxe then y,, p, oz 
ſpake-tothe congregation in this wiſe, I baue (laieth he) raed the fren- poſſe its 
che order and doe thinke it to be both good and godly in all pointes, | 
and therefore wil hed them to obeye the Magiſtrates commandement. 
wherevpon the whole congregation gaue conſent, ſoas before the Ma- 
giſtrate departed the Churche,D.Coxe,leuer, and VVhittingham made 
reporte.vnto him accordingly. '[D. Coxe alſo at that preſente requeſted 
that it woulde pleaſe him, notwithſtanding their il] behauiour)to 1 hewe 
vnto them bis accuſtomed fauour and goodnefle, whiche he moft ientely 
_ and louinglie promiſed. 


. At the nexte meetinge ofthe congregation that order was put in 
praRiſe, to the comforte and reioycinge of the moſt parte. Nevertheles, 
ſuche as woulde ſo faine baue had the booke of England, lefte not the 
matter thus, And for that they ſawe Knox to be in ſuche credit with 
many cf the congregation , they firſte of all aſſaied by a mc ſte cruel] bar- 
barous. and bloudie acte to diſparche him oute of the. waye,tothe ende © 
they might wit he more caſe attainethe thinge which they ſo gredely - 
ſought, which was the placinge of their booke, os 
| m_—_ They 
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_—_—_ For otherwiſe, (as they ſaide) they ſbuld be forced to deliner bim, yf 


| Knox. 


pacis)ro bringe 
ter noone, which thinge he did accordingly , at which time ( after cer- 


They bad amonge them a booke of his intituled an admonition to Chri- 
ftiavs writtE in the Engliſh tong, wherein by occaſis he ſpake of the Em« 
petour, & of Philip his ſonne, and of Marie then Queene of Englande, 
This booke certaine of them: preſented to the Magiſtrates , who (vpon 
receite of the ſame) ſente for Whittingham and al ked him of Knox their 


Minifter , what manner of man he was: W nts os anſwered that 


ſuche a one their was amonge them and to his knowledpe bothe a lerned, 
wiſe, graue and godly man, Then one of the Magiftrats ſaied voto him 
certaine of your country men haue accuſed him yato ys Leſe Majeſtatis 


Zmperatorie, that is of high treaſon againſte the Emperour, his ſonhe, 8 
the Queene of England, here is the bovoke,and the place which they haue 


noted, the true and perfeQ ſence whereof we commaunde you (ſub pena 
nge ynto vSin the latten tonge at one of the klock inthe af- 


taine communication amonge themlſelues , they commaunded' that 
Knox ſhould preache no more till their pleaſure were farther knowen. 
The wordes concerninge the Emperour were theis ſpoken in the pulpit 
in a Towne of Buchingham Sheere in the beginninge of Queene Maries 


. . Taigne, as by the ſaied booke appearethe where it is ſaied ::O Englande, 
Englande , if thow vvylrte obftinately returnend into Egipte , that is zif 

thow contraGte mariage, confederacy ,or leage with{uche princes as doe 

' «maintaine and aduance idolatry, ſache as the Emperour ( who is no kffe 


enemie to Chriſt then was Nero) iffor the pleaſure and ftindſhip (1 faie) 
of ſuch Princes thow returne to thine olde abhominations before vſed 
ynder Papiftery : then afſured'y ( O England) thow ſhalt be plaged and 
brought todeſolation by the meanes of thoſe whoſe fauour thow ſekefte, 
and by whome thou arte procured to fall from Chriſte and ſerue ante= 
chrifte, There were orher 2 places , but this moſt noted , inthat it tou- 
cheth the Emperour, But it ſeemed the Magiſtrates abhorred this 
bloudly, cruell, and ontragious attempt, for that when as certaine of 
Knox his enemies followed hardly the Magiſtrates to know what ſhould 
be donne with him, they did not onely { hewe moſt euident fignes of 
diflikingetheir vnnaturall ſuite, but alſo ſent for maiſter Williams and 
Witthingam, willing them, that Maifter Knoxſhould departe the Citty. 


the Emperour his counſaile (whiche then lay at Auf burge){hould ypon 
like information ſend for him, 


The 
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The 25 of the marche Maifter Knox the might before his departure 
made a moſte comfortable ſermon at his lodginge to 50 perſons or there 


_ aboute,then preſent, which ſermon was of the deathe and reſurreQion of 


Chriſte, and of the vnſpeakable ioyces which were prepared for Godes 
ele&e, which in this lifeſuffce trouble and perſecution for the teſtimony 
of his blefſed name, The next daye he was brought 3, or 4. mile before, 
he had made that exhortation,who with great heauins ofheart 6 plenty 
of teares committed him to the Lorde, 

Shortly after M, Knox departing D. Coxe bauing obtained a farten 
Door of Law for to take parte with them, be ſent for ſume of thoſe 
which ftood againft the obſernuing of the boke of comman prayer, and he 
tould them that Doctor Coxe and 3 DoCtors with 13 bachillers of diui- 
nity with other diuins had bene with the Magiſtrates and they had ob- 
tained of them that they ſhould haue. and ewes the booke of common 
prayer and therefore he charged them , that they doe not oppole it by 
rea{on the Magiftrats had conſented to there requeſt of thoſe denins , 

When as the congregation harde of the cruell and more then tiran- Marke tho 
nicall dealings of this Do@or, Maiſter Gilby and others with him , were Placing of 
ſente ro Maiftcr Iohn Glawburge ( by whoſe commandement as ye #* Engii= | 
barde , they had receiued the frenche order ) puttinge him in remem- br EE 
brance of the ſame and ſhewinge him that certeine lately come amonge ing the« | 
the m bad ſought (as they were credibly enformed) to ouerthrowe their xr. © 
Churche by placing the Engliſhe booke amonge them, To this Maifter fx 
Glauburg made an{were , that he was enformed howe that both partes Mark this 


were full agreed and contented, and that thereypon be had committed pratiiſe 


the whole matter to the lawier bis couſen. Then he af ked for Whitrin- 
gam: it was anſwered that ſtrait charge was geuen him that he ſhould 
midle no more in that matter, The Magiſtrate al ked againe of whom 
he had that commandement , and when he was toulde him that the Do- 
Qor his couſen had giuen him that charge, he then began, very gently te 
perſwade with Maifter Gilby & the reſt that they ſhould be contented, 
and he would le that nothinge ſhould be yſed bur that which ſhould be 
tollerable,and ſo Maiſter Gilby with the reſt departed. 
"The 28. of marche D. Coxe aſſembled all ſuch as had byn Priefts and 
Miniſters in Englande to his lodging and thete beclared how the Ma. 
giftrates bad graunted them the vie of the Engliſh booke, and that he 
thought requiſite that they ſhould conſulte together, whom they thoughe 
- H moſt 


"un (iid Wadi” oa 
LIES - 


—_— 


#4 
2 
, 
ot 
A een 4s, 
G., MS. - 
8 Be; -*<; BE 2, 6 
SEES - OY IE IICSES 
"by "7 4 , oh we. 
r q 
. Nr ” ww. 
#4 all + Took 


* #2. hae 


At lenght 


they agreed 


wpon the 


name Pa- 


ſtours. 


mofte meete tobe Byſhop, Superintendent or Paſtor with the reſt of the 
officers, as Seniors Miniſters and Deacons, W herevnto Maifter Chriſt 1« 
pher Goodman anfwered that his opinion was ,, that they ought firſt to 
agree vpon ſome perfect an godly order for the Churche , and therto to 
baue the corfent of the congregation wherby it migit appeare, that they 
contemned not the refte of their brethren : And farther, to proceade to 
the eleion which be tought allo ought nut to be attempred withoute 
the conſent of the whole churche, To this was anſwered that for the 
order,it was already determined, that no other order then rhe booke of 
Enplande they ſhould not bane , ſo that the perſwafſjons of Goudman no- 
thinpe at all prevailed neither in one thinge or other, yea, the procead= 
ings of fundry perſonnes (which I could name)were ſuch as if chere had 
bin neither orders officers,or Churche there, before their comminge, or 
any promes n*ither to kepre of their partes , after rhey came , as may 
more playnely appere to the reader by this letter following, written by 
Maifter Whittingham to a frinde of his in Englande , which letter is (uf 


his owne hande} to be ſeene. 


M. Whittinghams letter, 


Grace, mercy and peace throught 
Chriſt our lorde. 


A infec A® yow require a brief anſwere to your ſhorte letter,{o neither time 


yeto 4 lete 
zen ſent 
him oute 


ermitreth,nor I intend to trouble you farther then the very neceſ(- 
fity of the matter af keth. And firfte,for that ye ſeeme to hange in ſuch 


extreame perplexity, partly , becauſe of ſundry talkes , & diuers leiters 


- of England, of men of good credit which cauſeth you not a littlero merueile, and 


partly, by reaſon of the good opinion once conceiued and yet reteined of 
certaine perſons both godly and ferned , which makerth you doe dowre: 
I thiok it befte, briefly and ſimply ro open a fewe chief pointes vpon the 
whiche the reſte of the matter dependethe. After certaine monethes 
that we had here lined in great conſolation and quietnes it chaunced 
that asoure nomber did increaſe,ſo ſume entred in, which bufily vader- 
mined our liberty and laboured to ouerthrowe our diſcipline , whiche 
trouble grewe at lenght in ſo great quantity, that by the greateſt parte it 
was concluded, that no man (hould not neede heere after to ſubleribe to 


any 


57 
any diſcipline for as much as they preſuppoſed that none would come 
hither which ſhould haue nede thereof, Which dunne they altereed our 
orders in prayers and others things, thinkinge co bringe in place the full 
yle of the great Engliſhe booke , which notwithſtandinge , by reaſon of 
divers imperfe&ions we coulde not admit,ſo that to growe toa common 
concord it was agread and the name of God invocated that the whole 
matter ſhould be referred,to Maiſter Caluin, Maiſter Muſculus, Maiftee 
Mactir, Maifter Bulliongar and Maifter Viret that both partes ſhould 
drawe theire orders and that tobe receiued which by the iudgement of 
theis 5. excellent men ſhould be thought moſte agreable roa reformed 
Churche, Inthe, meane time euery man to ſtand content withe that or- 
der whiche was then agreed vpon and vſed, But within fewe day's after 
this determination was broken A ſtranger craftely brought in to prea- 


che, who had bothe t-yn at maſſe and alfo ſubſcribed to blaſphemous Ar. 
ticles, Many tauntinge bitter ſermons were made (as they thought) to 


our defacinge, in ſ:muche, as maifter Knox beinge defired therevnto of 
divers, was inforced to purge bim ſelf in ſundry points, and þ 55 his 
mind frely in the pulpit , alwellin reprouinge cerraine parts of the En. 
gl'ſh booke, as declaringe the puniſhemente of God whiche partly bad 
lIipht vpon our evuntry be flacknes it R-ligion, fo as they ſeemed to take 
the matter foto heart that by their falle delation in accuſinge him before 
the Magiftratc's of treaſon againſt the Emperour and the Queene in a 
certaine boke- fois written tov'our country men of England he was come 
manded to departe, | | 
And t'e Magiſtrates vnderftandinge the r fetches , and Src ſec 
kinge .f heir owne glory (who ſeemed to ſpare no kinde of contention 
to pache 1n the ſame ) commanded that we ſhould receiue the frenche 


order) which is according to the order of Geneua the pureſte reformed 


churche it Chriſtendome ( VVherevpon all agreed and D, Cuxe with 
others commendinge the ſame to the congregation) gaue thankes to the 
Magiſtrate in all our names, Here you may note their double faces, who, 
bearinge the Magyiftrate in hande that they receined his commandement 
ioyfully,priuily praQited, and fo laboured vader hande, that they made 
this Mapiftrate vnſaie , and ſo obtained their booke ,- promifinge not- 
withftandinge, both to the Magiftrate, and certaine of the congregation 
-as well to proue by the word of God ſo much of the baoke as they would 
vſe, as is ſet forthe the ſame in writting, that they. (before the forſaied 
_ H 2 | order 


_.-- | | Eel | | 

order ſhould be channged)might iudpe of the equity thereof, But pre» 
ferringe the ioye of their vnhoped victory before their promeſle ; did 
necher the one becauſe they could not,nerher rhe other becauſe they duift 
not. And yet they haue nut made an ende of their rriumphe, For begin- 
ninge in marche not onely to neglecte all orders in the eleftion of their 
 Minifters and other officers, bur alſo to { kof and rtaunte others in their 
daily ſermons , doe not yet ceaffe as now appearethe by their ſlauderous 
and lyingeletters. 

But tothe ende we might be delivered from this voſupportable yoke, 
God of his mercy hath prouided betrrer for vs, and for this incommodir 
bath praunted vs a double benefit in ſo muche that contrary to their hope 
he bathe not ouely at Baſill moned the Magiſtrates hearts rowardes vs, 
in grauntinge vs a churche, bat allo at Geneua, where as Gods worde is 
truly preached manners befte reformed and in earthe the chiefeſt place 
of true comforte. Thus in fewe lines I baue gone aboute to ſatisfy your 
requeſte bearing with time which hafterh 8 alſo followinge mine oune 
Iudgement , which perſwadeth me rather to giue you a taſte of thinges 
(which I moned in conſcience to wryte as moſte true ) then to fill you 
with the whole diſcours, which,if this may nor ſuffice,you may by conti. 
nance haue at your command, Pray for vs brother in this vur baniſhe- 
menr, that the frutes of this yncorruptible ſeede may ſpring moſt abun= 
dantly,as we pray continually that our heauen]y father w ouid lo ſtreng- 
then you with his ſpirit of boldenes , that you may nor onely reſiſte , but 
alſo triumphe ouer all your enimies to the glory of God and the confu- 
ſion of the aduerſaries, Know before you iudge , and beleeue not all 

'fleinge tales keepe on eare open and reporte the beſte. 
WW Here as Maiſter Whittingbam in this his letter makethe mention of 
a Churche graunted them both at Baſill and Geneua, it is to be no- 
ted that he himſelf was the man which the opprefſed congregation re- 
quired totrauel thereinand through godes great mercy obtained it 
with great fauour, who (in his journey ) paſſed by Zurick to know of 
Maifter Bullinger what be thought of the booke of Englande for that 
he ( who had raported to Maiſter VVilliams , V Vhittingham, Gilbie 
and others, that Cranmer Byſhop of Canterbury had drawen vp a booke 
of prayer an hundreth times more perfe& then this that we now haue, 
the ſame coulde not take place , for that he was matched with ſuch a 
' wicked clergie and conuocation , with other enemies ) Euen he , Ifaie, 
yet 


— + ww 


#3. 
yot ſtood in this that Maifter Bullingar did like well of thingliſhe order, 


and had ir in his ſtady, Bur when Whittingham had demaunded that 
queſtion, Bullinger tvlde him, thatindede Maifter H. and Maifter C, 
alked his iadgement concerninge certaine puintes of that booke, as Sur- 


ples, private baptiſme, Churchinge of wemen , tie ring in mariage, 
with {uch like , which ( as he ſaied) he allowed not, and that he nether 


coulde if he woulde,nether woulde if he mipht,y le the ſame in his chur- 


che,what {0 euer had bynreporred, 

Whittingham paſſinge from thence to Geneua, maiſter Caluin ſhe- 
wed him aletter ſent from.D.Coxe and from 14 more of Franc.in which 
letter , they partely execuſed rhemſelucs thar chey put order in their 
churche withoute his counlaile al ked, and partely reioycinge for that 
they had (as they ſaide ) brought the moſte parte that had withſtande 
their doings to their opinion , whichnot withftandinge, was farr other. 
wile, 

T hey wrote alſo, that they had ele&ed a paſtour, 2.,Miniſters. 4. Sen- 
tors, and 2. Deacons, 8c. but howe percially they proceaded in their 
elections (thoſe that were in office, nerher diſcharged, nor yet their con- 


ſents required) L leaue to the conſciences of them whiche ſawe thoſe diſ- 


orders. 
M. Calluwen one the receiuing of DoCtor Coxe letters with 14 ather 
diuins wrote his 2 letter as here followeth, 


To the worſ hippefull my louinge brethern in the 
Lorde maiſter Richard Coxe and the reſt of the 
Englif hemen which now remaine at Franck- 


ford. 
ye know the wayes for a time ſo beſer with theues that no meſſen- 
er allmoſte coulde patſe from hence to you the excuſe of. my long 

delay towardes you ſhall be the eaſter, 
I expreſſed-my minde franckly to our beloned brother Thomas 
Sampſon, of that whereoff 1 was enformed by the letters of certaine 
| Bates 3 _ 1, 


Araduentura I anſwere your letter (worſhip. frinds and brethern) 
nore {lowly then ether ye hoped or loked for, but for ſo much as 


"(el 
men 25 tonchinge the contention vnlickelie ſtirred vp amonge you, For 
certene of my nds founde themſelues greued that you woulde fo preſ= 
ciſly vrge the ceremonies of Englande, wherby ir might appeere that ye 
are more gigen and addi&2 to your country then realon woulde, I cone 
fefſe that I harde certaine reaſons alledgod on your behalf which would 
not ſuffer you to deparre from the receiued order , but they might be 
ſoone and eafily confured, Now, as I counſailed mine owne Findet 
whicbe diſſented from you , ſome was toyelde, if they might conue- 
niently,ſo it offended me that there was nothinge graunted or relented 
on your partes, Becauſe rhere was no man named vnto me, I durft not 
enterpriſe to midle with the matter, leaſt my credit ſhould in curre the 
ſuſpicie of raſhenes. Now thatye are more myleder and traQtable. in 
this controuerly and that-ye haue ( as ye faich ftilled the marter withe 
quietnes,I am very glad. | | 
Verely no man well inftrufted or of a ſonnde indgement , will deny 
{asl thinke that lights and croffinge or ſuch like trifles, ſprange or iſſued 
oute af ſuperſtition, whereyponl ampertwaded that they whichreteine 
theis ceremonies in,a free chuiſe , or when they maye otherwiſe doe, 
they are ouer greedy and delyrous rodrink of the dregges necher doe I 
ſe to what purpoſe ic is to burthen the churche with tryflinge and vn= 
profitale ceremonies, or as I may terme them with their propre name, 
Cnfull cod oftenſible ceremonies , when as their is liberty to have a 
ſimple and pure order. But I Kkeepe in and refraine my (elf leafte I 
-{ſhauld leeme ro beginne to raoue anew contention of that matter which 
aS'you reporte,is welended, | | 
All good men will allowe the Paftours and other Minift-ts eleQions 
with common voices, ſo that none complaine-that the other parte of the 
churche was oppreſſed fraudulently and with crafty praQtiles. For it 
ftandeth your wiſedomes in hande tv conſider, that how much commo. 
dity the goodnefle of the Senate doth deſerue, ſo much enuie {hall you 
beguilry of, or charged withall, if you haue abuſ*d their leniry or-geht- 
lenefle, which were {o wel affe&ted rowards your nation. Yet, wold'not 
ave this ſo taken, thar I goe aboute to be preiudiciall to any man bur [ 
"had rather ſhewe plainely what may be ſaide , then to noriſhe an ill opi- 
nion by filence,or in houlding my peace, But certently, this one thinge 
'T cannot keepe ſecret , that Maifter Knox was in my itidgemen nether 
.godly nor brotherly dealt with all, if he were accufed by the ſubtill , 0 
geſtion 


Cr 
oeſtion of certaine , it had byn better for them to hane tarried fiill in 
their owne lande then vniuſtliy to haue brought in to farre countries 
the fierbrande of crucltie to fer on fier thoſe that woulde not be 


 kindled, 


' Notwishſtandinge, beeauſe it greueth me to ſpeak ſlightly of theis 
euills ,.the remembrance whereof | would wiſhe to be burycd in per- 
peruall forgerfullnes therefore , I onely counfaile you ( not without a 
cauſ:) to be wounded, that ye applie your feJues ro make him amendes 
for the faulte commitred. | 

VVhen I barde that the one parte was minded to departe from thens: 
I earneſtly admoniſhed them ( as it became me ) chat if they coulde not 
well rewaine there, that the diftance of place {-hould vot depart, or rent 
in ſunder their brotherly ag-ewent, for I feared muche leaft that fome 
privie grudye of the former coptention remained. And certainelie, no= 
thinge coulde more comforte my heart, then to be delivered from this 
feare, Forif any happely come to vs, it woulde griue me that there 
1 hould be ( as it were ) bur aſuſpicivn of any ſecret debate betwene 

ou, | | 
F Therefore as touchinge that ye haue written of your agrement I dee 
fier that it may be fi me and ftable that if it cbaunche the one parte to go 
to another place, yet, that you beinge ſo ſundred by diſtances of places 
yer maie Feepe [ure the hulie bande of amitie, f..r the fault alreedie com» 
mitted is ro muche , althougb through dilcorde it creepe no further. 
Wherfore it { bal] well beſeeme your wiledomes(that ye maie be frinds) 
ro purge diligentlie whatſoever remainethe of tis breache, Far: ye 
well brethero, the lorde {uccour you with his aide, and gonerne you 
with his ſpirite, powre his þ'cfhppes ypon you mittigare the ſorowe of 
exile From Geneua this laſt of maie, Anno 1555. 

Your Iohn Caluin, 


S me which vederftand the languedge he wrote in doe ſay this mat= 
ter of lights and the crole are not will tranſlated for bis drifce is theſe if 
the ancient ceremonies cut to be teking away buw nuuch more thule 
which are of letter continuences. 

And M.Ciluin did ordinarily call ſuct Ceremon: as our by no other 
then theſe : Ep:t. 24.9, Adventitions $r:fles, mere m(keryes: Epift. 505, 
babilh & ſapleſie mixtures:agaive Epift, 260, frapge triflel.s mere fu p. 
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peries : againe: Some-Cerem, are openly 1dolatrous others are fooliſh; . 
and ynmeet : And Epiſt,11 7. the vſe of the Ilynnen garment with many | 
fopperies is retayned both with them of Maghdenburgh ,and chem of _ } 
Wittemberge. Neither was Caluin alone in theſe termes, Caſſander 
' Pag. 852, complainerh that moſt of our writers-conſentin them, Not 
onelie they.haue omitted rhoſe as lefle profitable and ſuperfluous, bur 
the moſt ( meaning onr Proteſtant Diuines ) haue indge them, foppiſ h 
ridiculous, and babif h, yeato be condemned , and abandoned, as hurt- 
fall, and pernicious. The puppie good of Popil h ſuperſtition, Thole 
ſuperfluous trifles, M, Fox in M. Hopers Story,trifles tending more to 
ſuperſtition then otherwile, like voto ſtage players attyre. A!l humatne 
ny pry myſtical] Cerem, are the byrths of folly euerie man is fooliſh 
- In fynding out of rel:gious worl hip according to his oune imagination, 
Theſe.Cerem, are of the ſame kynd with confef ed foppertes,as the my= 
ſeries in euery weather cock, vpon cburch ſeeples. 
| Yer for all this the Engliſ h Serimones ware refined with the book of 
common prayer, 48 of rhe other parte did {tnifle they ould depart ynto 
other ſeitis where they might worſ hip God with out obſeruing of thoſe 
tradifions and this they deliuered in writting with all there name, and 
{o afrer on month they with others departed. 

Yer for all this D.&or Coxe with choſe that toke his parte could haue 
noend of cortenſione but it did fo incres that he and ſundry did returne 
and ſome went to Weſell others remayned ſtill at Franckfort and they 
could obtaine no end of their conteſions there & ſundry came out of En= 
geland to them then there arrous a queſtion berwixt them that if he 
Paſtour and Elders ware parties who { hould be iudge, and whither it 
could bea Church ation they being abſent it was decreed that if 
the Paſtours and elders had knowledge of the churches meting and 
aduertice of it and all thou they ware abſent the Churches meting was 
2 lawfull afſembly and theirdecres did bind the churche to oblerue them 
and if the Paſtours & Elders ware partis then the church hane poure to 
appoint arbetraters to deceid the matter and that the church decreed 
the reft ware bound to obſerue and the greater patt did ſubſcribe to this 
which was 33, and at laſt was ratified by the aduerſaries parte ftill after 
long debate among themſelfes the Magiſtrates came among them and 
made ſundry of them frinds and caſed them to gine one and other the 
hand in token of lone- and then dfpleaſed all the officers and made 
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them all prigate men and then wiſhed them to are of ſuch ordre as the 
frinch church had there, 


Hereis the exhortation of the Magiſtrate for the 
amendinge and eſtabliſhinge of the Diſci- 
pline. DLO 3 


The Engliſhe thus, 


FJE thinke it good and. profitable for the eftabliſhinge off peace and 
VV cranquilly of your Church, that you all together conſulte and de® 
' termine,as concerninge the amendioge of diſcipline, now,whiles ye 
all be yer private men and withoute any Ecclefiaſticall minifterie, For 
whiles none of you dothiyet knowne; wither he ſhall be a priuate perſon 
orells {hall baue any authority Eccleſiaſticall , every man will apply his 
minde; and ſtudy tu that which ſhallſeme moſt reaſonable. 8 profitable 
alwell as forthe Minift:rs. But after that rhe Miniſters be once ele&ed,. 
it is to be feared'leafte i hey will drawe ſome what more then reaſon to 
chemſelues, and likewiſe the congregation to itſelf, And fo, your con. 
{ultatiun may chaunce to be ſomewhat troublous which we would not 
ſhauld happen. ;Wherefore that all rhings maye proceede alwell as. may 
be to the eftabliſhing of lure peace we exhorte you that with alliſpede ye 
take in.hand this conſultation aboute the .amendinge of your Diſcipline 
with mindes and meanes moſte applyaite to tranquillitie , which Al- 
mighty God praunt, ye maye happely bripge- to paſſe, The firft of 
Marche, x 5 57... | FOLIO ES ne * 


bank Iohn Glauburg. by £ . 
F--- Vpon:;which they did apre that 1 5lerned men ſhold draw out an or= 
+ der how all things ſhould be performed in that Church,on which they, 
ordained; that there ſhould be 2.at leſt or more lerned Paſtours befads 
::But;M, Horn, .M, Chambers, M.If: aake and M.Banſam did oppoſe, ſo 
| there was a.new faxion 8c this I doe find was their chief reafon that they 
KF wold haueanEnglis church 6 that whigh was ordained there they wag 
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64 
prattis as though Chriſt had not appoynted on ordre for all his churchs to 
be gouerned by. -* = 

So the Church proceeded in their ele&ion they intended,and firft they 
reade the Magiſtrates order,and ſo when they ware ready to pruceed M, 
Horn, and'M. Chambers came' Roſhen in to the Church with 36 more 
which ware not at the S*rmon, and there they threwe one atable in the 
midft of the Ciurch-i$ billes all containing one thing which was they 
would not conſent to their elc&ion,becaule they as they ſaid could:not in 
conſciences alow of there aultracion of the diſciplin. Yet notwithſtand- 
ingthe Church proceded in there eleAion,and of the reforming of man 
errours which after they wrote againſt, but ſtil] rheChurch did defend, & 


thus-this contention continued 3 yeers tilQuen Eliſab,came to the'croun, 


By this relaſcion-it doe appeare that the moſte zelous perſecuted ſaints 
ware far from- your 'propoftros. ſeparation, for they continued with the 
church and did manifeft the trueth vnto them, and they did not as your 
practis is that one priuate man ſhould reie& an holl Church , except he 
haue a extraordinary calling thereunto, FLY 

| And 'whereas you doe aledgethie Apoſtels argument'out of the 2.Cor, 
6.16. to/profe that He is nor fit for: a Church eſtate which doe hould 
the couenant, M, Iacob made to be true, will examing that places to ſee 
what the bolie Ghoſt doe intende,firſt it doe ſhew theſe men ware viſa- 
ble membres of that Church,and there finne was they had defilled theme 
felues in'that they had ſo mach familiarity with Idollaters, therefore the 
Apoftet:doerh reprofe this finnein thetn and:from this ſinne-he- exorteth 
them topurdge themſelues from all Idollatry with a true lothing and for. 
faking ofall-corrupt worſhiping of God; according to the perfe& Law of 
God & he afformed they ſhold be except of God ynto eternity in glory. 

Now one this you doe inferre thoſe which made that couenatit with 

M Iacob have not ſopurdged themſelfes from all Idolatry fo as the Apo- 

fell hear exhorterh rhe Corints;vnto therefore they are not fit, for a true 

viſible church eftate; And thus ye doe conclude your propoſteros ſe- 
aration; 

- True itis the Apoſtel here doth exhort all the members of the churclis 
ynto that ſincerity and holy obediences which the perfit Law of God 
dothTequier, and'elſewhere the holy Goſt doth'©xhorte ys tobe perfit as 
our heauenliefarher is perfit and thisis the defire of allthoſe which baue 
the ſpirit ofChriſt effeually workivg in their hearts and thereynto " 
OC 
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65 
doe often ſewunto the Lord in their prayers for the aſfiſtances of his 
graces, that they may” ſubdue and onercome the corruptions of there 
prone and finfall natuer,that they may honour him 8& his trueth in that 
holy manner, Bur by reaſon of our corruption we can not attaine ynto 
itſo long as we doe carey this earthly tabernakell of our bodie, for the 
beſt of Gods ſeruants haue lamented and complained ynto the Lord of 
their ynablilitie to performe that holy obediences they doe carneftely de- 
ſire, But hear is ouer comfort in that our Saujour ſaith, Come vnto me all 
ye which labour & are heaui lade, for I will eaſe you,8 he will cloth vs 
with his righteouſnes for to ſuch God ſeeth none inequity by reaſon we 
are clothed with the rightouſnes of Chriſt, 

One which I doe conclude,you doe peruerte this Scriptuer in alead- 
ging it to proue that thoſe are not viſible Chriſtians, nor fit to be mem- 
bers of the viſible Church which haue not this ſan&ification here 
{poke of,& I haue formerly manifeſted that the true viſible church ought 
to refiue all into their feloſhip which doe profes faith and repentances 8c 
thoſe which haue thes verteus in trueth allthoug in ſmall meſuer by their 
education in the true Church by the powerfull preaching of the word, 
they doe incres in all holy graces,& this baue bene the praQtiſe of all the 
Churches we doe read of excepte Diottriephas, whom the Apoſtel doth 
ſharpely reproue for that wicked ſeparation, 

Yet ye doe perſiftin this your prepoſtours ſeperation and thus to co 


lonrir you doe thus peruerte the Scriptures,and heare I hane manifeſted 


that the deuiſer of your ſe&e is not aboute 5o. yearesowld , yet he did 
forſake thoſe falces grounds, as for your faith which yow ſay is the ancie 
ent faith was not hached 40 yeares ſinces: and thoſe that hould not thoſe 
articles for true ye doe ſay they doe not hould the faith of which I haue 
examined ſundry of thoſe artikles,and found them defſaitfull and falces 
as ye may ſee in the 20 and 32 folio and the auteur of them did diſclame 
them, And whereas you doe perfwade the ſimple ſorte,you doe bold the 
fairh the matters beeld,I haue manjfeſted that you are fo farre from that 
as ye doe denie it & condemne it ſee 35 fol. And you doe deny the gra- 


; ces of God proferred vs in Ieſus Chriſt , and the riches of the merits of 
* his ſufferings in the 5 folio, 


And thus you haue anfwer to your chardges,wherin ye -haue accuſed 


 vstobe Idolaters, and now Idemand of you how ye'ican excuſe and clere 


your ſelues of this Idollatry the Prophet ſpeaketh of ſon of man theſe 
I 2 men 
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haue ſet vp there Idolles in their hearts,itis euident you haue'ſet vp 
Idols in your hearts which is y our abominable hereſies therefore ye are 
Idollaters. : | SSC HIS 1098 
Your are. hardened in 4finne and baue not hearts. to repent of dead 
works,at:d I doe manifeſt it thus. ' | | 
For you doe deney toheare the powerfull preaching of Gods word by | 
thoſe which doe fincerly deliuer it vnto men that they may larne the will F 
| of God how they may obtaine ſaluation - in Iekus Chrift contrary to the 
councell of the Apoſtel] x Petr,2, manifeſted inrhe 21 folio. 
You have vniuſtlie curſed excommunicated-the ſeruants of Ieſus Chrift 
as the wicked Iewes deed Iohn 9, 34, manifeſted in x 2 folio. | | 
| 


Atid to agarauatyour iniquity you baue falceſly ſlandred them with 
6 railling and falces accuſations as is manifeſted in the 1 5 folio, 
E | \ You doe deny that precious faith which the-marters witnefled ynto 
| the death,as is manifeſted in the 35, 37 folio, Eoierr} (6 
You doe iuftifie your ſelues in ſaying ye doe not comite the finne of 
Idolatry, where I haue manifeſted you are Idollaters in the 27 folio, 
|  Yow doe heynouſly take the name of God in yaine by your peruerting 
| of his holie word; and profaning bis ordinances, and in your profane 
| diſcourſes on his holy word as in-this tratiſe is manifeſt, : WG. 
|  Norhaue ye yet the ſpirit of repetances which you have bene convicted | 


' 


of ſundry errours you haue trobilled the mindes of the ſeruants of Ieſus 
Chriſt and yet ye doe demure on them as whither or not it be lawfull1o: 
worſhipGod in thoſe tempels which ware builded to falces worſhip:and 
J whither'or not it be exceptable beforeGod. to pray in a form of prayeror 
- | not:thus you demure of your errours of denieag thatthe innocent party 
= | maie not forgiue the other which baue'brock the mariadge knor. 
| Theſe finnes you doe obſtinatelie defend which ye haue ſet ypare 
| Idolles in your hearts. for which ye have hardnes of heart fallen on you 
ſo that you cannot repent neither retorne vnto the Lord there for Iſaie 
| vnto you as Chriſt ſaid to the Iewes ye ſhall dije in your linnes. 
 Louing wife and childring I ſaie to you as Meges ſayde vnto the 
- companie that were with Corath,come away from theſe wicked men be- 
fore it is to late. | 
. How often haue the holie Goſt counceiled vs, be not deceiued, why 
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will yedecciue your ſelues, 
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Idoe 
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I doe thinke neceſſary to make knowne the witnes and teſtimony of 

D.Luther,by reaſon I doeknow it our dutie to preferue the good fame 

of thoſe which are {Jandred by the inuey of fathi for to diſhoner the pro- 

- feſſhonof Chrift,this Luther was fortould of Gods ſenden him a hun- 

| dred years before by that famous and valent ſeruanr of Chriſt Ierom of 

| Pradge after he had confounded all thole witneſſes which came againft 

him, and he hiuing 2 daies before the councell of Conſtances anſwered 

ynto Ioo artikles,and manifeſted vnto them that it had often befallen 

that falces witneſſes had vniuſtly caſed men to be condemned,of wh'ch 

he inftanced many both of heathen & Prophets and Chriſtians & Chriſt 

| himlelf who was condemaed by a counſell of prieſtes and therefore he 
| 
| 


locked for ng better at there hands by reaſon they had vniuſtlie condem- 
ned thoſe 2 famous ſeruants of Chriſt, lobn wicklit and Ian Hus, and he 
being condemned by them ſaid theſe words, You doe condemne me wic- 
kedly and voiuſtelie,but after my death will lefe a pricke in your con- 
ſciences & an aill in your hearts & heare I'doe fight you to anfwere ynto 
me b-fore the moſt highe and iuſt iudge, atthe end ofa . 00,yeares,and 
the hundred yeers after this did Martin Luther preach againſt the Pope 
and the next year he wrote a book againſt his indulgences & God did fo 

| worke that in his time manie countries forſoke the Pope & much of his 
| ſuperſtition by his mens who did fo vallentlie witnes the trueth before 
| the Emperoure at a great afſembley of Prinſes, he was promiſed there 
frilie tocome and gooand fo he prefented himſe}fbefore the Emperoure 
and Princes 3 or 4.daies,and there befor them he did defend the truerh 
when all the world did oppoſe him,8 theEmperour threatened bim with 
death if he did not recant, vnto home he anſwered fo humblie and con- 
ſastelie that the Emperour graunted him frelie to departe, but after he 
0 was gon the Emperour hauing receiued commandement from the Pope 
E=-1 he gaue ſentence of death againſt him,yetGod did preſerue him in dutch 
land after this 24 yeares,and he was a vailent light for the Goſpell. 
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A Letter of D. Martin Luther, tranſlated out of hie 
Dutch, as doe appeare inthe 12. Tom, of Whittinberg folio 
204. And it is to be ſeene in neather Dutchin a booke, written 
by Henricum Delutarium, Minifter of the reformed Church 
at Worden in Hollande printed r 624. written to the Switſers 
concerning the erected Concordia,or agreement in the holy 
Sacrament , and other- Articles , betweene him and their 
Preachers, | 


O the honorable, and wiſe Lords, Burgermaiſters , Shrefs, Majors, 
| Counſaillours, Aldermen, and Cirtizens,and members of the Citties 


© Zurich,Bern, Bazel, $.Gallen, Mulhuyſen,and Biel, my eſpeciall fauora- 


bile Lords, and good friends, Grace, and peace in leſus Chriſt our Lord 
and Sauiour : Honorable, wile, beloued Sirs, I haue to long delayed to 
anſwere ynto your letter ſent to me at Smalkald : I could make my ex- 
cule becauſe of that dilay , butT hope it is not needfall , ſeeing your fel- 
ues know how manie burthens be daylie on me , although I am olde and 
weake : ſo that I euen at this preſent haue beene faine to breake of from 
thoſe that were with me, and to differe my occaſions , that ſol might 
once diſpatch-this letter vnto you. 

I have euen-now againe reade yourletter , and firſt and formoſte am 
very glad to ynderſtand, that you (gotwithfſtanding all former diffcren- 
ces, and euill ſuſpicions , which were betwixt vsand your preachers) 
neuertheleſle earneftlie purpoſe to embrace the Concord and agree- 
ment, & haue concluded to Wer the ſame, The God and Father of all 
peace and loue be pleaſed to fulfille that good begonne worke in you, 
euen as It is written: when a mans waies pleaſe the Lord, he maketh his 
enemies tobe at peace with him. 

True it is indeede, and it can not otherwiſe be , but that ſuch ſo great 
controuerſies can not {o eafilie and ſoone be remedied , without ". hag 
2nd trouble: for there will be ſome , both amongh you and us be found, 
of whom ſuch concord and agreement will be diſliked and ſuſpeRed:but 
if wo, doe meane it in goodearnſt, with all poſsible carefulnes and dili- 
gence remaine conſtant in our purpoſe , then the moſt mercyfull Father 
and God will giue his grace thereynto, fo that in time the reſt will wave | 
of,an 


of and that diſtourbed watey will be alayed. 
Therefore my earneſt deſire is, that ye would carefullie endeauour to 
bring the buſi .s fo farre,that thoſe clamourous and railing perſons, who 
doe nothing but rage againſt vs, and the agreement, may abſtaine from 
that courſe, and teach men in all yprightnes and ſimplicitiezand leaue the 
point of agreement to the care of thoſe that are called and appointed 
thereynto : neither ſet themſelues againſt them : euen as we allo doe 
both in our ſermons and writings doe keepe our (clues verie quiet, and 
refraine our ſelues from inveighing agaivſt any of yours, leaſt we mighs 
give any occaſion of hinderance tothe agreement, whichwe with all 
our hearts deſfiere to ſee, and (God be thanked) it is well a peaſed for hi- 
therto hath bene ſtrife.and railing to much,if that hath bene able to doe 
any good, And abuue all things | pray you moſt humbly to conſider, and 
truſt on tne,as on ſuch a man , who doth meane it with all his heart; and 
whatſoeuer may ſerue tothe furtherance of peace: as much as poſſible I 
can, ſhall not faile in me , as God knoweth whomelT call to witnefſe on 
my ſoule: for this diſcord hath never done me or any body elle any good- 
but ſurely bath endomaged many, {o that by that meanes no good was,or 
is yet tobe hoped, of it, 

And to come to your Articles, I know no fault or errour at all in the 
fi: t place conſerninge the outward word of God, For weallo teache no 
otherwiſe, then that the Holy Ghoft muſt worke inwardly in the heartes 
of the hearers,& that.the ourward word alone can efte& nothing : & if 

the outward word alone could doe any thing , then all thoſe that heare 

it would beleeue,the which neuer happeneth,as experience teacbeth, and 
'S. Paul, Rom. 10, 18, Haue they notall heard? but they haue not all be- 
leened the G.{pell. Yer the Goſpell is called the word of God,and the- 
power of God ynto faluation to every onethat beleeueth , Rom. 1. 16, 
For by the ſame Godcalleth' and draweth whom he will through the 
holy Ghoſt. | 

And if any things in the writtings either of your teachers or of me, 
might ſeeme to contradi&t one an other, or not to be well ynderftood (for 
we can not iuſte yſe the ſame maners of ſpeech.) Then let D.Capito,and 
M. Bucerus planely and clearely deale betwixt both, and ſufficiently de- 
clare all thinges by the beft meanes poſſible : euen as I fully am aſſured 
that they will doe it with all diligence and faitbfullnes, as I allo bitherto 
baue perceiuing nothing tothe contrary, Like 
Kerb - | 2, Like= 
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There are 


2, Likewiſe concerning holy Baptiſme in the other Article, there in 


uncr : : | lh s 
whichſay I alſo finde no difference; A as euen now is ſaide of the outward word, 


they are Lu- 


ae by ſo we hold that water,the word (which is the chiefeſt thing in Baptiſme) 
profeſſion, - can effe&t nothing outwardly without the holy Ghoſt inwardly : all- 


but they doe 


much &c, though ſuch Bapriſme is an outward figne of God , yea his inſtrument, 
| cent from and meanes, whereby God workethin 


him in ſun- ,- | | 
dry man humane {1gne or token. 


vs, &&c, Sothart itis not a imple 


le of the Sacrament of che body & blood 


grounds,for 3. Concerning the third Artic 


theſe doe 


hold that «Of Chriſt : we neuer taught, neither doe we now teach that Chriſt del- 
ourtore2e- cendeth or aſcendeth from heauen, or from the righthand of. bis father 
his humani- either viſibly or inyiſibly : bnt we bold faft the Article af faith ; He aſ-= 


ty doe def- 


ty veces: cended into heauen ,and (itreth at the tight hand of God, 8c. And we 
places,as he Jeae that to the Almightie power of God, how his body 8c blood inthe 


- doe his 


diiry con. Or ds ſupper are giuer. ys, when we come together at his command,and 
rrary, ynto keepe it according to his inſtitution. We thinke on no alcenſion or.del- 


the artickel 


' ofour faich, CEnſton which ſhould happen , but we ſtickeſ{1m 
. wedoebe- words, this is my body, this is my bloade. -. 


leue his glo. 


ply and planely vnto his 


his point could notagree toge- 


ryfied body ': But,as we baue already ſaide,ifwe in this point | h 
doth remain ther, rhen it will be beſt to be friendly one to another., aud to hope the 


in the hea. 


there ſhall 


nensand beſt one of another , yntill theſe ynquiet and raging waues may ſettle 


_— themſelnes, 


till he doe © Moreouer D.Capito and 
come in glo- 


M. Buceras can teſtifie voto all and every 


conc!” 81" one, how that we now-knitte the hartestogether,and leaueall miſlikidg, 
1 ge Sy * | , dl | * | # : 4 ? 
allthe world to that end that place may. be made vnto the: holy Ghoſt to /perf:Qe and 


accordinge, 


Y che Av finiſh loue, and:a friendly agreement betwene ys, euen as we allo one 
ſtel r<ſti- our ſide, and eſpecially my perſon, caſt away al. enmity out of the botto- 


feth, Ac. 


21, and ths ME of our hearts, and are iuclined vnto you with vprightnes of heart 8c 
I doe vader. lone; For although'we never to earneſtly prefle! vpon this buſines* and 


rand D, Ly... 


| ther, bed; 40c Ou r-outmoſt endeauour therein : yet. we wante the great helpe and 
fo helen as counſaill of God: ſeeing that Satban our enemy of vs, and of all peace, 


he affirm 


be doth doth know wel enough how to findeour his ipftruments., who will caſt 


hold the 


_—. trees and ſtones in our way, . Its alſo needeles to. ftirre-yp ftrife, 
faith he fir. and to miſtruſt one another : but rather needefull , and necefſary for vs, 


eeth at the 


cone -toloyneour hearts atid bandes , and:toholde them ioyntly and faſt toge- 


ofGod with-ther'; leaft here after our caſe 
p Out deſcen- S | 
ding, 


< 


| grow worlethen-euer before, |: |';.-: 16; 
I cannot remember that euer-any queſtfon hath beene betweene vs 
about the diſcipline, and power of the keyes, It may be that y 


| hisApoftels,for the ordring and guidances of bis church in this world, 6 


| Anabapriſtes, w ho denyed that Chriſt roke our nature on him of the yer- 


dry Miiſters or viſions to diſcouer theſe oppoſition, for to ſhew that this 
; Ty : St. O'S 4+ 2 bs x "At: 3 © - K 
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better ynderftand this point then we doe. And that alſo (if all other 
thinges are well) then this ſhall not hurte or hinder our concord or This mhes | 
agreement, if it be God will, Amen, A 
This is my anſwer at this time voto your letter, deſiring you to take great |} 
it inthe beſt parte : for dayly many buſineſſes, and many more thoughts no 
are in my minde: the which are cauſe thatI can not deale & ſpeake with yew bye} 
euery body as if I had but one, or two things to doe, your well | 
Finally I commit and commend your Worth and all yours to the father 55 ime & J; 
of all mercy and comfort : who grant ys on both fides bis holy ſpirit, to were for 
melre our hearts one in an other, in Chriſtian loue and pourpole, and {2142 
wipe outall ſcume and raſncfle of humaine and diueliſch wickednes, years before 
and (uſpicions, to the prayle and glory of his holy name, and faluation of Sem, * 
many ſoules, in ſpite of the Diuel and the Pope with all his adherentes, | 


Amen, 


The xo, December Anno 1537. 


Mar tin Luther. 


Thus we ſe the ſpierits of theſe famous deuins to be farre from the 
proud hearts of theſe I haue to deall with all: as allſo how vnlike thoſe 
are ynto Door Luther which would be accounted his ſucceflers as is at 
lardge manifeſted in the booke of Hendrick Deultarum before named; 
I takeit that this adye is like vnto the adge,from the yeer of our Lord 
200. to the yeer 700, for in thoſe times the ſaints , had 2, oppoſite ad- 
uerſaries that was Arraines, who denyed Chriſts Godbead and the 


4 
toe de. t,t. ms ps... ts ah is; 


oIn marey. | | 

. Sonow we haue two oppoſit aduerſaries the one doth deny the merits 
and riches of Chrifts ſufferring , and fri leberty he haue given ynto his 
Church in this world ; and the other aduerſary doe denie his Kingly and 
profiticall authority which all rbat ſhall haue redewprion by him doth 
oppoſe, and a forme that Chrift baue authority for to ordre his Church 
and that none on earth may aultre any inſtitution, be haue appointed by 


this the word of God; doth teach vs ſomerimes manifeſtely, and plainly 
and ſometimos meftically and darckly as inthe reuelation;; there is {un- 


perſe= 
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.perſecution isagainft, thoſe that keepe the commandements of God and 


= 
# + 4 


9- 


Iohn3.35 


- 


aith of Iefus.and: thoſe are-faied ro-be.one the lambs {ide a#ainft rhe beaft 
by realon they refuſe all humane traditions in or about his worſhip, 
bereymo the Prophet ſaith , I bat vaive ingcentions but thy Law doe I 
loue. | | 
And Chrift ſaith, in vaine doe they worſhip me teaching for doQtrines 
mens precepts. For God the Father haue-made Chriſt a King by his 
appointemenr, for he loueth him, and haue giuen all things vnto him;for 
he indpgethno man but have comitted all iudgement to Chriſt, Iohn 5, 
22, that is he haue truſted him, with rhe adminiſtration of all power in 


' his Church, which originally belongeth voto him lelf, bim he haue made 


ro-be Lord and' Chriſt Acts 2, 36. he haue'appointed him ouer his owne 


| houſe Heb, 3.26, and he haue crouned him and pote all things in'ſab- 


P[al, 2.9. 


AR. I 0, 
w 42. 


ieQtion vnder his fere Heb, 2.7.8. he hat highlie exaulted him , and pi. 
ven him a name abote euery name, therefore he calleth him my Kiog let 
vp by him on his holy hill and that by vertu of a folemne decree, Plal.2, 
6.7. he haue ordained him to be iudge of queck and dead, 

But we muſt heare diſtinguiſh betwene Chrifts naturall Kingdome 
which belongeth vato him , as God coeflenciall and coeternall with his 
Father & his diſpenſatory Kingdome,as he is Chriſt the mediarur by do- 
fBacion afid vnion , from his Father that he might be the head of his 
Charch,a Princes of peaces and a King of righteouſnes ynto his people, 
it whichrefpe& he have conferred vpon him. = o bs 

© All Tech tnere qualifieafions which might fit him-for the diſpenfacion 
of this'Kingdome:God prepared him a body or human nature Heb, ro, 
5-&by the graces of perſonall vnion caſed the(God hed ro dwell bodly in 
him Col.2.9, Secondly he anginted him with a follnes of his ſpirit not 
like Ivhn Baptiſt and Stephen had Luk. 1,15; ARts 7, 55, which was but 
the follnes of a meaſuer'or veſſael a falnefle for them ſelues onely, 

But a fulnes without meaſuer'or beyond all meaſure the fulneſſe of 
light licke the ſonne or water in the Sea, which is beyond all meſuere;8 
af ynſearchabel ſufficiency for his holl Church I>bh 3.34.Ephefians3.$., 
Mal. x.2:ſo that he was furniſhid withall ſpirituall induements of wiſe 
dome, judgements,power, loue,holines, for the diſpenſation of his 6wne- 
Rt os Sl oak cones pd CS 
* So from his foulnes did and doe runne out portions of all graces'ynto 


 kisChurchIoha 7,6, Col,2,19.God ded by a folemne and publike pro« 
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73 
mulgation proclaime the Kingdome of Chriſt vnto the Church, and de-. 
care the decre in that beauenly voice which came from beauen vnto him 
from that excellent glory , this is my beloued fonne hear him, in him I 
am wall pleaced Plal.2,7, Math,3.17 and 17.5. 2.Pet.1,17. 

4ly God haue giuen bim a Scepter of righteouſnes and hane pote a 
ſword in his moueth, and a Rod of Iron in his hand , and made him a 
preacher to reueall the ſecrets of his boſome , and to teſtifie the things 
which he haue {ene and heard Heb.1.8 Reuel, 1.16. 

Fly He haue honoured bim , with many Ambaſſadeurs and ſeruants to 
negociate thei affaires of his Kingdome , of which ſome ware Apoſtels, 
ſome Propheth, ſome Euangeliſts , and ſome Paftours and Teachers, for 
the perfering of his "Fwy the worke of the Miniſtry,and for the edi. 
fication of his body 2, Cor, ;. 20. Eph.1.22. and 4.11.12, 

. 6ly He baue giuen him the ſoules and conſciences of men euen to the 
vttermoſt partes of the earth, for his poſſeſſion and for the territories of 
his Kingdome, Pſal. 2,8, Iohn x 7.6. 

zly He hath giuen him a power conſerning the laws of hisChurch,po- 
werto make Laws as the Apoftell faith , the Law of faith Rom, z. 27, 
Mark.16.15.16, apower toexpound Laws,as the Morall Law Math, . 
a power to a borogat Laws,as the Law of ordinances Col.2, 14. 

8ly He haue giuen bim a power in iudging and condemning his ene- 
miles Iohn 5.27. 

Lety he baue giuen him a power of remitting ſinnes and ſealling 

araons, 

. W hich is a royall prerogatiue Math, 9,6. Toby 20,23. and theſe things 
b: long vn!o Cliriſtas well man as God Iohn 5. 27. for the workes of 
Chrifts mediation ware of 2 {ortes workes of ſeruis and Miniftry , for he 
toke ypon him ſelfe the forme of a ſeruant, and was a Miniſter of the cir- 
cumcifion Phil.2.8. Rom. 15 $ workes of autoritie and gouernement 
in his Church, all power is giuento bim in heauen and earth Math, 
28,18, 

Thequality of this Kingdome is not temporall or ſecular, for he came 


|} not to be miniftred vnto , but to miniſtre his Kingdome was not of this 


world,he diſclaimed ir,he did withdraw himieifc from the people, when 


by forces they would have made him a King, that he inthis polpr , 

AF *. ; Tohn.6.15 

A wt #4 po offences payed tribute vntoCeaſer Math. 20.28.lohv.18, ay... 
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ſoules of men to binde and loſe the conſcience to remit and retaine ſins 
nes and to ouer rule the hearts: to captiue the affections and to bringe 
them into obediences and to ſubdue and pull downe ſtrong -holds , and 
to break in-peaces his enemies, with a rode of Irone,and to ſlay with the 
words of his moueth to terrifi featfulnes, 8 aſtonil hment in the hearts of 
hypocrites,6e to giue peaces and lecurity, proteRion and aſliſtances yr.to 
his people and ſaints. | 
The way wherby he enters ypon his Kingdomeis ener by conqueſte, 
for allthough the ſoules of his ele&,are his, yet his enemies baue firſt pol- 
ſeſſion of them as Canan was Abrahams by promile,yer his ſeed gore ir, 
by victorie,not but that Chriſt proclaimes peace firſt , but men will not 
come-nor ſubmite to come without warre the ſtrong man will not yeald 
to be ytterly ſpoilled and crucified with tarmes of peaces. 
Hences then we may larne firſt the great autority , and power of this 


; »* OS o 
King,who honlds his Crown by immediate tenare from heauen, and 


that after a more excellent maner then any ather Kings , for he is de- 
creed and annointed by God himlelfe : How much are thoſe to be bla- 
med , which doe find out waies to demini{h his Kingdome, and doe 
bouldly a forme that althoughChrift be a king,yet others may make laws 
and orders in his Charch as thow the main prerogatife of a King ſtandes 
not in the gonernement of his {ubie&es , by his owne Laws and ordi- 
nances, thoſe the refore which haue bene thus diſobedient muſt returne 
ynto him leſt he doe pronunces them for enemies , and (aye thoſe mine 
enimies, which would not hane me raine our them, bring hether and flay 
them : wold this men be counted his friends and yet make Laws of there 
oune to ordre his ſubie&es, how dare they prohibite his Laws and ordi- 
F- nances : Moyles haue his commendacions for obeying and ordring every 
thing about the worſhip of God accordinge as God appointed him, and 
the Iewes did moſt proſper when rhey obſerued that paterne, but the A- 

oftel doe aforme that Chrift is fare more to be honoured and obeyed 
then Moſes,yet he that deſpiſed Moyles his Law,he died without marcy, 
then how muche more is he worthy of death which doe withhould any 
of his ordinances, or he that doe preſume to adde any deuiſes or ſuperſti- 
tious orders in his Church which he never appointed, 

God pauehis Sonn the yttermoſt partes of the earth for his poſſeſſion 
and [hall men withhould him his ordring of his Church , ſeeing God his 
father gaue ithim,thine they were & thou gaueſt them to me Iohn 1 9.6. 
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How dare they detaine any of his ordinances or bring into his Church 
any deuiſes,of men thoſe then doe hainouſly tranſgrefle which doe brin 
into his Church the ſuperſtitions of Idollaters how dare any detain from 
his right, which God haue ginen his ſonen which is the ſoules hearts and 
| - thoughts6f men tobe made obedient vnto his ſcepter 2,Cor. 10.5, howe 
} dare proude fleſh or humane power effe&, in there pride to maintayne 
| this againſthim ſeing all power in beauen and earthgare his piuen him by 
' God his Father,and thar one principall parte of his Kingdome is to cafte 
doun ſtrong holds & euery thing that exaulteth it ſelf againſt,the knows 
ledge of God not onely to conuict but allo vato obediences as the Apo- 
ſtell ſhewle gifts of the ſpirit , which ſhall turne the heartes of rebels 
| thatGod may dwelt among them Pſal.68.1x8.For Chriſt came to deſtroy 
| 


| the works of the deuill that is finne as the Apoſtel ſhews « Joh. 3.8.and 
in there place to bring the work of pode which is faith in him, ſois gra- 
ces tilled, loh.6.29.Phil.1.29.therfore it is requiſit that none of fathans 


men,againft there willes to become ſubic& again there wills, 

Now in no wiſes he have ordained to bring them to him by way of 
yoluntarines and by willing obediences,and herin is the wiſedome of bis 
power {cen, that his grace { hall mightly bring theſe effeRes in men that 
4 their hearts ihall moſt willingly conſent vnto, | 
| ThusGod did ſo change Pauls heart that where as he went to Damaſcus 
b-4 a bloudy perſecuter,he returned to be a humble 8& zealous witnes of le= 
== ſus Chrift, and as we doe ,fee in humane wiledome, they doe ſo ordre & 

' | make vſes of naturall motions, that by them arrtificiall effe&es ſhall be 
: 4 roduced,as in a clock the natural motions, of the waight cauſeth the ar- 
7 1 tificiall effe&es to diftribit the rinuts and houres, 

4 I will inſtances theletters of 18,Diuins of Geneua , and then pro= 
- ſecute this doctrine furder, 


a 

> IM —Theanſwereof 18.of the Miniſters of Geneua to cer- 

7 '. trainebrethern of the Churche of Englande con- 
= © cerninge ſome controuerſie inthe Eccleſialticall 

mn E 8, | 

= | policie, Anno 1564. 
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deuiſes,doe remaine volubdued vnto Chriſt, But doth Chriſt compel Obie&, 
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| 3: right earneſtly and often required by certaine deare brethren of 

che Churche of Engelande , thit we woulde in their miſerable ſtate 
give them ſome kinde. of counſaile whereon their conſciences might be 
Raied, the indgemente of many beinge therin diners : we did longe dif- 
ferre the ſatiſfiage of the requeſtes vpon waightie cauſes. And we aſ= 
{ure the reader that even nowe alio we muſte gladly would bould onr 
peace,were tt not a matter of conſcience to reie&e the ſute of the bre- 
theren ſo ofcen enforced and with moſt greaious groninges renewed, 


Of whiche ftifned filence of ours they were. the caules, firſt as on the 


one parte we doubte not of the credit of the bretheren , as though they 
had not ſincerely deſcribed the tate of the cauſe vnto vs, ſo one the otber 
{ideit is moſte barde for to ſuſpe&e ſuch thinges,ſo clene befids all office 
* Byſhops muche lefſe perſwade our felues the ſame by ſuch perſonages 
One, | Wo 

And farther, what men are we that we ſhould determine vpon ſuch 
caules.Alfo, if it were lawfull for vs either by authority,or ell by confent 
or requeſt of either parties,to giue ſentEce herevpoy, yer were it a matter 
moſte wrongefull either partie not harde or net preſent to determine, 
Lafte of all feare miftruſted leaft ſo great a miſchief ſhould by this our 
counſel] { how ſimple lo euer iris ) rather become rawe then ſtinned : it 
being a lore of ſo deſperate a nature, as that it ſemeth tobe, that prayers 
and patience can onely ſalue the ſame, 

Seeing then, that by the fundry requeſtes of the bretheren , we areſo 
bardely perſwaded , that of force we ought to giue them ſome kinde of 
aduiſe : We doe openly protefte, that we ſo giue aduices herein as thoſe 
that will not in any wiſe preiudice the other partie, mucbe lefle cballinge 
to ys a iufticiers roome ouer any, And all thoſe men (into whole handes 
theſe doe come) we doe in the lorde defire, that they be nor herewith 
offended, but do perſuade themſelues that theſe contences are both ſim- 
plie and faithfully written of vs as vpon aqueſtioned caule graunted, that 
the conſciences of the bretheren which defire ir, might ſume waie be bet- 
ter appealed, which toſet altogether at nought were a deede wholy yoide 
of charitie, 
| Therefore, the cauſe ftandinge as we are informed, we profeſſe plai- 
uy and in good faith, that our iudgements ouer thele queftions are 
tous, | = i 

It is demanded,whither we can approue this diſorder in calling of men 
| to the 


77 
tothe fun&ion of theMiniftry,which is,that the multitude of thoſe which 
fue for order ſhall be enrolled in the minjfterie both withoute the voices 
ofelders and allo nocertaine cure appointed them but lightly examined 
of their lives and behauiour , to whome alſo, atthe lufte of the Bilſhoppe 
{hall libertic be giuen afierwards to preache the worde of God for a time 
prefcribed, otherwile to reherſe onely the Churche ſeruice, 

We an{were, that ſuch callinges of Minifters, whither we anſwere 
them by the rule of Gods exprefſi= worde or elle by force of Canons, that 
are b: ſte tried and allowed are holden and eftemed of ys, altogether yn- 
 lJawfull, albeir we knowe that it is better to bane halfe a lofe then no 
bread. But we beſeche God with our whole hearts that it allo will pleaſe 
him ro b. ſtowe vpon the kingdome of England alſo the ſame (thar is) 
a lawfull and ordinarie callinge of men tothe -Minifterie of the worde 
and Sacramentes, For it being either kept oute or hindred , the benefite 
of the dodrine of trueth muſte of force by & by vanifhe away,or els be 
holden vp by ſome mcanes thar is ftrange,yea,altogether ghoſtly and ſue 
pernaturall, 

Furthermore, we doe in Godes moſte holie name moſte hamblie ſue 
'to the Princes ſoueraigne Maieftie ,'that with the whole force of here 
minde , ſhe endeuour the corre&ion of chis point wherin the whole 
grounde and ftaie of the Churche of England is,8 therfore of the realme 
allo, doth ſtand and perſifte. | 

 Andthirdly we doe with reares beleech bothe thoſe bigh perſonages 
that are of hir Maicſties honorable counſaile, and thole wh'ch haue ſac- 
ceded in the place of the Popiſhe Byſhoppes, (vndowredly through the 
{peciall mercy of the high and good God) that rhey our of the ſelf ſame 
place where ouerthrowe and diftruction did yſſue , they ſhould vtterly 
deftroye thattyrannye which hath thus cafte downe headlonge the verye 
Chriftian Church,and'wecrane of them in the dreadfultname of God be-= 
fore whole redvubred throne of iudgement weall ſhall be areſted,, that 
withall confideration ahd mindfullnes of the yreeres paſte and conſcience 
of their duetie and charge they will not {lack to yowe and betrothe their 
whole diligence, aſwell in 'ordringe the meanes that may accompliſhe 
this thinge as in perſwading the Queens Maieftie therto, and they ceaſe 
not at allthis thinge beinge ynachened, chiefly ſeinge God hath beſtowed 
ypon thern, the Princely Maieſtie of fo fingular a Miftris as from whole 
bands they cannot but hopeFor all Princely and excellent thin atone 
Hangs LHEY CANRUL DNL HODMAUL By. 5 4.000% | OI they 
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they liſte in theire owne caſe to faile themſelues. But ſome will af ke, 
bowe {ball we doe in this pointegyntill then: verely if the cale were ours 
we woulde not receive this Miniſtrie vypon theſe conditions if it were 
proferred vs: a great deale lefſe would we ue for it. Notwithſtanding, 
we cxhorte theis men to. whom God by this waye made entrance to 
the enlarging ofthe glory of bis kingdome,that in the feare of God they 
doe couragiouſly abide therin, yet with theſe condition that it may be 
Jawfall for them holily and religiouſly to excerciſe all their whole Mini- 
ftrie, And therefore mpy alſo prepounde, and vrge thoſe thinges in their 
cures which doe allwayes appertaine to the aduancement cf the better 
eſtate therein, For otherwiſe, if they be forced of this libertie and ſo 
willed to winke at manifeſte abuſes, that they ſhould alſo approue theis 
thinges which doubtlefle ought tobe redretled : what rhinge els can we 
perſuade them then that they ſhouldretire from this,to their priuate life 
rather then withoute copſcience tonoriſhe that miſchief whiche doth of 
force drawe with it the whole waſtinge and decaie of allthe congrega= 
tion? Yet we hope that the Queens highneſle and ſo many honorable 8 
good men will in ſuch {orte plantetheir diligence that rather priuiledge 
of liberty maie be graunted to the conſciences of ſo many godly and ler- 
ned brethern then that theis horrible euils ſhould folowe: To wite, 
that the paſtours of the flockes ſhould be conftraiued either againfte the 
tdundnes of their conſciences to doe that whiche is euill ( and foto be 
chened in other meanes ſinnes , or els to reſigne their Miniſtry , for that 
thier neceſſity that will enſue this whiche is,tnat againſt the Princes and 
Byſhope willes they ſhould excerciſe their office ) we doe {o much the 
more tremble at, becauſe of thoſe reaſons which of themſclues are plaine 
enouph , albeit we doe not ytter them, 

It is alſo deſired of vs to anſwere plainely and truly whither we doe 
allowe the diſtin&ion ordained in the wearirge of copes and garments 
alwell for the common vſe, as for the Miniftrie. 

We itherefore doe flattely an{were the cauſe ſtanding as we doe 
ynderftande, that thoſe men that are authors hereot doe deferue moſte 
euill of the Churche, and ſhall anſwere at the dreadfull barre of Chrifte 


bis Indgement, For although that we thinke that that politique order b: | 


whereby nar cirezins alone, but alſo the degrees of fun&tionsare marked 
and noted is not ro be diſcommended wholy at all: yet we are of opinion 
that noteuery marke and note is ſiraightway to be yſed, For put the 
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caſe that the Minifters were commannded to weare the peti coate of a 
foole or the garmente of a vice in aplaye , were it not manifeſte {kor- 
ninge of the Minifterie ſo ro do? And thoſe that vie theſe other gar- 
ments and aparrell commaunded,doſeeme verely to vs to rreſpaſle ſore 
what worſe then (o, becauſe that the Lord hath not onely reared and ſer 
vs this prieſtlike apparel as a toie to be laughe at euen of many of the 
Papiſtes themſelves : But it is alſocertaine,that the ſame is poluted and 
detiled with infinite ſuperſtition, Bur ſome men will pleade the anti« 
quitie therof, Surely they are olde , and yer the Apoſtolike ſimplicitie 
whetin the Churche did floriſhe,is a great deale more auncient then this, 
Allo , if itpleaſe them to wade yet further to ſerch about theſe matters, 
it ſhall be eaſie enough to ſhew that theſe thinges, which after that, did 
ſerve for the note and marke of the Miniſterie werefirft vſuall amon 
the people and common. And therfore whence commeth it,that thinges 
being altered after ſo long a {eaſon, that this foreine and ftrang guiſe 
ſhould bereteined. p Hg 
Doth it not come of a zeale both euill and ynprofitable ? But ſome 
man will faie ; Theſe thioge for all that are thinges of the middle ſorte 
and indifferent, We grant in deede that they are ſuch if you will conlſi- 
der them fimply and in their owne nature, and apart from all circutn- 
ſtances : but who are they that will ſo waie and conſider them, For the- 
ſe men that are yer Papiſtes , what purpole ſo cuer this civill law doth 
pretend,are ſurely by cheſe meanes eſtabliſhed deeper in this ſuperſtition 
which heth ſo ouergrowen them. And theſe men that began ſo earneſtlie 
to abhorre ſuperſtition , that they now did deteſt monimentes and reli- 
vets thereof :- How much are they offended and wounded herein, As 
or thoſe which are further , and better lerned , what fruite reape they 
thereof. And farther is this difference and marke of the fun&ions of 
ſuch importance, that therfore the conſcicces of ſo many ſhould be trou- 
bled: ſpecially ſeing the reaſon and purpoſe thereof newlie ſet a broch 
is but drawen euen from thoſe that are themſelves the manifeſt ſworne | 


enemies tofound doarine > What meaneth it alſo,that of, thoſe alſo that 


\ . are termed to be Eccleſiaſtically brought vp and are in the Miniſterie 


not the {malleft part, are ſaid to haue their = ara in their breſtes 
aboute with them ? Is this the good boure wherin they ſhall berter 
profit by reſtoring of this attire ? or ſhall they not rather vaunt their 
creftes as in hope to haue poperie reftored _ ? If anic (ball obiegt 
NE NS ; | | the 


A. G54 OI AP TI | 
the circumciſing of Timothy and other like examples: we right car- 
z neftly praye him to conſider what Paule weonlde hane ſaid if any man 
= _ _ ſhould have madethislawe, that enery man thatis in rhe Miniſterie of 
the goſpell ſhalbe-conftrained to weare the garmenres of the Pharilies, 
-or thatthey in the apparell of prophane prieftes ſhould preach rhe gol. 
| pell and adminifter rhe Sacratrenres , and not onely circumciſe their 
4 __ Thildren, notwithftanding that vnder ſome conlerof reafon , this chuill 
- cotrmaundemert miphr ſet foorth rhe ſame, yea ro what cnde are theſe 
, thingbs brought in , for howſoener they mipht at the firftbe toll-rated 
till rhat by litle and litlethey might be take awaie, yet being once re- 
moned ont ofthe Churches , we ce not with what commoditie they can 
be reſtored to their pcſſefſion againe. Therfore we do efrformes repeate 
| that we before ſaid , that we can not allow this diuiſe nor yet hope for 
| | any good to inſue thereof. Notwithftanding , we wille gladlie-giue 
oner this opinion if we ſhall lerne better reafon therfore, What then 
(wi! the brethern ſaie on whom theſe things are ſo throwen) judge you 
© - what we ought to do herein? we anſwere , that there nederh in this anſ- 
R were tobe a diſtin&ion, For rhe cafe of the Minifters andthe caſe cf the 
E- people are not all one herein. Furthermore : Many things may, yea,and 
E ought ro-be borne and roſlterated which are not with ſtanding notjuſtly 
'S commanded. Firſt rherfore,we anſwere,that albeit theſe things{as we 
tadge)arenor rightly reſtored rotheir poſſeffion in the congregations, 
: yet , ſeeing that they are not of thoſe kinde of rhinges which are of their 
y _ , ownenature 1mpiousand yngodly , they leeme ro ys not tobe af ſuch 
K. | $6their Waight that the {hephardes ſhould rather gine ouer their furRions then 
| - - indgement 
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indgerc receine the apparell, or that the flck ſhuld refuſe tbe publick foode of 
nrf-rs the ſoule rather then to receine- the ſame from the ſhephardes, that is 
ergo apparreled therein : onely, that as well rhe ſhepheards as their flockes 
| rtoyes,ſfoas may not finne againſt their conſcienccs {ſo that the puritie of doArine 
|  ey0* itſelf remaine vntouched)we do perſwadethe Minifters,sfrer they haue 
{ rruely main- * | ROI | i | ; # 
| rainethe both before the Queens hiohocfs and allo before the Biſh-pps, ſer 
| - dg their conſciences at libertieby modeſtproteſtation {as doth apperteine to 
L {luch Chriftians as ſceke nor {edition and cumulr)and yet graue according * 
to the importaunce of the cauſe, that they do indeed open:y in their 
pariſh, ftil beate ypon thoſe things , that may ſerve to the vrcer taking 
. away of the ſtumbling block. And rhar as God Gall pige occaſion the: 
will wholy giae themſelyes buth wiſely and meekely to corre@tall thole 
hex OE OO RO T's» Ye ry" PRA EPR Ret REY abuſcs, 
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abuſes , but yet to beare thoſe things which they cannot freight way + 


change,rather then for ſaking their congregation they ſhould giue occa- 
ſion to Sathan , that ſeketh nothing els thE to ſtirre vp greater and more 
perilous miſchiefs then 1hzſe, As for the people (the dadtrine remai- 
ning vohurt) we do exhorte them that for all theſetbings they will dili- 
gently heare the ſame,to ye the Sacramenres Religioully, and fo long ro 


grone to Gud with earneſt amendement of life vntill they obtaine of 


them that which doth appertains to the full redrefle and amendment of 
the Church. | | 4 
Butagaine if that the Miniſters be commannded not onely to tolle- They reach 
rate theſe things, but alſo that they ſhould with rheir ſubſcriptions allow pare” and 
them as lawfull , orells by their ſtilines foſter them : what can we elle are vrged 
perſwade them to do but that hauing witneſſed their innocencie and ©, Pprove 
intbe feare ofthe Lord tried all meanes, they ſhould giue ouer their toyes, then 
funCtions to open wrong, But our hartes beride vs of England much ont 
better things then thele excremities, them. 
It is demaunded of vs what we dojudge of the trolling and deſcan- 
ting of the Plalmes, croſſing of thoſe. babes that ſhalbe baptized, and of 
the demaundes in baptiſme,allo ofthe rownd ynleauened wafercake and 
kneling inthe Lords ſupper, ft 
Weanſwere,that kinde of ſinging ſemeth to be the corruption of the 
pure ancient Church fernice and ploriſying of God .therin. And as for 
croſſing, of babes , whatſoeuer praftiſe there hath ben thereof in time of 
old , yet is moſt certeine that it is truely in theſe dayes through folate 


greenenefſe of the ſuperſtition ſo moſt abhbominable , as that wejudge They doe 


thoſe men to haue dane afſuredly well that haue once driuen this rite cftecme the 


out of the. congregation wherofallo we {ee not what the profit is, And _ "X 


we doubt. not but the demaunds in baptiſme bane crept into the moſt abo- 


: inabl 
Church vpon this occaſion , becauſe that through the negligence of the q,e. wg 


Biſbops the ſame forme of baptifng of children was reteined which at done well 


the firſt rearing of the priwatiue Church, was tobe vſed at the baptiſing: witktood it, 


of thoſe _thar being of yeeres did entre the profeſsion of Chriſt. This 


thiog alſo we may perceiue- by many the like yet in vſe in the popiſh 


baptiſme. Wherfore enen as the creame and charme vſed in baptilme, 
are.by gods law aboliſhed although they were anciert, ſa with wee allo 

hele.demaundings , being nor onely vajne bur foliſh ſhould be alſo. 
paſſed ouer albeit that S. Auguſtine himſelfe doth leeme in an er? 
ata? L 2 of 
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of this to ſuſteine by certeine deniſed conftruRiond 
-.- The bread whither it-ought to be made with. leuen or without we . 
thincke ir not preatly to be ſtrivendor although we Iudge it more' fit 
and confonant with Chriſtes inftiturion re haue the bread at the com- 
-munion, which is vſed at the common table: for why did the Lord vſe 
vnlenened bread, becauſe that in that houre wherin he thought good to 
inſtitute. his-holy ſupper , not one man in all Tewrie vſed any other, 
Therfore,it behoueth vs to reſtore the Iewiſh feaſt of vnleuened bread 
'orells muſt it be graunted that is better to yſe the common and accuſto- 
+ »  : medbread of all tables according tothe cxample cf Chriſt , notwith- 
| | Nandivg thar the bread that he then rooke was vnlcuened : For of the 
4 praQile of the primatiuve Church which the Greeck Church doth yer in 
: _ this behalfe reteine we ouer paſſe to writ of, | | 
. Furthermore kneling atthe verie recepr of the ſacraments hath in ir 
albewof godly.anc Chriſizan reverence and might therfore in times 
paſte be vied with profit, yet for all that becauſe our of this fountaine 
the deteftable: yſe of bread 'worlhip did follow , and doth yet in theſe 
dayes ftick in. mzny mindes, it ſeweth to ysthat it was jufllie abolif hed 
| out from the congregations. Therfore, we do beſech the moſt good and 
reat God that it would pleale him to give both the "Queens majefties 
highvefſe and alſothe Bilhops ſuch adviſe as ſhall be moſt needfull for 
the perfeCt doing away of rheſe* corruptions , arid that at once, In the 
2 meane time, becauſe theſe things , al{o are not ſuch as arein their owne 
| nature Idolatrous we do Iudgetbat they ought fo ro be dealt with, as 
we haue aduiled in the things going next befores © © 
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Tt is demaunded of ys whether we allow that baptiſme which is ad- 
miniftred by midwiues, ; 


= We anſwere that not onely we difſalow the baptiſme as the reftof 

| things before ſpoken of; but that we do Iudgeit allo intollerable, For ir 
is a thing that hath riſen aſwell of ignorance of the verie vſe of baptiſme, 
| as the publique miniſterie of the Church. We Iudge therfore that the 
| minifters are bownd ſharply to rebuke this abuſe, much lefſe ought they 
| to hould this falſe baptiſme, for good and firme. The reaſon why , the 
lJerned on ourſfide haue often declared, And we are alſo readie when it 
OL Eo» gals 


hl m_ CT ——— LL MR IE LI LE ES 


It 1s 


[op n— 


tof 
rit 


the 
n it 


tis 


PPP." IN et. OO TOTES 6 
I Sn nad on He i ah 
| a a td IS . 
” Yi . 
: 


TE, 
—— ——— 
\ 1} 


| TO en 


. Ft is alforeported vhto ys that the. keyes of binding and loſing are . 
praRiled in certeine courtes of the Biſhope,neither by the ſentences and 

iudgments of elders, whicb office.that Churchhaue not yer receined, ror 
according to the word of God: but the authoritie of certeine lawiers 6c 
otherlike , which is more , often times by the authoritie of ſoine one 
man,and that alſo forſuch kind of ations as are pure mony matters euen 
as the miſuſe of the ſame was in popery. | "MW 
| Wherto we anſwere that it ſeemeth tovs almoſt incredible that any 

ſuch cuſtomes and examples (beinge moſt perverſe)ſhould be vſed in that 
kingdome, where as puritic and fonndnes of doQtrine is, For the right 


of excammunication and bynding of the offender. ſhalbe found. never to 


'haue bin before rhe time of the Papiſtes in the power and hands oFone 


ſole perſon,but did apperieine to al the wholeelderſhip, from whichalfo 
the people themtelues -ware not ra{hlie ſhut owt, Becauſe this alſo the 
lawterlike bearing of ſuites that appertaine to liuipges did fall to the 
Biſ hops charge altogether through abuſe. For that place wherin the 
Apoſtle talketh of dayes men ympires at Corinth ts.to no purpoſe where 
as the magiſtrate is a Chriſtian : nordid the Apoſtell euerthinke to bur- 
then the Elderſchip with the hearirg of ſuch meere cinill cauſes, And 
11 is moſt certeine, that the Biſhops of thewlder age of the Church, haue 
had the determining of fuch controuerfies not for any authoritie thar 
they had therin but throughthe importunitie of ſuters, and-that as hbul- 
holders ympires and dayes men. Alſo, notwithſtanding among thoſe 
men where this were ſuewed ynto,thoſe did moſt wiſely gouerne them- 
ſelaes which chole rather to follow the example of Chriſt our Sauiour, 
who refuſed to be the ympire in deuiding of the patrimonie, or els 
Iudge in the matter of adulteric, when both the ſame were preferred 
ynto bim, Fe a it | 
 Therfore,if in England any thing be done contrary to this , ſurely we 
ought to'thinke that dy ſuch ſentences and Iudgements, ther is not any 
man- before God any more bownd then by the popiſh excommnnica. 
tions. And we wiſhtbatthis torment howlſe of conſciences andlothſo. 
me prophanation of the Ecclefiafticall and meere fpirituall. juriſdi&ion - 


- Might by the authoritie of the Queens Majeftie owt of band be aþoli- 
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ſhed no otherwiſe then the marring of the yery doRtine it ſelfe, 
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And that Elderſhip and D2acons maye be reſtored and ſet vp accor- 
ding to theword of G:d and canons of the pure chureb, which thing, if 
HNerewnsa It be Bot done, verely , we are fore afraid that this onely thing will be 
|, fatterly al- the beginning of many calamities, which we would God , would turne 
Tee had away from vs, Forit is moſtcertaive that the ſonne of God will one day 
=_ REA BESS roughly reyenge theſe maniteſt abuſes , wherewith the 
" contclences of our brethren are troubled , except ſpeedely , redrefle be 
tad thefein. et | 
In the meane whiles , the thinges which are not well done by the one 
partie,may be well enough tolerated (as we thinke) by thofe men which 
beare the thing which they cannot change, Yer thus farre : as that they 
all-w not the thing ir ſelf for good , but do onely redeeme their vniuſt 
diſquieting by patience, But it fo be that they ſhallbe forced, not onely 
ro tollerate this facion,bur alſo to approue this excommunication as lax- 
Therefore #11] and be conſtrained: to af ke volawfull abſolution to aſſent to this 


Tohn Hus | wy | ye 
-di4 many Manifeſt abule, we then exhort them that they will-rather ſuffer any 


74" bfotu- Kind of trouble, then rodoe herein agairft their conſciences.But to what - 
tion, end is all this : For verely,we do promes our ſelues much better things 
then theſe , yea, of all thinges the beſt euen at this pinch, eſpecially of 
that Realtne; in which the r@foring of Chriſtian Religion bath bene ſea + 
led and confirmed with the bloud cf fo many excellent martyrs alſo. 
Onely , we feare this , leaſt that which hath befallen ſo many countries 
ſhould bappen to England, to wit,leaft, becauſe the due fruites of repen- 
trance are not brought foorth, the angrie God fhould dooble onr darke- 
-þ nefſe, the light cf his Goſpel being firſt taken from vs.Of this contents 
EE, are our dai'y preachings in our congrepations,and verely,we thinke the 
| fame ought to be done of all Miniſters of Gods word,eſpecially in theſe 
our dayes. That they chiefly fer forwardes this principles of the Goſpel), 
which doth appertaine to carneſt amendment of life, - For this poinr 
achived,vndoutedly the Lord ſhall giue bothcounſaile and zeale,and al} 
things elſe which do necefſarely appertaine ro the accorpliſhmentof the 
reparation- of the Church, already begunne, And before all we-doe re- 
quire and with teares hambly crave that our good and right worſhips 
tall-in the Lord the 'brethren'-of the Engliſh churches , alt bitternes'of 
mind: ſet apart-, which we ately feare , after what ſortitharhorveicher 
{ide forced this euill, would patiently beare and ſuffer ech other, ſolovg 
as puritie of Chriſtian doQrine it ſelf and ſoundnes of conſcience doeth 
2:8 4 remaine: 


IN: v7 

remaine : Willingly to obey the Queens Maieſtie who is fyll of com- 
aſſfion ; And all other prelates, And finally , that with all concorde of 

minds in the Lord, they manly ſer againſt Sathan, who ſekethall occaſion 

of tumulr and infinite calamities: yea,although they hane nor like iudge- 

ment of all ſorte cf prelats at the firſt, for this our writing , God is our 

witneſſe , doth not rend to this purpole , that either part'ſhould vle ir 

apainſt other, as that we ſhould fend it toyou as an apple of contention: 

Although we haue concerning thefe matters declared our iudgements, 

euen fimplie, as vpon a ſuppoſed caſe, (God is our witnes) being ouer. 

come with the continuall {utes of our brethren, And we ioyne our dail 

prayers to the groninges of all the Godly on that fide rhe ſeas , that it 1: doep- 

maye pleaſe the moſt mercifull God hauing compals:on on mans frailty, li Knox 

to dire, the Queenes highnes,and all the Nobles of the realme of Eng-. me 

land, And allo'every prelate, and finally, eche workman of this ſpirituall Schorland, | 

building with his holy ſpirit moft effectuouſly , ſo as the wotke of the j25 3Hern® 

Lord ſo often begunne and ſo often ſtaied , may Juckely be ſer forward from Franke 

to the great quiernes and concorde of all men,nut oncly the olde Rtaines [Gra | 

in che doQrine it ſelf & Ecclefiaft call dilcipline allo, being at lenghr yt- and was one 

terly Jone our, bat alſo all monftrouſnes of errors , which Satan new- ute ' 

ly ſekerh to bring into the church againe may be driven away, Which Þ*re-tiil ree || 

he vonrſafe to bring to paſſe throuph bis holy ſpirit , the moſt kind fa- bn... 

. ther in leſus Chriſt, h's very fonne eternall and conſubftantiall with him, *<29:)2nd,de * 


k CET | ; then he was 
1n which perſonns, we profefſ2 one God,and nor digers,ought to be wor- ſcnc hither, 
{hipped for ever, Amen. At Geneva the 24. Oftober 15c6, ef pans 

| Ws much, | 


( 


Yourlouing Brethren in Chriſt, and moſt 
alsured fciends 


Theotorus Be7a,g&r, . Fo Parnilius, Remuntlas Caluetns, 
Kuds Fiazrins. - Nicolaus Colagouns, Frb. [aluctws. 
70. Gaiagne7Jimn, S:m1, Galertius. 70.Tremlergs. - 

- Per ("arpenterus, Tohan Pumnaldns,  Franciſcus Portns, 
Ge. Faucrgins, {or. Bulierdus, > + Aga 
Hein,S, Egid, Canſens. Abden, Daplens. 
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_ And that Elderſhip and D:acons maye be reſtored and ſet VP accor- 
ding to theword of Gd and canons of the pure chureb, which thing, if 


Herewssa It be not done, verely , we are fore afraid thas this onely thing will be 
| fatterly ad- the beginning of many 


calazities, which we would God., would turne 


{ide forced this enill, would patiently beare and ſuffer ech othe r, folovg 
as puritie of Chriſtian doctrine it ſelf and ſoundnes of conſcience doeth 
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And that Elderſhip and D2acons maye be reſtored and ſet vp accor- 
ding to theword of Gd and canons of the pure churedb, which thing, if 
it be not done, verely , we are fore afraid that this onely thing will be 
the beginning of mary calamities, which we would God , would rurne 
away from vs, For it is moſtcertaine that the ſonne of God will one day 
from heauen roughly reyenge theſe manifeſt abuſes , wherewith the 
con{ciences of our brethren are troubled , except ſpeedely , redrefſe be 
bad thetein. - Welk © bs 

[In the meane whiles , the thinges which are not well done by the one 
partie, may be well enough rolerated (as we thinke) by thofe men which 
beare the thing which they can not change, Yer thus farre: as that they 
all-w not the thing it ſelf for good , but do onely redeeme their vniuſt 
diſquieting by patience, But itfo be that they ſballbe forced, not onely 
ro tollerate this facion, bur allo to approue this excommunication as law-- 
full, and be conftrained to al ke ynlawfull abſolu! ion to aflent to this 
manifeſt abuſe, we then exhort them that they will rather ſuffer any 


kind of trouble, then to doe herein againft their conſciences. But to what + 


end is all this : For verely,we do promes our ſelues much better things 
then theſe , yea, of all thinges the beft even at this pinch , eſpecially of 
that Realme; in which the reforing of Chriſtian Religion bath bene ſea + 
led” and confirmed with the bloud cf ſo many excellent martyrs allo. 
Onely , we feare this , leaft that which hath befallen ſo many countries 
ſhould bappen ro England, to wit,leaft, becauſe the due fruites of repen- 
trance are not brought foorth, the angrie God fhould dooble onr darke- 
nefſe, the light of his Goſpel being firſt taken from vs.Of this contents 
are our dai'y preachings in our congregations,and verely,we thinke the 
fame ought to be done of all Miniſters of Gods word,efpecially in theſe 
our dayes.That they chiefly ſer forwardes this principles of the Goſpel], 
which doth appertaine to earneſt amendment of lite, - For this point 
achiued,vndoutedly the Lord ſhall giue both-counlaile and zeale,and all 
things elfe which do neceffarely appertaine ro the accompliſhmentof the 
reparation: of the Church, already begunne, And before all we-doe re- 
quire and with teares hambly crave that our good and right worſhip: 
tall'in the Lord the brethren--of the Englifh churches , all bitternes'of 
mind- ſet apart-, which we ately teare , after what ſortitharhor-eicher 
ſide forced this euill, would patiently beare and ſuffer ech other, ſolovg 
as puritie of Chriſtian doQtrine it {elt and ſoundnes of conſcience doeth 
WerE : remaine: 
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remaine : Willingly to obey the Queens Maieſtie who is fyll of com- 

paſſion ; And all other prelates, And finally , that with all concorde of 

minds in the Lord, they manly fer againſt Sathan, who ſekethall occaſion 

of tumulr and infinite calamiries: yea,although they hane nyor.like iudge= 

ment of all ſorte cf prelatrs at rhe firſt, for this our writing , God is our 

witneſle , doth not tend tothis purpoſe , that either part ſhould vle ir 

apainſt other, as that we ſhould ſend it toyou as an apple of contention: 

Alcbough we haue concerning theſe matters declared our iudgements, 

euen ſimplie, as vpon a ſuppoſed caſe, (God is our witnes) being ouer- 

come with the continuall ut of our brethren, And we ioyne our dail 

prayers to the groninges of all the Godly on that fide the ſeas , that it 1: coesp- 
maye pleaſe the moſt mercifull God hauing compals:on on mans frailty, Mo xoox. 
to dire, the Qu*enes hi ghnes,and all the Nobles of the realme of Eng- 3% "en 
land, And alſo'every prelate, and finally, eche workman of this ſpirituall Schorland, 
building wirh his holy ſpirit moft effectuouſly , To as the wotke of the "__ 
Lord ſo often begunne and ſo.often ſtaied , may luckely be ſet forward from Frank- 
to the great quietnes and concorde of all men,not oncly the olde ſtaines rO—_ 
in the doQrine it ſelf & Ecclefiaft call diſcipline allo, being at lenghr yr- and was one 
terly done our, bat alſo all monſtrouſnes of errors, Which Satan new- nx 
ly ſekerh to bring into the church againe may be driven away, Which p3Xretil re- 
he vonrſafc to bring to paſſe through bis holy ſpirit , the moſt Kind fa- bene 

. ther in leſus Chriſt, h's very ſonne erernall and conſubftanriall with him, Y£22iand,0* | 


? A | | : then he was 
in which perſonns, we profefſ: one God,and nor digers,ought to be wor- cnc thither, 
244 £: | | | | | | & there he 

{hipped for ever, Amen. AtGenevathe 24. Ottober x5c6, did prevaiio 


muca, 


Yourlouing Brethren in Thrift, and moſt 
alsared friends 


Theoorus Be7a,&c, - Parniltus, Renanndas Caluetns, 
Kuds Funzrins. Nicolaus Coladgouns, Frb. {alucts. 
70. GaiagneJimn, S:1m, Galertius, 70.Tremlerus, 

- Pa (arpenterus, Johan Pwaldus,  Franciſcus Port#s. 
Ge. Faucr fins. {or. Bulierdus, TEE. < 
Hen,S, Egid, Canſens. Abden., Duptes. 


Here 


$5 tb wy, ; 


Y, 
—\, 0. = 
- : 
«a G 
a 6& $3 "ip - 


The Superiotendents Miniſters, and commillionars of charges with in 
the Realme of Skotland : To their brethren rhe Biſhopsand Paftors 


of England,who hath renunced the ine Antecbtift, and do pro- 


feſſe with rheas the Lord leſus infacetitie, defire the perpetuall en-, 


creaſe of the boly ſgicir, "7, 


'Y word and” writ ir-is.come toour knowledge (reyerend Paſtors 
that digers of our deereſt bretherp}amongſt whom are ſome of the 


 beftlerne with inthatRealme, are depriuid from Eccleſiafticall fun- 


ion end forbidden to preach;and (ſo by you that they are ftaied to pra- 
1e kingdome of Ieſus Chriſt , becaule-aheir conlciences will nor 
Luffer totake vpon them(at the commaundement of the authoritie) fuch 


garmentes'as Idolaters in time of blindaes baue vſedin their Idolarrie, 


Which brute cannot be but motdolorons ro our bartes , we mindFull of - 


that ſentence of the Apoſtel, ſaing , if ye byte and deuoure oneanother, 
take head leaſt ye be conſumed one of an other, We purpoſe not at this 
prefent to enter iato the grownd of that queſtion which we heare of, 
either part tobe ſhowen with greter vehemencie then well liketh'vs : 
to wit, Whether that ſuch apparell is to be coumpted among things 
that are fimplic indifferent or not , but in the bowells of our Lord te. 
ſus we craue that Chriſtian charitie may ſo preuaile in you , in you we 
{ay,the paſtors and leaders of, the flock within that Realme, 

That ye doo not to others that , which you would not others ſhould 
doo to you : yecannot be ignorant how tender a thing the conſcience 
of man is, All that hane knowledge are not a like perſwaded, your con- 
_ ſciences diſclames not at wearing of ſuch garments,but many thouſands 
both godly and lerned are otherwiſe perſwaded whole conſciences are 
continnally ftrock with thefe ſentences : what bath Chriſt Teſus to doe 
with belial{ > what feloſhip is there betwixt darknes and light > ifſur- 
 pleſe , cornet capp, and ripper have byn badges of ydolaters in the wm 
a 


/&; as our headand maifter commands euery one of his members to ſhew 


oo 37 
a® of their idolatries what hath preachers of Chriſtian libertie to the o* 
en rebuken of all ſuperſtition to doe with the dregges of there maſse 
beaſt ? Oar brethren that of conſcience refuſe that vnprofirable apparell, 
doo neither damne you nor moleſt you that vſe ſuch vaine tryflils if ye 
ſhall do the like to them,we doubt not but therein ye ſhall pleaſe God 8: 
comfort the hartes of many who are wonded with extremitie , which is 
vicd againſt thoſe godly 8 our belooued brethren, Coloure of retorik or 
maalie perſwaſion will we yſe none , but charitablie wedeſire you to 
call that ſentence of pitie to mind : feed the flock of God which is 
committed to your charge caring for them not by conſtraint but wil- 
lingly not as thoughye were lords oger Gods heritage , but that ye may 
be examples to the flock, And further alſo , we defire yow to meditate 
that ſentence ofthe Apoſtle, ſaying : giae none offence , neither to the 
Jewes nor to theGrecians, nor tothe chnrch of God?In what condition of 


- . time ye and we both trauiel inthe promothing of Chriſts kingdome we 


ſuppoſe yow not to be ignorant, And therfore , we are more bold to ex- 
hort yow to walke morecircumfpe&lie, then tbat for ſuch yanities, the 
godly ſhould be troubled, For all thinges that maie ſeeme lawfull,edifie 
not, If the commandemenr of authoritie vrge the conſcience of yours 
and our brethren more then they can beare: we ynfainedly craue of you, 
that ye remember thatye are called the light of the world and of the 
earth, ED 

All ciuill authoritie hath nor the light of God all waies ſchining be- 
fore their eies in the ſtatutes and commandements , but their affe&ions 
of times ſauour ro muche of the earth and of wordly wiſedome, 

And therfore,we think that ye ſhould boldlie oppugne your ſelf to all 
power that will or dareextoll it ſelfe not onely agaioft , God but alſo 
againft, allſuch as do burden the conſciences of the faithful further 
then God hath burthened them,by bis owne word, Butherin,we confeſſe 
our offence in that we have entred further inreaſoning then we purpo- 


fed, and promiſed ar the beginning. And therfore, we ſhortly returne to 


our former bumble ſupplication,which is, that our brethren who amongs 
you refuſe the Romiſch ragges,maie find of you the prelarts ſuch fauours 
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one to another, which welooke to receiue of your gentlenes, not one] y 


for that ye fearto offend Gods maieſtie, in troubling of your brethren 


for ſuch vaine trijfles, | But alſo becaule ye will not refuſe the hamblere. 

veſtes of ys your brethren and felow preachers of Chriſt Iefus,in whom 
albeit there appeare no great wordly pompe , yet we ſuppoſe yow will 
not ſo farr deſpiſe vs, but that ye will efteeme ys tobe of the number of 
thoſe that fight againſt that Romain Antechriſt,and traueil that the king- 
dome of Chriſt Iefus vniuerſally male be maintained and adyanced, 
The daies are euill.Iniquitie abownds. Chriſtian charirie (alas) is waxen 
cold. And therfore we ought the more diligently to watch, For the howre 
is yncerteine when the lord Ieſus ſhall appeare , before whom we your 
brethren and ye may geue an accoumpt of our adminiſtration, 

And thus in concluſion , we once apaine craue fauor toour brethren 
which granted ,ye in the lord ſhould commaande vs in thinges of dooble 
more importance. Thelord Iefus rule your hartes in h's true feare to the 
ende, And giue vnto yow and vnto vs victorie ouer that conjured ene- 
mie of all true Religion. To wit, ouer that Romaine Antechriſt , whoſe 
wonded head Satan by all meanes laboures to cure againe, but tro de- 
fru&ion ſhall he and his mainteiners go, by the power of the lord Ieſus. 
To whole mightie power and prote&ton-we hartely commit you. 

Subſcribed by the bandes of Snperintendentes one parte of Mini- 
fters, and ſcribes in our generall aſſemblies and fourth ſeſsion therof, At 
Edenbroug the 28, daie of December 1566, FLY 


Your louinge brethren and fellow preachers in Chrift Ieſus 


To Crasg. | To, Row 

Taco. Mailuil. Da. Lyndeſay 

Rob. Pont. ſo, Erſhm, 

Guil, Gislifſonus Jo Wiram. _ 


NiceSpittall, To Spetriſwood, 
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I will manifeſt ſome thing out of a lardge Epiſtle 


wroten by Zanchus Profeſſour of Heydelborgh , written vnto our 
ueene anno 1571, at the commandment of his Prince Palatin in 
which he thus beginneth, | 
" Oft pracious and moſt Chriſtian Queene , we haue not without 
A.great priefe underſtood, that the fire of contention about certaine 


- garments , which we thought had beene quenced long agone , is now a- 


gain to the incredible offence of the godly as it were raiſed vp & kind- 
led a freſh in your Majeſty kingdom, being perſwaded by ſome , other-= 
wile great men, and carried with a zeal (but certainly not according to 
knowledge) to retaine unity in religion , hath now more then ever be- 
forereſolued and decreed , yea doth will and command that all Biſhops 
and Minifters of the Churches (hall in divine feruice put on the white 
and linnen garments which the Popiſh Priefts vſe now in Poperie ; yea 
that itis to be feared, leaſt this fire be ſo kindled, andcaſtits flame fo 
farre and wide, that all the Churches of that moſt large and mighty king - 
dome, to th2 perpetuall diſgrace of your moſt renowned Majeſty , be 
{ett on a flaming fire : and therefore all tings ought tobe abondened 
which may any waye either by accident or by themaſelues defill his wor- 


| ſhip and therfore all things ought to be called to the ruell of Gods Word, 


and tothe Apoftolick ruell and that the Apoſtls commandeth ys not only 

to abſtain from all euill but from all apperants of evil]. 
And ſhould thoſe things be brought into the Church of God by the 
Princes command which are contrary to the purety of true worſhip and 
{mill of popiſh ſuperſtition and is not for ordre not for ornament except 
that is whooriſh and bring many euils to the Church, therefore thoſe 
things which be not of God, but from them who have defiled Gods 
worſhip ,are utterly to be caft away , which the Lord tiimſelfe comman- 
ded to be done, when hee charged vtterly to deſtroy all things which ap- 
pertained to thoſe who ſhould give vs counſell to follow ſtrange Gods, 
and to burne their garments , and all their ftuffe with fire in the middefſt 
. of the ſtreet,toſhew our deteſtation of ſuch Seducers,and that they might 
| bean execrable thing to the Lord, And who knoweth not that theſe gar- 
' ments are a part of the houſhold ſtuffe of that Romiſh Seducer > There 
ſhall cleave nothing of the execrable thing, ſaith hee,to thy band, that the Lord 
may turne from the fierceneſie of his wrath and mulriplie thee,as he hathſworne 
2 ig 
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"To thy Fathers, $&c, Wherefore to bring theſe garments , ſeeing they be 
_tioufhold Ruffe of Antichriſt , into the Church of Chtift, whar is it elſe 
then to provoke Godto anger , and to kindle his fury againſt vs ? Cer 


raine it is, that he who is a true frind of Chriſt, will neyer ſeeke to have 


the ornaments of Antechriſt iv his owne houſe , and much lefle will he 


 (ufferthem in the Temple of Chri&.For who can indure the armes of his 


enemy in his owne houle,and ſpecially in the chiefeſt roome of the ſame? 
And if God will haue a thing deſtroyed and aboliſhed , who are we-that 
we dare build it yp againe, Bat it is Gods will that after the death of 
Chrift allgarments of Aaron and Leyi ſhould be aboliſhed : and he bath 
plainly enough manifefted every where,that intheſe our dayes he would 
haye all ungodly and vaine cerem, , pompes, deceits, and paintings of 
the Papiſts driven away by the {bining brightnefle of the Goſpel! : be- 
cauſe theſe things haue nopower in them to kindle and increaſe godlines, 
but greatly ayaile to the quenching of theſame, Neither yerily can I ſee 
to what other end theſe garments tend, then in yery deed (that I may 
now come ynto the ſoon heed) todefile and diſprace the faire face;nay, 
the wioie body offthe. Charch of England reformed according ro the 
Goſpell ; as if the chaſte and honeſt daughter of a King ſbould be at- 
tired with thoſe very garments wherewith ſome fimons and notable 
whoore yſed tobe adorned , and when ſhe were fo clothed, were com- 
manded to goe abroad inthe ftreets. Now who can allow orjudge this 
to be tolerable. Wherfore though for no other , yet for this very cauſe, 
ſuch garments ought not to be thruſt ypon the Church of Chrift,becauſe 
that harlot of Rome hath abuſed , and doth tiliat this day abuſe them 
(though in their owne nature they be not evill, and to cover her fornica- 
tions, or rather to entice men to commit forvication, For all theſe pom 
pes and Popiſh ceremonies are nothing elſe but whoorith paintings in. 
yented and deviſed for thisend, that men might thereby be allured to 
fpirituall fornication. Is it not therefore a filthy and dif honeſt thing, to 
haue theſe in the Chrnch of Chriſt? If the braſen ſerpent, which had bene 
ordained of God, and that for the wholeſome vle of tbe Iſraelites, was 
taken away by godly King Ezekias , becauſe the Iſraelites had abuſed it 
contrary to the word of God: and if Ezekiasbe higbly commended fot 
this ſo doing , becauſe hee had turned that Serpent intoaſhes, and com- 
manded them to be caft into the running water, that there might neuer 
be any print or ſigne of it exſtant any more ;j how much more get 
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theſc uncleane garments to be-baniſhed out'of the Church of God, ſeeing 
the Apoſtles neyer vſed them, but the whoore of Rome hath yſed them 
In her Idolatrous worſhip , and toſeduce men ? For it is a very diſhoneſt 
thing , that ſuch things as are of themſelyes indifferent, and haue beene 


* longvſed tothe diſpight and diſhonour of God,ſhould be retained inthe 


Church of God, to the hazard of the falyation of godly men. And 
much lcfle that kinde of garments, which is nothing bur an invention of 
garments which is nothing but an iuvention of men, or rather of the Dj- 
yell bimſelfe, deyiſed to ſeduce the ſimple ones: Wee all know what 
praiſe thole common. wealthes deſerve, which make good lawes that the 
ſubjeRs ſhall not weare out landiſh and firange apparrell , nor bring it 
into the Common, wealthes , becauſe it is a corruption of good and ho= 
neſt manners,and of the Common-wealthes themſelyes. 

How then can that counſel which is given to your Majeſty, be com- 
mended, to wit , that garments vnknowneto the Chriftian world in that 


time of the Apoſtles, and Apoftolicall men , ſhould be brought into tbe 


Church of Chriſt, | 
And ifan outlandiſh kinde of attire be not tolerated in well-governed 
' Commonwealthes,how much leffe areIdoatrous,6c beatheniſh garments 
to be borne with in the Church, where God is to be worſhipped in ſpirit 
and truth , and where he would haye few and yery fimple Ceremonies? 
Alſo if God «ftabliſhed by his Law, that a woman may not put on a wans 
apparrell, for a man a womans , the one beeing ſo well of it ſelfe diſho- 
neſt,and contrary tonatureas the other: Why then ſhould godly Biſhops, 
and the ſeruants of Chrift be clothed , or rather ſhamed and deformed 
with the garments of godleſſe Prieſts , and ſlaues of Antichrift ? Wh 


| ſhould wee not rather, as wee be ofa divers religion from them , ſo alſo 


be deſcerned from them , at leaſt in the performance of ſy- duties as be- 
long ynto Gods worlhip , by outward ſgnes, ſuch asgarments be? Ve- 


publike ſigne,thzt it would have nothing roCoe with the Gentiles, 
And why ſhould nor wee dce the fame? arc wee not the people of. 
God > abides not the equity of the fame commandement ? And ifthe 
word boneft be derived of horvur , what honour will it be for the 
Church of Ciriſt to baue Biſbops attired and diſguiſed with Popiſh 
viſors in the adminiſtration of the G-ſpell and Sacraments ; ſo as 
EE © 


rily this was Gods will , and he required of his people , that it ſhould be =: 


diſcerned from the prophane Gentiles , as by gefier things, ſo alſo by this 
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"to thy Fathers, &c, Wherefore to bring theſe garments , ſeeing they be 
_tiouthold fuffe of Antichriſt , into the Church of Chrift, whar is it elſe 
then to provoke God to anger , and to kindle his fury againſt vs ? Cer 


taine it is, that he who is a true frind of Chrift,will neyer ſeeke to have 


the ornaments of Antechriſt iv his owne houſe , and much lefle will he 


 (ufferthem inthe Temple of Chrift, For who can indure the armes of his 


enemy in his owne houſe,and ſpecially in the chiefeſt roome of the ſame? 
And if God will haue a thing deſtroyed and aboliſhed , who are we-that 
we dare build ir yp againe. But it is Gods will that after the deathof 
Chrift allgarments of Aaron and Leyi ſhould be aboliſhed : and he bath 
plainly enough manifefted every where,that in theſe our dayes he would 
haye all ungodly and vaine cerem, , pompes, deceits, and paintings of 
the Papiſts driven away by the (hining brightnefle of the Goſpel] : be- 
caule theſe things haue nopower in them to kindle and increaſe godlines, 
but greatly ayaile to the quenching of thelame, Neither yerily can I ſee 
to what other end theſe garments tend, then In yery deed (that IL may 
now come ynto the econtlced) todefile and diſprace the faire face;nay, 
the whole body offthe. Charch of England reformed according ro the 
Goſpell ; as if the cbaſte and honeſt daughter of a King {ſhould be at- 
tired with thoſe yery garments wherewith ſome famons and notable 
whoore yſed tobe adorned , and when ſhe were ſo clothed, were com- 
manded to goe abroad inthe ftreets, Now who can allow orjudge this 
to be tolerable. Wherfore though for no other , yet for this very cauſe, 
ſuch garments ought not to be thruſt vpon the Church of Chrift,becauſe 
that harlot of Rome hath abuſed , and doth tili at this day abule them 

(though in their owne nature they be not evill, and to cover her fornica- 
tions, or rather to entice men to commit fornication, For all theſe pom 
pes and Popiſh ceremonies are nothing elſe but whoorith paintings in. 
vented and deviſed for thisend, that men might thereby be allured to 
ſpirituall fornication. Is it not therefore a filthy and dif honeſt thing, to 
haue theſe in the Chrnch of Chriſt? If the braſen ſerpent, which had bene 
ordained of God, and that for the wholeſome vie of tbe Ifraclites, ws 
taken away by godly King Ezekias , becauſe the Iſraelites had abuſed it 
contrary to the word of God: and if Ezekiasbe highly commended for 
this ſo doing , becauſe hee had turned that Serpent intvaſhes, and com- 
manded them to be caft intothe running water, that there might neuer 
be any print or ſigne of it exſtant any more ; how much more Gs 
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theſc uncleane garments to be-baniſhed out'of the Charch of God, ſeeing 
the Apoſtles neyer vſed them, but the whoore of Rome hath yſed them 
In her Idolatrous worſhip , and toſeduce men ? For it is a very diſhoneſt: 
thing, that ſuch things as are of themſelyes indifferent, and baue beene 


' long vſed tothe diſpight and diſhonour of God, ſhould be retained inthe 


Church of God, to the hazard of the falyation of godly men, And 
much lcfle that kinde of garments, which is nothing bur an invention of 
garments which is nothing but an iuvention of men, or rather of the Di- 
yell bimſelfe, deyiſed to ſeduce the fimple ones: Wee all know what 
praiſe thole common. wealthes deſerve, which make good lawes that the 
ſubje&s ſhall not weare outlandiſh and firange apparrell , nor bring it 
into the Common, wealthes , becauſe it is a corruption of good and ho= 
neſt manners,and of the Common-wealthes themſelyes. 4 
How then can that counſel! which is given to your Majeſty, be com- 
mended, to wit , that garments ynknowne to the Chriftian world in that 
time of the Apoſtles , and Apoftolicall men , ſhould be brought into the 
Church of Chriſt, | 
And if an outlandiſh kinde of attire be not tolerated in well-governed 
' Commonwealthes,how much lefſe areIdoatrous,6c beatheniſh garments 
to be borne with in the Church, where God is to be worſhipped in ſpirit 
and truth , and where he would have few and very fimple Ceremonies? 
Alſo if God «Rtabliſhed by his Law, that a woman may not put on a wans 
apparre!l, for a man a womans , the one beeing ſo well of it ſelfe diſho- 
neſt,and contrary tonatureas theother: Why then ſhould godly Biſhops, 


 - and the ſeruants of Chrift be clothed , or rather ſhamed and deformed 


with the garments of godlefle Prieſts , and ſlaues of Antichritt ? Wh 


| ſhould wee notrather, as wee be ofa divers religion from them , ſo alſo 


be deſcerned from them , at leaſt in the performance of ſy«d duties as be- 
long vnto Gods worſhip , by outward fignes, ſuchasgarments be? Ve- 
rily this was Gods will , and be required of his people , that it ſhould be 
diſcerned from the prophane Gentiles , as by getter things, ſo alſo by this 
publike ſigne,thet it would have nothing rode with the Gentiles. 
And why ſhould nor wee doe the fame? are wee not the people of. 
God Þ abides not the equity of the fame commandement ? And if the 
word boneft be derived of horvur , what honour will it be for the 
Church of Cirift two baue Biſhops attired and diſguiſed with Popiſh 
viſors in the adminiſtration of the G-ſpell and Sacraments ; fo as 
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fo as they ſhall rather be derided then be reverenced any whitby the: 
people?And what commendation ſhall it be for your gracious Majeſty in 


tobe called back into your Church?Therfore it tandeth not with honeſty 
that holy Biſhops be compelled to receiue ſuch viſors , neither is it in- 
deed a matter worthy of honour and praiſe, neither deſerueth in the na= 
me of yertu.,Fcr if your Majeſty ſhould commanJ that all Engliſh men, 
leauing that ancient & yery graue and comely attire,ſhould weare Tur- 
kie coats, or a ſouldiers weed, asitis called ; who would euer approue 
this decree as honeſt? And it is much leffe praiſe-worthy,if godly Biſhops 
| be enioyned , laying aſide, or at leaſt changing the honeſt and ancient 
apparel, which the Apoſtles wore, to wit , that common and praue ha- 
| bir, ro put on theridiculous and execrable or accurſed garments of god= 
leſfle Maſſ-priefts, 

Now concerning the third part of the Princes dutie,there is nothin 
fitter to trouble the publike peace of the Churchthen this counſell. For 
every novelty , eſpecially in religion, either by ir ſelfe, if ir be evill, diſ- 
turbs and troubles a good peace, or if itbe good, gives occaſion of rrou- 
ble hy accident, by cauſing contention betweeneeuill and good men, 

| But as in things which be good cf themſelves, of which nature the refor. 
mation of the Churches according to the will of God is , we are not to 
care for the troubling of that ungodly peace, thar is of rhg world (for 
-Chrift came not by his Goſpell to Keep ſuch a peace , but rather to take it 
| away,& tolend a fword)ſo afſuredly,by the urgiag of things indifferent 
to trouble the peace of Churches , & to cauſe ſtrife betweene good men, 
and bad, yee betweene godly men themſelves,is wicked Many examples 
in the hiſtory of the Church prove this which I ſay, : 
ASyee may farder read in his Epiftle. 
 Beſidetheſe letrers I haue leene others by Theodore Beza, vnto our 
Queene, tothe ſame e&&&,that thoſe Romiſh traces & yaine ceremonies 
would corrupt the true wyrſhip of God, | 


true Churches, and among true beleeyers, that you permit ſuch trflies_ 


m——_—_— at nt rr WI of 


ol 
Ca pe eat = 


